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ST. VINCENT ARCHABBEY 
LATROBE, PENNSYLVANIA 


the Benedictine Sisters America: 


privilege for the successor the great Archabbot Boniface Wimmer 
extend greetings the Benedictine Sisters upon the centennial their com- 
ing America. privilege and pleasure, for witness the realization 
what could have been only sanguine hope Archabbot Boniface, and our 
pleasure surely reflects the deep satisfaction would have experienced could 
have accompanied the Benedictine Sisters during the century now accomplished. 


One hundred years ago this day Archabbot Boniface wrote Archbishop Reisach 
tones glee that all arrangements had been made for the Sisters come. 


notes that their coming was not unopposed. Bishop thought saw greater 


need foundation Monheim, Germany. But, continues Archabbot Boniface, 
the Bishop capitulated. One can hardly fail see the finger God this in- 
cident. The view those favoring new foundation small scale Mon- 
heim might easily have prevailed and that case should not observ- 
ing centenary this year. But the American foundation was made, and today 
are grateful Almighty God for the course events took. 


Commemorating the one-hundredth anniversary this providential undertaking 
much more than family affair. occasion this kind inevitably and 
legitimately draws attention work and institution that might other- 
wise remain almost unnoticed that would observed only fragments. The 
three Sisters who arrived St. Vincent’s June 15, 1852, establish the first 
house St. Marys, Pennsylvania, have grown number more than 6000, 
with foundations all parts the country. The work the Sisters accomplish- 
for the larger part unspectacular fashion. But seen the accumulated 
results one hundred unbroken years the monumental proportions that work 
and its incalculable importance Church and State become undeniable. Here 
tangible contribution irrefutable apologetic value the present time when 
the Church again strangely under attack alien American ways. 


However, this measurable achievement the past hundred years takes account 
externals only. The great imponderables, without which religious life would 
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lose its significance, cannot assessed. And these latter values that 
are far and away the more important, not only for the individual but for Church 


and State well. 


the turn century look backward, but look forward also. con- 
template the past spirit blissful complacency would species infi- 
delity. The past secure; likewise challenge. The generations whose 
achievement now commemorate merit our praise precisely insofar each 
turn held itself steadily the accomplishment its appointed part God’s 
vast design. our time will play our part successfully other way. 


prayer for the Benedictine Sisters that you may execute the divine plan 
that the page history written our day may its turn become inspiration 
future ages. May God’s continuing blessing illumine your paths. 


Faithfully yours Christ, 


Strittmatter, 
Archabbot 
April 1952 
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Educating the Leaders the 


Vincent SMITH 


REEDOM under attack today al- 

Everywhere there yawns need for leader- 
ship restore that freedom where 
lost, rescue where wavering, 
and rally its energies where they are 
yet free. Despite the great political 
achievements our beloved land, one 
may wonder times whether freedom 
alone can breed freedom and whether 
our freedom levels all into mediocre 
mass that will not tolerate cultural elite. 
Where are the statesmen, the philosophers, 
the poets, the artists, that, both 
quantity and quality, other ages could 
claim? What are the colleges doing to- 
day inspire leadership for the cause 
freedom? 

Here being celebrated today the 
vigor youth, formed Catholic prin- 
ciple that always young because can- 
not die; there, the other hand, 
world that facing death, society dis- 
membered war, culture that aged 
and sick and ready, with atomic power, 
take its life hand. Men die 
because their bodies, the world mat- 
ter, break down and can longer contain 
their souls; cultures die because their souls 
sick and can longer govern the 
world matter. the death man, 
the spiritual soul leaves behind the 
material world; the death civiliza- 
tion, material world abandons its soul. 

Much the blame for the current 
spiritual disease western man must 
levied upon his higher education. And 
the same token, education can play 


Address delivered Mount 
Scholastica College, May 29, 1952. 


hero’s role any spiritual regeneration. 
Given the world position America to- 
day, the greatest potential for the world 
leaders tomorrow cradled now 
our American colleges and, purely 
percentage basis, the more than two 
million students our secular colleges. 
these same secular colleges, positive 
attack spiritual values open neg- 
lect them, continue grind out gradu- 
ates who want goodness without God, 
liberty without law, and leadership with- 
out labor, then the new American experi- 
ment world eminence will fail. 

But what the Catholic potential for 
leadership, and what the program 
prepare these graduates for Catholic liv- 
for producing leaders, machinery, 
process, push-button system, and 
leaders cannot generated mere 
courses leadership. But all the re- 
sources America today for genuine 
cultural leadership, Catholic education 
enriched with the greatest promise. 
Our colleges have refused surrender 
the current notion that education should 
train only the specialist. They have 
stood for length and breadth and depth 
the development man’s vision. They 
have stood for truths and values life 
that command our obedience and are 
worthy the highest sacrifices. Even 
the level nature, Catholic higher 
learning has remained the one great system 
for the education man. 

What does mean educate man? 
Note that the question not about the 
making stenographer, engineer, 
business executive; not even about 
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nurse. The question the making 
man. For man not born fully made. 
Unlike the plant the animal which 
not direct themselves and which, 
maturity, cannot help being what they 
are, man can shape his life and carve out 
his destiny free historical existence. 

the making man, the most 
potent natural instruments are first the 
parents and later both the parents and 
the teachers (who substitute for the par- 
ents). Both parent and teacher will fail 
this work education they not 
remember the man they are educating 
and the hungers and thirsts which are 
more than those domesticated animal. 
educated engineer may become rich. 
educated doctor nurse may even 
save human life. educated lawyer 
doctor may accumulate fame and power 
and glory. But unless the man all 
them has been educated, the human per- 
son, whoever she may be, will sooner 
later rebel against the educator’s neg- 
lect his human nature and find life 
humanly harder because the lack 
human equipment lead it. 

Like all man’s powers, man’s intel- 
lect and will, which make him human, 
cannot evolve without acting, and their 
actions turn are dependent objects 
which are known the one hand and 
loved the other. Hence, the perfec- 
tion man requires priority the truth 
which the object his intellect and 
the good which the object his will. 
Looking the matter from another angle, 
man cannot developed intellect and 
will unless sight taken the goals 
his development. journey any 
kind makes sense unless there 
destination, and where the traveler final- 
the route that takes. Any education 
that does not aim respect for unchang- 
ing truth cannot educate man; any educa- 
tion without reference man’s ultimate 
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end cannot educate man. can never 
put him the road his human goals, 
can only send him down blind alleys, 


Nature’s Freedom the Mind 


Let look for moment the educa- 
tion development the intellect and 
the will, first the natural order and 
then the supernatural one. 

The intellect man yearns after truth 
for the sake truth, and the educa- 
tion which aims quench this native 
thirst man’s mind speculative 
liberal education. The pagan philosopher, 
Aristotle, defined such education 
contrasting the free man and the slave. 
The slave does not exist for his own sake 
but for the sake master. But the 
free man different. does things and 
acquires things for his own sake. 
knowledge. Where truth pursued 
for the sake truth, the mind has know- 
ledge. free mind and, the 
Aristotelian sense the term, liberal 
mind. the extent that the mind 
only practical, the extent that 
trained only make living, the ex- 
tent that nurtured only specialized, 
vocational subjects, where knowledge 
exists for the sake action the pro- 
ductive order, the mind not, properly 
speaking, educated free. Merely 
vocational knowledge and the mind pos- 
sessing are made serve ends beyond 
themselves. 

must already apparent that the 
development, through liberal education, 
the genuine freedom the mind 
long pace toward the return those 
human liberties which our culture must 
step away from slavery the state and 
from slavery economic gain which are, 
different ways and different degrees, 
de-spiritualizing, de-vitalizing, 
izing, and de-humanizing the traditional 
western man. The freedom the mind 
requires the study truth for its own 
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sake and not for economic reasons 
much American education and, 
course, not for political reasons 
Russia. requires the concentration 
the college the liberal sciences like 
philosophy, the liberal arts the logi- 
cal and mathematical orders, history, 
and poetry, and literature, and languages. 

Still confining our analysis the 
natural intellect, there are six consequen- 
ces liberal education that im- 
portant mention here: 

First all, through liberal training the 
mind gains hold the ultimate prin- 
ciples which organize life and learning. 
Without such principles and purely 
practical level, educated man can never 
rightly ordered. practical voca- 
tional studies, man explores and exploits 
the means attain goals; does not 
know the goals themselves. And without 
goals, nothing can ever organized. 
Every goal is, some relative way 
least, ultimate goal, goal that 
sought for its own sake; otherwise, 
isnot goal but means. This say 
that goals can grasped only the 
light liberal or, called, specula- 
tive knowledge, which knows things 
themselves and for their own sakes. 

Secondly, free mind, like impartial 
court, better judge things since 
freed from the pressure ulterior cir- 
cumstances which make vocational 
edge the servant action. genuine 
liberal mind independent, not because 
creates truth but because the in- 
dependence the uncreated truth which 
attains. 

third blessing liberal studies the 
enjoyment leisure. contrast 
work, leisure that portion day 
life where persons operate for their 
own sakes and not for some ulterior goal. 
free time, yet unless resonates with 
liberal activity, will not free but 
servile like Aristotle’s slave. Here 
special footnote order for the gradu- 


ating class. these graduates will 
married, and though married women, 
mothers, are not distinguished 
bounty leisure, they can always find 
some it, and they can set pattern for 
the use leisure their husbands and 
their children. (In fact, the leisure-time 
preferences prospective husband 
ought big factor his final selec- 
tion). leisure, and today’s 
society there much it, that persons 
can make break themselves, that mar- 
riages often succeed fail, and that 
children, especially during their adolescent 
years, develop for better for worse. 

fourth characteristic liberal educa- 
tion its open character. Literally, 
the work lifetime, and because 
education endures throughout our lives, 
there sign here that liberal studies are 
fitted human nature remarkably 
human way. stenographer, for example, 
arrives certain frontier the know- 
lege her subject beyond which she does 
not improve except some accidental 
fashion. engineer may continue 
apply the same formula recurrent 
problems. business executive has on- 
new practical decisions make his 
work, and even the progress lawyer 
doctor are improvements practice 
rather than principle, although these 
two professions approximate liberal 
education. contrast all this, 
liberal mind never reaches saturation 
point. There are always new challenges 
met, new horizons opened, new 
insights enjoyed old ideas. For 
while the engineer makes bridges, the 
doctor heals the sick, and the stenogra- 
pher takes her letters, and the lawyer 
pleads his cause, the liberal mind en- 
grossed the truth all these fields and 
wherever else truth may be. 

depicting fifth effect liberal edu- 
cation, argument may cited from 
Cardinal Newman that such training pre- 
pares nature for grace turning the 
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mind inward and freeing from the dis- 
traction sense pleasure. 


final effect liberal education that 
bears mention here its preparation for 
leadership. For such education gives 
the mind inner independence that 
stands contrast the rubber-stamped 
men and women that now populate 
much our culture. Because that in- 
dependence missing many minds 
today, the vast majority even college- 
trained men and women are not leaders: 
they are followers; they often fall into 
ruts; they are members the masses, 
servile rather than free, proletarian 
spirit when not wealth, incapable 
standing out leaders because incapable 
standing human persons. 


Freedom the mind, like all goods, 
contagious. spreads itself. Liberal 
education trains mind its own in- 
dividual character and the same time 
endows with independence that 
makes for leadership. frees the mind 

makes that mind leader for free- 
dom. educates the leaders the free. 


Such genuine freedom mind cannot 
achieved terms now current 
American secular education. Though 
free develop that autonomy which 
man owns person, the mind not free 
create the truths that knows. 
not free, much our education 
would affirm, make the truth that 
its object. Such mind, the mind 
naturalism and pragmatism, developed 
the secular colleges, slave the 
passing moment. lacks the stability 
which enables move about confident- 
and unafraid. lacks that indepen- 
dence which comes from inde- 
pendent and necessary object. cannot 
the mind the genuine leader. Man 
has lost his security the political and 
economic order today because has lost 
the security truth the intellectual 
order. 
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Nature’s Freedom 


Turning from the natural reason man 
his natural will, can bring this thought 
home. truth, after all, that makes 
free. responsibility that creates 
right. law that makes for liberty, 
order that provides peace. de- 
velop this negative, look for moment 
the ultimate end man. Sound philoso- 
phy points out that this final end hap- 
piness and that happiness cannot at- 
tained perfect form short face-to- 
face vision God. Now the laws pro- 
and revealed form are not, like ob- 
stacle-course, mere prohibitions designed 
make life hard and roughen with 
temptation. Laws are inclinations, they 
are indications the road that must 
our destiny. They are signposts the 
highways eternity. 

all want perfect happiness, then 
obedience the roadsigns God’s law 
enables where truly desire 
and get what really want. 
freedom its highest sense the power 
choose what truly want, then law 
does not impede our liberty. enriches 
it, and education that ignores the 
natural moral law attacks it, whatever 
else that education may do, not educat- 
ing man. education that neglects 
truth for its own sake does not make 
for freedom mind. education that 
neglects the natural moral law does not 
make for freedom will. 


the level ethics and morality, 
teachers can only present general prin- 
ciples the classroom. They can only 
demonstrate the laws human nature 
ing what good man does not make the 
knower good man himself. short, 
the cardinal virtues moral life cannot 
developed student can algebra. 
Only the intellect can taught. The 
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will must trained. 

That why essential for parents 
send their children Catholic schools 
from kindergarten all the way through 
graduate school, where this feasible. 
That why can thank God for this 
college and for the Sisters and other 
faculty members who staff it. That 
why the graduates can thank their par- 
ents for sending them this college. 
Here, from the faculty and from the at- 
mosphere prevailing the campus, 
students can pursue the precept and profit 
from the example which are ways train- 
ing the will. Here students are warmed 
climate that favors character de- 
velopment, which indeed cannot spring 
from the classroom theory and which 
notoriously missing from many 
the secular campuses today. Here 
this college temple those two free- 
doms, that mind and that will, the 
freedoms the human person and the 
freedoms the leader. 


The Supernaturalized Mind and Will 


What has been said far concerns only 
the natural order and the truths that 
can reach its own power. Just 
grace fulfills nature and faith perfects 
reason, Catholic education builds 
superstructure theology the liberal 
bedrock man’s natural development. 
natural wisdom, man can know God 
the Supreme Being. theology, man 
knows God Himself and for His 
theology, man learns truth 
not only autonomous its own 
order but absolutely for its own sake, 
absolutely ultimate, absolutely supreme, 
the cause all other order and the source 
all other truth. Because theology, 
the loftiest subject, reaches truth which 
the absolute sense for its own sake, 
theology the most speculative and 
this sense the most liberal all the 
sciences. Nothing more inexhaustible 
than its object. subject gives the 


mind more independence and surety its 
judgments. subject more open for 
lifetime penetration, since the very 
object theology, namely God, will ab- 
sorb souls even through all eternity. 
liberal studies the natural order make 
for independence and leadership 
shadows, how much better can theology 
its light? 


Freedom Through Education for Leadership 


the order the human will, moral 
theology, like natural ethics, can 
taught, but knowing the principles 
moral theology does not make man 
saint. Even more than the case 
natural virtue, the theological virtues 
faith, hope, and charity, the infused moral 
virtues, and the seven gifts the Holy 
Ghost are not increased merely study- 
ing them. was already argued that 
the education the natural man ranges 
beyond the classroom. Even further be- 
yond goes the training supernatural 
life. Intellectual habits can acquired 
study alone. Habits for moral life 
cannot. 

The foregoing remarks outline brief 
and broad manner the dimensions 
Catholic liberal education, education 
that raises man his highest natural 
summit and then attends the super- 
natural principles which come down 
meet the mountain from heaven itself. 
What does such education prepare 
these graduates do? Does equip 
them for leadership bringing the deep 
and dark anguish contemporary cul- 
ture what truly the light the world? 

These graduates are prepared think 
and act according what noblest 
their natures and bring their 
thought and action that new level in- 
sight and inspiration which 
natural. They know the supreme truths, 
they have glimpsed the supernatural 
values which can pervade every one 
their thoughts and actions with great- 
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ness and glory that will abide eternally 
before God. One small insight into 
theology higher and better than all the 
truths reason put together, and one 
tiny action the state grace more 
valuable than all the natural virtues com- 
bined. Yes, truth and goodness these 
students have known, and continuing 
the road mapped out for them this col- 
lege, they cannot miss their mark, which 
the vision God the intellectual or- 
der and the complete satisfaction their 
wills the order what they want. 
Though society lost, their souls can 
saved. 

Yet they are likewise armored take 
their battle stations the titanic war 
ideas and principles now roaring 
through western culture. Tapering what 
has been said thus far some practical 
conclusions, let agree that like pyra- 
mid pointing heaven every leader has 
three sides: must have vision; must 
have will power; and finally must have 
certain contagion for making others see 
and follow that vision that has cap- 
tured. say that leader must have 
good mind, strong will, and rich 
imagination. academic tradition 
better prepared build and balance 
this pyramid than the tradition Cath- 
olic higher learning. 

regard intellect both its natural 
and supernatural levels, the Catholic col- 
lege aims develop knowledge the 
supreme organizing principles learning 
and life. Focusing man upon great 
objects, favors great minds, deep minds, 
organizing minds, minds struggling 
develop and developing the struggle. 
brings the mind independence 
like that its object which eternal 
truth, vision that embraces infinity it- 
self. Within the arch Catholic liberal 
training, all the rest reality can 
organized like many colors the same 
rainbow. 

regard will, Catholic education 
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gives potential leader the reasons and 
values self-sacrifice. Unlike the self- 
centered philosophies the secular world, 
Catholic learning refuses put the aim 
life economic biological terms and 
centers man upon God Himself, Who 
worthy all man’s efforts and all 
the best efforts not blame 
the present lack leadership America 
the graduates the last generation 
our colleges. Blame the professors who, 
attack neglect, have driven God 
out the classroom. You cannot tell 
and protest when acts like animal 
outside it. Without belief after 
life, what motive there sacrifice 
this life? 

leader large intellect and strong 
will, but there third mark which 
more difficult depict. Imagination 
not favored racing from one fact 
physics, but staying the same place 
and viewing the same thing different 
ways. How many different figures 
speech have been inspired, for instance, 
watching the sunset below the moun- 
tains, the moonlight dancing upon the 
sea, even the raindrops trickling down 
the window our age anything 
all, intellectually, distracted age, 
jumping from one thing another and 
ever drawing new places jump. 
Somehow and somewhere has lost its 
creative imagination because has lost 
its reason, the well-spring creativity. 
has lost its heart because has lost 
its head. 

For the Catholic, reason anchored 
object, but because this object, name- 
God, infinite, the possibility for con- 
tinued inquiry and exploration stretches 
out unbounded. study like physics 
aims know the same thing about differ- 
ent objects. Theology aims know 
more and more different things about the 
same object. the study metaphy- 
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sics and, even more, theology, twist 
the same jewel about our hands see 
different ways. The struggle ex- 
press our own minds what have seen 
and, above all, teach others, which, 
Aristotle remarked, the perfection 
knowledge, cannot help inspiring those 
analogies and figures which great thinkers, 
writing about great things, have some- 
how found by-products their 
thoughts. The urge express great 
ideas makes the mind imaginative, re- 
sourceful, ingenious, original. 


liberate minds and liberate wills 
truly liberal education under Catholic 
auspices enables men free their 
own lives and lead others freedoms 
which are like their own. not only 
makes possible such leadership but in- 
spires it. education the sort that 
these graduates have received there pulse 
not merely their own ambitions but the 
hope and the health our society and 
our culture. For liberal education, espe- 
cially under Catholic sponsorship, edu- 
cates the leaders the free. 


The Nun and Research 


Roy 


HEN first came the Catholic 
University America many years 

ago, prominent pioneer Catholic 
higher education, Monsignor, whom 
grew love and respect, said: often 
wonder are not waging losing 
struggle our efforts train religious, 
and especially nuns, the process re- 
search. Their training the time 
when they come the University 
diametrically opposed what they ob- 
tain here graduate students, where 
they are being trained make indepen- 
dent and original investigations. 
over, they receive that non-research 
training their more formative years.” 
What the good Monsignor had mind 
clear. When being trained for the 
life, the prospective nun taught 
observe that complete and perfect 
obedience necessary for well-organiz- 
convent and, more important, for her 
Own spiritual development. She must 
learn accept things without hesitation 
question, She must lead life which 


has been organized for her the last 
detail. She does not, far the material 
things this world are concerned, have 
plan think about anything. All this 
quite contrast the training and 
for research which she receives uni- 
versity. She learns ruthlessly ob- 
jective and skeptical. She trusts and 
accepts data until she has met 
firsthand assure herself its accuracy. 
She must constantly think independent- 
ly. Moreover, she must not only or- 
ganize the material her study 
bring out the fullest all pertinent in- 
formation, but she must alert ob- 
serve the complete significance the 
material which she has organized. 

thus described very inadequately 
and quite bluntly, there appear two con- 
flicting sets conditions the intellec- 
tual and spiritual training the same 
person. The case the nun, however, 
but another example the Church’s 
many paradoxes. The conflict and the 
contradiction are only the surface. 
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reality, far the Sister concern- 
ed, the two different schemes spiritual 
and intellectual training supplement one 
another most effectively. Each proper- 
conceived and carried out in- 
estimable value the other. Both taken 
together, based complete faith the 
perfect unity all truth, attain final 
product which indeed marvelous 
behold. 

Surely, when person decides follow 
the religious life, she must much care- 
ful and sound thinking first. With full 
consideration the spiritual, compara- 
tively few are blessed with God’s 
grace thoroughly convinced from 
the very first that the religious life 
definitely for them. Furthermore, when 
someone gives herself over the religious 
life, she does not pledge herself obey 
everyone, but only the properly appoint- 
persons who have been entrusted with 
the life and government that particular 
religious group, other words, regularly 
constituted authority, and this 
authority that new subjects are taught 
give their complete trust and obedi- 
ence. All during this early period 
formation, the future nun learning prin- 
ciples the basis which she will in- 
stinctively measure the validity such 
thinking she will meet later when she 
goes out perform the work her 
religious community, and which she 
will able help sound manner 
within her proper sphere all those who 
may come her for assistance. There 
indeed much training for solid thinking 
here. sure, the nun leads very 
regular life, and the details this living, 
especially the formation period, are 
hand for each new subject, but all this 
gives the time needed accomplish other 
things vital importance for religious 
and everyone for that matter, namely, 
prayer, study, and contemplation. Cer- 
tainly this excellent preparation for 
research. 
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not mean say that the religious 
life direct means preparing one 
research, but believe that in- 
culcates qualities which are inestimable 
value scholar his search for truth. 
the other hand, research develops and 
improves qualities high significance 
for the religious life. Some will contend 
that this contribution greater than that 


made the religious life such 


skill research. 

Other critics, however, are much more 
specific than good friend, the Mon- 
signor, their objections having nuns 
take part research. should like 
give brief attention the more common 
these criticisms. 

frequently hear that success re- 
search will make nun proud. Un- 
fortunately, human nature constitut- 
that becomes intellectually proud 
very easily, and when, through the 
method scientific research, discovers 
some new principle high importance, 
all too often attributes the achievement 
its own skill rather than the good- 
ness and grace the Lord. Woodrow 
Wilson, according one his friends 
who was also good friend mine, used 
say, when was President the 
United States: like challenge people, 
especially young people, giving them 
important problems solve and then 
watch them grow under the impact, but 
unfortunately they frequently not 
grow but swell!” Such human nature 
and such the greatest weakness suc- 
cessful scholars. But training the 
religious life should the perfect anti- 
dote for this malady. Any true scholar, 
whether religious not, should find 
through her research new and more im- 
pressive lessons humility, she learns 
more and more the wonderful workings 
the Lord, and more and more the 
limited extent her own knowledge. 
Anyone who would affected otherwise 
research would poor Christian 
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indeed, say nothing poor religious, 
and incidentally very poor scholar. 
Another criticism that the nun who 
devotes much time research will be- 
come objective viewing all things 
that she will lose faith matters which 
cannot demonstrated with scientific 
precision. This, course, just another 
product intellectual pride. The scho- 
lar who reaches such state mind, (and 
there are many who do) that will not 
believe the word another even that 
raining, but must the window 
and discover this fact for himself, simp- 
exhibiting symptom very ad- 
vanced stage this disease. The reli- 
gious and the true scholar, the other 
hand, will more and more impressed 
the number principles and facts 
which must accept through his faith 
God, because the solution problem 
does not bring that much closer the 
solution all the problems the uni- 
verse, but rather leads other problems 
which will take the place the one 
eliminated. Thus the true scholar, especi- 
ally the religious, who gives credit for 
her success whom due, finds 
easier and easier believe things which 
cannot explained, she finds them 
not diminishing she works but rather 
multiplying before her very eyes; and, 
she advances her investigations with 
such frame mind, the grace God 
grows apace within her. St. Thomas 
Aquinas the outstanding example 
this. worked faithfully and car- 
tied his investigations the field 
theology such point that God gave 
him the grace see the solution great 
questions, and these solutions were far 
beyond the power his words express 
that felt unable finish his work. 
His colleagues, much inferior way, 
had finish for him. sure that 
this connection the reader has been 
thinking also St. Benedict and his 
attitude toward scholarly study. These 


are means isolated examples the 
increase God’s grace accompanying the 
increase skill and success scholarly 
investigation, when this work carried 
with proper Christian humility. 

How many times hear that re- 
search only distraction from the more 
important work which nun should 
doing! what have said above true, 
this assumption cannot true. re- 
search makes one humble, and makes 
easier for her believe things unseen, 
St. Augustine would phrase St. 
Augustine’s delightful essay, English 
version Sister Mary Francis McDon- 
ald, O.P., “On Faith Things Unseen,” 
Fathers the Church, Volume then 
certainly research can hardly called 
distraction. research the best sense 
increases faith, then research 
must very important for all. 

Another objection that research 
among the various activities proper 
the life nun more the nature 
holding mportant place the reli- 
gious life. discussing this point, 
come the final and most important 
phase essay. 

First all must realized that the 
ability and the desire research 
not abide everyone alike. cannot 
say that any more than can declare 
that God has endowed all men with the 
same talents. Accordingly Superior, 
convinced, does grave injury 
anyone her nuns whom she may send 
graduate school for training re- 
search simply because she needs Ph.D. 
degree certain field for her college 
faculty, and does not give careful con- 
sideration the nun’s aptitude for such 
work. Here one instance least 
where Superior should definitely respect 
the wishes her subject. The psycho- 
logical difficulties and even tragedies that 
result from failure have come 
attention only too often. Similar- 
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ly, after certain members college 
faculty obtained the doctorate and have 
settled down career teaching, and 
the president the college suddenly 
learns from representative accredit- 
ing agency that her faculty should 
more productive scholarly works, 
would definitely wrong for her press 
these doctors research and pub- 
lish, they have inclination so. 
There may good reasons, (and there 
usually are), for this disinclination in- 
vestigate problems scholarship. First 
all, the nuns may been sent 
the Superior herself inferior graduate 
school, and they are not really equipped 
such work. This, fear, con- 
dition becoming more and more wide- 
spread. The degree chiefly desired. 
great consideration given the 
value the preparation for the degree. 
Then again, although well prepared 
research, they may have thought that 
their superiors were not desirous their 
devoting any time independent studies, 
and they have gone for period 
years without doing anything that might 
possibly called research. They have, 
course, been busy other things. 
would terrible task and again even 
mental hazard for such faculty mem- 
bers burdened with the thought 
that they must, because moral obli- 
gation the Community and the 
College, research again after such 
long period distraction from scientific 
study. The unhappiness and even trage- 
that has been caused such atti- 
tude most unpleasant contemplate. 

good proportion the nuns who 
comprise the faculties our institutions 
higher education have both natural 
talent and desire research. This 
talent unfortunately has entirely too 
frequently been allowed waste, 
because failure appreciate what 
indispensable contribution successful 
research activity can make the work 
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the Catholic college. Sometimes 
meet instances nuns who have the 
ability and the desire research but, 
after they have returned their colleges, 
for reasons that might well discussed 
greater length, become obsessed with 
the notion that nuns they had better 
spend their time, when not teaching, do- 
ing missionary work among the poor and 
unfortunate, performing some other 
activity quite worthy itself. The 
thought never seems enter their minds 
that they have comparatively rare God- 
given gift, that being able investigate 
with patience and reason the hidden 
truths God, which they should 
using help their college, Catholic 
institution higher education, achieve 
better its avowed aims. 

moment only how religious community 
can best achieve the purpose conduct- 
ing good Catholic college. aware 
the existence many factors, such 
pressing need, personal problems 
discipline, and such matters, that may 
interfere with the proposals which have 
just made, and quite sympathetic 
with them, but the proper kind 
Catholic culture predominate our 
colleges can achieved best, not 
exclusively, through research carried 
have described it. 

Certainly, nun has demonstrated 
her ability research her success 
her work for the doctorate, and after 
she has returned her college has shown 
desire continue her studies along 
certain paths opened her while 
the graduate school, (any graduate school 
worthy the name bound develop 
this desire more scholarly investiga- 
tion and should point the way which 
should done) she should encour- 
aged and urged so. Furthermore, 
members religious communities who 
show promise success research should 
given time which it. Merely 
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giving permission without making pro- 
vision for otherwise full schedule 
activity hardly encouraging the 
subject. Rather tacitly indicates that 
the Superior does not regard the results 
good research any real significance 
the life and work her community. 
great improvement this respect could 
demonstrated for recent years, but 
there are still number large and im- 
portant religious groups who continue 
hold this shortsighted attitude. The 
nun her part should realize that 
religious she can make greater con- 
tribution the work her Community 
and college than conducting serious 
investigations important problems and 
publishing the results. 

But what are the benefits which suc- 
cessful research projects can make for 
First all themselves, 
whether they bring any material ad- 
vantages mankind not, they demon- 
strate that Catholics are interested 
discovering and searching for truth. 
What could more important estab- 
lish the minds both Catholics and 
non-Catholics! Moreover, Catholic in- 
stitutions higher education are primari- 
responsible for establishing this fact 
and keeping before the world. 

Secondly, training and for research, 
and research activity itself are very con- 
ducive improved teaching. Many will 
not agree with this, and some even are 
convinced the contrary effect, that re- 
search consciousness handicaps and de- 
stroys good teaching. Wecan only speak 
for ourselves and out our own experi- 
ence. Training research teaches one 
how think cogently and sharply; 
prepares one decide soundly the val- 
published works which themselves 
pretend some degree good scholar- 
ship; teaches where find material for 
any course particular field and makes 
unnecessary for teacher have had 
under someone else before she 


herself can give it; teaches how 
gather, organize, and present material; 
and finally enables the teacher pos- 
sess and also impart independence 
judgment all matters discussed and 
thus break away from attitude 
slavish dependence so-called 
ties.” 

Thirdly, only comparative few such 
members the college faculty, intellectu- 
ally alert truly scholarly sense, are 
necessary create very naturally strong 
intellectual atmosphere about college. 
The institution will become permeated 
with spirit true culture, and not the 
superficial and frothy abomination which 
exists most colleges and passes under 
the name “culture.” might 
added that growing number Catholic 
parents are selecting for their 
children the basis whether not 
this quality true culture character- 
istic the institution. Some become 
quite chagrined when they discover 
absent, after they have committed 
their children certain college, and 
they not hesitate transfer their off- 
spring another institution, unfortunate- 
ly, frequently non-Catholic one. 
While cannot condone Catholic par- 
ents sending their children non-Catholic 
institutions higher education for any 
reason whatsoever, have some sympa- 
thy with them this case. 

Accordingly, granted that nun has 
the natural talent for research and has 
received the proper training carry 
on, the Superior should every way with- 
her power make possible for such 
nun conduct scholarly investigations. 
The nun herself should look upon her 
ability and opportunities research 
God-given and means assisting 
her college and through her Communi- 
better fulfill their purposes, obli- 
gation which she cannot ‘cast aside 
lightly. 
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Benedictines Nursing 


characteristic the Benedictines 
that they have special work the 
exclusion other works. Benedictine 
house takes any work which adapted 
its peculiar circumstances, any work 
which may dedicated its neces- 
sities provided only that compat- 
ible with living community and with 
the performance the Divine 
The layman frequently, and quite right- 
ly, associates Benedictines with outstand- 
ing work the fields agriculture and 
education; however, growing and very 
edifying work the United States has 
been done Benedictine Sisters the 
field nursing. According the survey 
made under the direction the Most 
Reverend Bernard 1950, 
there were sixty-two hospitals under Bene- 
dictine auspices and 103,034 patients ad- 
mitted them during that year. Forty- 
eight these hospitals are the United 
States. addition, Benedictines con- 
duct two collegiate schools nursing, 
eight three-year schools nursing and 
one school practical nursing.? One Bene- 
dictine community offers preparation for 
anaesthetists, medical technologists, x-ray 
technicians, and medical record librarians. 
all things and above all things 
care must taken the sick, that 
they may served very deed Christ 
Himself.” These words, taken from the 
Holy Rule (Chap. 36), indicate the great 
importance which St. Benedict attaches 
work. His emphasis the gentle- 


This paper was prepared Miss Crowley un- 
der the direction Sister Olivia Gowan, 
the School Nursing Education, Catholic 
University America. 
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ness, understanding, and sympathy neces- 
sary caring for the infirm, his admoni- 
tions the abbot guard lest the sick 
neglected, and the detailed privileges 
accorded the sick leave doubt 
the mind those who study the Rule 
St. Benedict the seriousness this 
obligation. 

Therefore, from the very earliest days 
Benedictinism special part the 
monastery was set apart infirmary, 
and monk infirmarian was placed 
charge. the xenodochia Rome poor 
slave boys were frequently assigned 
the care the sick, hence significant 
that St. Benedict demanded monk 
The Holy Rule specifies 
that the infirmarian must God-fearing, 
diligent, and solicitous. The early Warne- 
fried and Hildemar commentaries the 
Rule are quite explicit elaborating 
qualities the the course 
time many the infirmarians became 
skilled the care the sick and the 
use herbs the treatment disease. 
matter fact, later monastic tradi- 
tion instituted true schools medicine 
the great 

The work caring for the sick was car- 
ried both monks and nuns. Abbot 
Gasquet tells that the convents were 
the most potent civilizing influence 
the rough days the Middle Ages; and 
addition tending the sick, “smooth- 
ing the passage the Christian soul 
eternity,” setting example religious 
piety, the nuns also “instructed your girls 
needlework, the art confectionery, 
surgery (for there were apothecaries 
surgeons), physics, writing, and draw- 
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Names such Elisabeth 
Hildegarde, Walburga, Matilda, 
Hedwig and Euphemia stand out, par- 
ticular, their efforts alleviate suffer- 
ing. 

The monastery’s infirmary was intend- 
primarily for the care sick members 
the religious community; but even from 
the first the guest house the settlement, 
the hospitals, generally stood near the in- 
and pilgrims and travelers who 
were ill were also 

possible the scope the work the 
Benedictine Sisters the field hospital 
work questionnaire was sent each 
Benedictine hospital and school nurs- 
ing listed Hospital Progress (June 
1951). Fifty-nine questionnaires were 
sent out and replies were received from 
thirty-five institutions. The graciousness 
and enthusiasm the co-operating ad- 
ministrators were greatly appreciated. 
Data not secured from the questionnaires 
was obtained from Hospital Progress. 

The first Benedictine hospitals the 
United States stemmed from the Sisters 
from Eichstatt, Bavaria, who first settled 
St. Marys, Pennsylvania, 1852, 
branched Erie, Pennsylvania, and sent 
out numerous branches other parts 
the nation. Their interest hospital 
work developed the traditional Bene- 
dictine manner the congregation grew 
and developed, and their assumption 
the work came response felt needs 
the various communities. 

1874, the Convent Maria Ricken- 
bach, Canton Unterwalden, Switzerland 
sent group pioneers Maryville, 
Missouri. Through the efforts Bishop 
Marty, O.S.B., group Benedictines 
from this community were sent Yank- 
ton, South Dakota. This group was per- 
suaded open the first Catholic hospital 
South Dakota 1897. 1882, 
group Benedictines from 
Switzerland, came Cottonwood, Idaho; 


and 1889, Sisters from Melchtal, Switz- 
erland, came Deadwood, South 
Dakota. None these groups came 
the United States primarily engage 
hospital work. They began their work 
because the dire need for this type 
activity. hardships these pioneer 
Sisters suffered were almost unbelievable. 
Lack money, lack equipment, epi- 
demics and rigorous climate were enough 
try the mettle even the most stalwart. 
But then, now, the success chari- 
table work depended unselfish devotion 
and purity heart the individual, and 
this sense that the work the 
women the past retains its meaning. 
not imitating their deeds that 
later age walks worthily their footsteps 
and pays them reverence, but further- 
ing the spirit which these deeds were 


St. Alexius Hospital, Bismarck, North 
Dakota, was opened 1884. was the 
first the Benedictine hospitals the 
Midwest. 1886, St. Cloud Hospital 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, was opened, and 
two years later St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Duluth, Minnesota, began operation. 
Other early Benedictine hospitals were: 
Sacred Heart Hospital, Yankton, South Dakota, 


1897. 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Deadwood, South Dakota, 
1898 


St. Joseph’s Hospital, Brainerd, Minnesota, 1898. 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Pierre, South Dakota, 1899. 
Our Lady Lourdes Hospital, Hot Springs, 
South Dakota, 1900. 

Benedictine Hospital, Kingston, New York, 1901. 

The hospitals from which data were ob- 
tained were from twelve states and ranged 
size from seventeen beds three 
hundred-thirty beds. About three-fourths 
the hospitals have capacities less 
than one hundred beds. Several hospi- 
tals reported being the only hospital 
the community; one hospital indicating 
serving patients seventy-five mile 
radius. Expansion facilities has taken 
place the various communities 
accordance with the growth and needs 
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the local area. 

unique situation exists Riverdale, 
North Dakota, where the Benedictine 
Sisters conduct forty-bed hospital 
concessionaire the United States Army 
Engineers. 

The need for nurses carry the care 
the sick and meet the growing health 
needs the public led the larger hospitals 
begin programs for the education 
student nurses. Graduate nurses from 
Benedictine schools are now active the 
many branches civilian and military 
national organization for the advance- 
ment the nursing profession. 

The demands placed those who care 
for the sick are very great times, but 
“the least these” more than compen- 
sates. The Benedictine Rule lends itself 
hospital work remarkably well. The 
family concept organization exempli- 
fied the necessity for centralized 
authority and harmonious co-operation 
between the members the group. 
Flexibility the Rule 
changing needs met, and the oppor- 
tunities for helping the less fortunate 
manner true Benedictine traditions 
charity and hospitality are ever 
present. 

addition the actual care the 
sick and the education personnel 
participate health work, Benedictines 
are engaged research health fields. 
Notable among these undertakings the 
Cancer Research Program the College 
St. Scholastica, Duluth, which was be- 
gun 1945. The main line investiga- 
tion this experimental cancer research 
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has been the study vital metabolic re- 
actions which are intimately associated 
with growth normal and malignant 
cells. integral part the cancer 
research program education cancer 
and current research methods the 
study the disease. 

The hospital work Benedictines 
the United States bears striking similari- 
Cardinal Newman’s description 
the Benedictine Order: 


not Order proceeding from one mind 
particular date, and appearing all once, 
tion, diverse, complex and irregular and vari- 
ously ramified, rich rather than symmetrical, 
with many origins and centers and new be- 
ginnings and the action local influences, like 
some great natural growth; with tokens, 
the face it, its being divine work, not 
the mere creation human genius.® 
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The Apostolate the Press 


HROUGH the printery established 

its motherhouse Clyde, Mis- 
souri, the Congregation Benedictine 
Sisters Perpetual Adoration carries out 
venerable tradition the Order. The 
apostolate the press, which one the 
Congregation’s chief forms exterior 
activity, began 1904, when No. 
Miehle hand-fed press and second-hand 
folder were purchased. After few les- 
sons from experienced printers, the Sisters 
learned operate the machine and began 
printing religious literature both Eng- 
lish and German. couple decades, 
all the type was set hand. 

The machinery was housed small 
frame building until 1907, when the pres- 
ent two-and-a-half story brick building 
was erected, and the press and other 
equipment were moved into the large 
rooms the first floor. second Miehle 
press, No. somewhat larger than the 
former, was added this time. The 
second floor this building provides 
space for the addressograph rooms, edi- 
torial department, subscription recording, 
correspondence department, files, booklet- 
order department, and packing room. 

Additional machinery was gradually 
acquired for the printery, including 
Intertype, line-casting machine, which 
most the tedious hand- 
setting type. equipment now in- 
cludes, besides the above-mentioned 
machines, job press, automatic Kelly 
and Miehle Vertical press, Dex- 
ter and two Baum automatic folders, 
Christensen gang-stitcher, and National 
hydraulic cutter. Each machine has 
been blessed when installed, and dedicat- 


particular patron. These patrons 
include the various choirs Angels, the 
Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, the Infant 
Prague, St. Peter, St. Paul, and others. 
The entire printery under the patronage 
St. Benedict and St. Francis Sales, 
Patron the Catholic Press. each 
hour when the Adoration bell rung, the 
machines are stopped and the Sisters kneel 
specified time each day the entire force 
assembles before little shrine the 
Infant Prague ask God’s blessing and 
assistance the work. 

All the work the printery, from the 
typesetting the finished product, 
done exclusively the Sisters, with 
male help. Even minor repairs are taken 
care the members the printery 
staff. Now and then the services 
professional mechanic are required, and 
the machines are given general over- 
hauling. The heavy piles paper are 
moved skids hydraulic hand 
truck. 

The first copy the magazine Tader- 
nacle and Purgatory was issued May, 
1905, both German and English. 
was thereafter published both langu- 
ages every three months, the subscription 
being cents year. Somewhat later 
the magazine was put out six, then eight 
times year, and the subscription was 
raised cents. 1920, monthly 
publication was undertaken and the price 
was raised $1.00 ($1.25 for Canada and 
foreign countries), which rate still 
maintained despite the rise the cost 
materials during and since the war period. 
The magazine purely religious and has 
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distinctive appeal persons all ages 
and circumstances. 1947 the German 
edition was discontinued, and gradually 
the reprinting German booklets has 
been dropped. 

The title the magazine was chosen 
the late Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B., 
the Sisters’ saintly chaplain for thirty 
years, through whose devoted labors the 
Eucharistic apostolate through the medi- 
printing was inaugurated. This 
title echo the twofold spirit the 
Benedictine vocation. The 
word TABERNACLE indicates that the 
magazine’s chief purpose instil love 
for the holy Sacrament the Altar 
increasing the esteem for Holy Mass, en- 
couraging frequent and worthy recep- 
tion Holy Communion, and awakening 
and strengthening lively faith the 
Real Presence Our Lord the Holy 
Eucharist. PURGATORY, the second 
part the title, points its mission 
frequently reminding its readers the 
severity the sufferings the holy souls 
and the duty devolving upon the faith- 
ful relieve them prayer, alms, Holy 
Communion, and the Holy Sacrifice. 
this spirit Father Lukas edited the maga- 
zine through the difficult years its 
early stages, working indefatigably co- 
operation with the Sisters and continually 
drawing more hearts under its influence. 

The publication booklets was begun 
1909. Their purpose has always been 
foster the spiritual and devotional life 
Catholics. Hence, many are de- 
votional nature, treating the Holy 
Eucharist its three aspects Sacrifice, 
Sacrament and Real Presence; the prin- 
cipal mysteries our holy Faith; the 
Blessed Virgin, the angels, various saints, 
and the souls purgatory; prayer, and 
particular forms devotion. few 
booklets apologetical nature will 
found among the titles now circulation. 
These are helpful the instruction not 
only Catholics but non-Catholics 
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well. Also included are number con- 
soling booklets, and several others de- 
signed foster the spiritual life through 
the inspiration the liturgy the ob- 
servance various feasts the ecclesi- 
astical year. present the catalog 
Benedictine Booklets numbers about 
eighty titles, seventy which are 
standard sixty-four page size, priced 
cents, and the remainder various 
sizes and prices. 

All these Benedictine publications en- 
joy wide circulation the United States 
and Canada, and their influence reaches 
also many foreign countries: Mexico, 
Central and South America, Newfound- 
land, England and Ireland, Germany, 
France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and 
Denmark. They are valuable auxiliaries 
the foreign mission fields China and 
Japan, India, Ceylon, Africa, Australia 
and New Zealand, Hawaii, the Philip- 
pines and West Indies, Alaska, and other 
distant points, even Iceland. number 
have been translated into native langu- 
ages, and few have been produced 
Braille. Men the armed service 
our country find them very helpful 
keeping their faith, courage, morals, 
and morale. 

The annual circulation booklets 
now well over half million. 1951, 
over 630,000 booklets were sent out from 
the packing department. 
method distribution through the 
mails, the orders going individuals, 
pamphlet-rack distributors, church goods 
stores, study clubs and like associations. 
addition, hundreds thousands de- 
votional and consoling leaflets and holy 
pictures are printed and distributed 
annually. 

During the year 1951, the printery put 
out (in round numbers) 795,000 booklets; 
700,000 leaflets; 387,000 verse cards; 
455,000 holy pictures, and average 
37,000 copies monthly and 
Purgatory. Besides these, there were in- 
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numerable advertisements, letterheads, 
and special printing jobs all kinds for 
various departments 
the Congregation. However, the Sis- 
ters would emphasize the fact that com- 
mercial outside printing accepted 
the printery Clyde. The number 
Sisters assigned the printery limited 
and they work only between prayer hours, 
since they take part all liturgical servi- 
ces, keep their assigned hours adora- 
tion, and attend all community exercises, 
help other duties certain times, 
such laundry work and other domestic 
tasks. number belong the schola, 
and they must attend period sing- 
ing practice almost daily. 

Numerous testimonials received from 
the users the Benedictine publications 
evidence their value presenting solid 
instruction interesting and practical 
way, and encouraging the devout life 


Many teachers find the children’s section 
the magazine valuable means 
guidance and inspiration for their young 
charges. Letters from priests, religious 
and lay persons both sexes bring the 
consoling assurance that the magazine 
and the booklets are accomplishing their 
mission drawing souls closer God, 
bringing back lapsed Catholics the 
fervent practice their religion, and 
drawing non-Catholics into the true fold 
Christ. 

Thus, while living hidden, secluded 
life, the Benedictine Perpetual Adorers 
can effective way reach out souls 
far and near, not only through their pray- 
ers, but also through the apostolate 
the press. And they can, this way, 
take active part the work Christi- 
education without actually laboring 
the educational field. 


Another Family That Overtook Christ 


rather rare occurrence, even 

among the most pious and God-fearing 
people, that seven children one family 
hear and answer call His special 
service. Mother Stanislaus Lannes, pri- 
oress the Benedictine Convent 
Ramsay, Louisiana, who celebrated her 
golden jubilee religious 1951, be- 
longs just such family. Her rem- 
iniscences were written down one 
the Sisters her community and are pre- 
sented the following pages. The story 
each the seven chosen ones full 
human and divine interest, and reveals 
the loving care Divine Providence 
when men are willing correspond with 
His grace. 

The humble and devout parents, Jean 


and Clothilde Lannes, were joined holy 
wedlock the Church St. Peter the 
Apostle the foot the Pyrenees. The 
years that followed were happy and quiet 
ones, spent for the most part tilling 
the soil. this they imitated St. Bene- 
dict, the Father Western Monasticism, 
under whose Rule two their sons and 
two their daughters were later em- 
brace the religious life. other sons 
were foreign missionaries and 
daughter became Sister Charity. 
addition farming, the father 
the family had also another interest which 
was very close his heart horse- 
raising. devoted portion his time 
training thoroughbreds for the French 
artillery. Patriotism played large part 
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his enthusiasm for this work, and the 
family history the Lannes shows that 
love country was one their out- 
standing traits. One the sons, Fran- 
embraced military career, and died 
officer the Artillery. 

From their earliest years the children 
were all taught share the prayer, 
work, joys, and responsibilities the 
home. beautiful union hearts and 
interests was thus established. Visits 
friends and neighbors were rare, and 
one presumed leave the parental roof 
after night prayers. 

The years went this peaceful, 
orderly fashion until the first break occur- 
red the family circle when, the age 
eighteen, Pauline left join the 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul. The 
last time Mother Stanislaus saw this be- 
loved sister she was wearing the dress 
postulant. She has never seen her 
the religious habit, although Pauline, 
now Mother Rose, celebrated her diamond 
jubilee Sister Charity 1947. 
relate the details the life Mother 
Rose would write complete story 
itself. shall, therefore, mention 
only one incident. Rose now 
superior the General Hospital 
Quezaltenango, Guatemala. While sta- 
tioned Costa Rica, violent earthquake 
shook the section the building which 
she had her office and which she was 
working the time. The terrific and 
sudden shock brought her her knees, 
and split second (so seemed), she 
was lifted through window out into the 
garden. Immediately 
building collapsed. She was unhurt and 
hastened the assistance the others. 
Two Sisters and ten patients were killed 
and many were injured. This occurrence 
recorded the annals the com- 
munity. 

The second child answer the divine 
call was Alexander, who when quite 
small boy expressed his intention be- 
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coming priest. went the semina- 
conducted the monks the monas- 
tery Belloc, the Primitive Obser- 
vance, and was later received into this 
Benedictine community. Soon after his 
ordination was sent Jerusalem 
where now procurator. also 
charge the Church Emmaus situ- 
ated few miles from the monastery, 
which located Mount Olivet. Father 
Alexander has been the thick the 
fight between the Arabs and the Jews, 
although maintaining neutrality. 
celebrated his golden jubilee profession 
recently with several Sisters St. 
Joseph the Apparition, who were ob- 
liged seek refuge the Church 
Emmaus. This was happy occasion 
the jubilarian has two sisters who are 
members this Congregation. has 
friends among both Jews and Arabs, and 
was able purchase piece land 
from Mussulman. While excavating 
this land, entrance underground 
dwelling, which proved the ancient 
habitation the Knights Malta, was 
disclosed. During the recent trouble 
Jerusalem, bomb was thrown very near 
the church but only penetrated into the 
ground and did not explode. was soon 
removed the British soldiers. 

Father Alexander was recently deco- 
rated the French government with the 
medal the Legion Honor. Although 
now seventy years age, quite 
active caring for large vineyard and 
olive grove, the source the principal 
revenue the monastery. The monks 
conduct seminary, and after class and 
study periods, the students help Father 
Alexander the vineyard. 

The next follow Alexander his 
Benedictine vocation was Louise, now 
Mother Stanislaus. She felt her first 
attraction the Benedictine way life 
when she went with the family visit 
Alexander who was the time pursuing 
his studies the monastery Belloc. 
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Soon afterwards she entered the Convent 
St. Scholastica Urt, Basses Pyrenees, 
the age fifteen. She was not en- 
joy for long, however, the peace and 
tranquillity the regular convent life. 
The Church France was passing 
through troublesome period, and 
group volunteers was sent from Urt 
America make foundation which 
would refuge which the communi- 
could flee case need. Many were 
the difficulties and misunderstandings 
that followed the arrival the Sisters 
inthis country. Louise, one the volun- 
teers and later superior the community 
she helped establish Louisiana, 
learned English from the Franciscan 
Sisters Oklahoma. The rest her 
time was spent performing domestic 
tasks the Benedictine monastery the 
Sacred Heart, where the other members 
the small missionary band were per- 
forming similar duties. 

happened this time that 
seminary was being founded the Bene- 
dictine monks Louisiana, and the Sis- 
ters went help the culinary depart- 
ment there, while going about the work 
making their foundation near New 
This was accomplished the 
cost much suffering. give one 
example: They had installed very 
primitive laundry, doing much the 
work hand with quite ancient 
machinery. The result was the loss 
arm the Mother Foundress, and 
the loss the ring finger Mother 
Stanislaus. short time later the monas- 
tery, seminary, and convent the Sisters 
burned, but they were rebuilt and school 
for poor girls opened. Realizing that 
they must have some children with whom 
begin their work, they went New 
Orleans and directed their steps none 
other than Mother Frances Xavier Cabri- 
ni. They asked her for some orphans, 
but were told quite definitely, although 
politely, the Saint herself, that she 


had none spare! 

the age fourteen, Pierre went 
the Benedictine monastery En-Calcat, 
one the strict observance. was 
ordained when was twenty-six years 
old, and exactly one year from the date 
his ordination fell from ladder 
the monastery church where was doing 
some repair work, and within three days 
was temporary exile Spain, his 
death occurred that country. His 
religious life may summed the 
inscription his death notice which 
read: surnamed Father Germain the 
Angelic Monk. Never our knowledge 
has one word against charity escaped his 
lips. offered his life victim during 
the revolution, and his offering was accept- 
promptly. Within few hours after 
receiving the permission make this gift 
himself, fell from ladder the 
Abbey Church, suffered severe hemor- 
rhages, and died within three days.” 
had written his sisters just before his 
ordination, asking them pray fervent- 
that might become priest 
ing the heart God.” 

Marie Joseph was the next member 
break the family ties. After paying 
visit her brother Pierre En-Calcat, 
she stopped the convent the nuns 
Bourgne, the Congregation the 
Cassinese the Strict Observance. Her 
Benedictine vocation became quite evi- 
dent, and she entered there short time 
after, joining the ranks the lay Sisters. 
this community strictly cloistered, 
she has been leading hidden life, separ- 
ated entirely from the world for fifty-one 
years, having celebrated her sixty-sixth 
birthday. 

Anastasia’s vocation was revealed 
extraordinary attraction for the com- 
munity the Sisters St. Joseph the 
Apparition. She accidentally met several 
these Sisters trip Bordeaux. 
Although she was young, fifteen years old, 
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she was determined her choice, and 
soon after left for their motherhouse 
Marseilles, where the first post she was 
fill was that mistress novices. 
Later she became superior, Mother 
Clothilde. She was sent India and 
passed through the horrors World War 
her post Burma, where the com- 
munity had established flourishing 
mission, with large boarding school. 
When her convent and school buildings 
were taken over for hospitalization the 
wounded, she and her Sisters had make 
their way through trench they had 
helped dig, the next post. They 
were sent from there the Leprosarium 
for safety, the Japanese would not dare 
approach this place. Mother Clothilde 
now Maymye, India, and, fifty- 
nine years age, she continuing the 
supervision the convent and high 
school there. 

The baby the family, Marguerite 
Marie, (now named Mother Germaine 
after her saintly brother) also became 
Sister St. Joseph the Apparition. 
the birth this baby-girl, the good 
father, his anxiety have her name 
inscribed the official records, hastened 
the courthouse. The recorder told 
him that was just time start 
new book, the last line the last page 
the old book had been filled in! 
then asked the name the child. The 
father was complete loss had 
not thought this important detail. 
Quickly decided: name shall 
Marguerite Marie.” 

Marguerite Marie left for the convent 
St. Joseph Marseilles the age 
thirteen and was later accepted into the 
community. Soon after making her 
vows, she was sent Jaffa. hap- 
pened that not long after her arrival 
there, uprising took place and the 
Sisters were grave danger. Mass had 
celebrated private home, and 
the Sisters were obliged wend their way 
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through alleys, sheds, and houses get 
this place. Sister Germaine and 
companion volunteered precede the 
group see were safe for them 
pass through. While going down one 
the narrow passages and praying fervent- 
for divine protection, the two Sisters 
were confronted man who signaled 
them that they were not pass 
Sister Germaine replied immediately, 
will pass.” The guard shouted back, 
will use gun.” Sister Germaine 
spread out her arms, and said with air 
defiance, “Shoot you dare.” The 
hand holding the gun dropped, and the 
guard murmured, “You may pass.” 
Sister Germaine then announced that she 
would pass again when she returned with 
the rest the group, and they were all 
able attend Mass that day. She wrote 
these details one her Sisters, and 
concluded with the words, good 
enough martyr!” The Sisters 
were recalled France, but when the 
trouble had died down they returned 
Palestine. Sister Germaine, the superior, 
was given the management large 
orphanage and school. After serving 
this capacity the missions the Far 
East, she was brought back the mother- 
house France, where she now serving 
secretary the Mother General. 

Claire remained home look after 
her parents. She vow virginity 
when her brother, Father Germain, was 
home for his first Holy Mass. She died 
the age thirty-nine. 

The mother, Clothilde Lannes, had al- 
ready attained her seventy-eighth year 
when she died. Although was not pos- 
sible for any her children religion 
present her deathbed, two priests 
and six Sisters were there console her 
her last moments and prepare her 
meet her Maker. Her death occurred 
just one month before the day which 
the diamond jubilee her marriage 
Jean Lannes would have been celebrated. 
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followed her into eternity soon after, 
just before entered his ninetieth year. 

the Old Testament God promised 
Abraham that would spare the wicked 
cities Sodom and Gomorrah only ten 
good people could found within their 
walls. May not believe that, these 


latter days, devout families like that 
the Lannes, who offer their lives with 
that Christ the Cross, turn away 
God’s wrath from our sinful world, and 
bring down upon His forgiving mercy 
and eternal blessings? 


Norms for the Catholic Novel 


ERHAPS the teacher English has 
influence that more widely felt 
than that those any other area 
knowledge. Because English 
versally required subject all colleges, 
the class touches all the students who 
come within the scope the average col- 
lege curriculum. some instances this 
required course restricted Freshman 
English only, and is, therefore, pre- 
dominantly composition. However, 
many colleges reading courses designed 
fill the needs Sophomore level are 
being inaugurated. there that the 
basic principles literary evaluation are 
applied the major works literature 
and there that the encouragement 
good reading should come. Even 
there special emphasis reading 
Freshman English course, attitudes 
must necessarily shaped order that 
the college freshman become capable 
choosing that which later read. 
Part the task which every teacher 
English faces simply virtue her 
field teaching help shape stu- 
dent’s reading habits. The tradition 
the Benedictine teacher that 
scholar and critic, for those two quali- 
ties have always been part the cul- 


ture and way life she has inherited. 
then keeping with her age-long 
heritage that she tries shape the prin- 
ciples her students according the 
best that can shown them. our 
own time the question evaluation 
place more readily raised than the 
consideration the Catholic novel. 
Almost every magazine any universal 
appeal has the past few years carried 
many articles this question. Heads 
English departments, critics, and libra- 
ries have sought the answer the ques- 
tion just what Catholic novel and 
have tried give some bases for its evalu- 
ation. Because the fact that our 
standards will undoubtedly influence the 
thinking our students and because 
encourage them read Catholic fic- 
tion, seems well investigate what lies 
the basis the Catholic novel. 
There are several questions basic 
any consideration the Catholic novel. 
There are those who say that Catholic 
fiction anything written Catholic 
would write it; that is, shaped 
Catholic who feels something the im- 
portance his religion guiding force 
his life. Then there are those who 
say that Catholic fiction that which 
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deals with specific Catholic subjects, with 
Catholic themes, with Catholic back- 
ground. course, there truth 
both points view. Much depends upon 
the kind Catholic the novelist is. There 
vast difference between one who lives 
his religion rather like routine and one 
who realizes his religion the most im- 
portant and vital factor his life. 

Subject matter and technique are the 
greatest problems Catholic fiction even 
they are the greatest problem any 
fiction. What does Catholic when 
comes face face with sin the lives 
his characters? How does handle 
the problem Where does draw 
the line between describing the sin and 
its background and allowing his readers 
fill whatever necessary their 
understanding the situation? How 
does the human being who the central 
character fit into God’s plan into the 
plan life not terms the present 
only but also terms eternity? 

There are many types novels written 
Catholics. Some them not 
really deserve the name Catholic fiction 
because they are not strong enough 
picture the Faith that built upon 
Rock. Others are only half-true their 
treatment life, being half afraid that 
they show life they may have 
show much that unpleasant and 
thereby come for some criticism. Still 
others are stories tha: are asset 
the Catholicity they profess show. 
important for readers make dis- 
tinction right from the start. man 
may exemplary Catholic, fact 
may almost saint, but that does 
not guarantee that his writing will 
very good. true that the closer 
sanctity person is, the more that quality 
holiness will shine out what does. 
But, artistic creative ability does not 
necessarily follow from deep religious 
sense. The novelist has perfect his 
art even any other artist miust do. 
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Some rascals are very good writers; some 
saints would make poor reading. 

The kind novel which has simply 
its background things Catholic not 
the greatest kind Catholic novel. 
sprinkle the action and characters 
story with few nuns and priests who 
suddenly become human knowing who 
happens playing the World Series 
who plays whom Thanksgiving 
Day football does not make the novel 
Catholic. That just adds atmosphere 
Catholicity which may very thin 
very deep depending upon how much 
use made it. occasional refer- 
ence prayer the Blessed Mother 
one the saints does not make 
novel Catholic either, although such 
references give the story some rela- 
tionship between its action and Catholic 
life. The kind novel which deals 
directly with the relationship between 
God and man such way make 
that relationship clear through the liturgy 
and Catholic practice and through the 
reality Catholic Faith that 
Catholic novel. What makes Catholic 
life different from any other life? 
not the certainty, the absolute assurance 
the closeness God individual 
soul who has been bound Him the 
Sacraments, the Mass, and the practices 
the Church? The same relationships 
exist Catholic fiction exist Cath- 
olic life. And because there such vari- 
ation among Catholics the degree 
their Catholicity, there can that grada- 
tion the stories written about them. 

The Catholic novelist then who wishes 
write good book about Catholic 
people, with underlying Catholic 
theme, will have take into account 
some very basic things the most im- 
portant things the world. First, the 
basic belief the fallen nature man. 
Second, the basic belief the greatness 
man’s destiny proclaimed the 
adoption sons. Third, the life grace 
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which joins those two seemingly contra- 
the Catholic novelist has admit the 
sins his people, has recognize sin 
sin, but the same time the Catholic 
novelist must see the power grace con- 
stantly working the soul man who 
baptism has set motion relation- 
ship between himself and God that can- 
not severed. The closeness the 
bond may marred blotted out 
sin, but always there the indelible mark 
that man who has been baptized and 
confirmed has the right and the obligation 
stand child and soldier God 
who made him. Thus the conflict be- 
tween the man who sins and his conscience 
which keeps telling him that his life 
not what should surely one the 
basic themes Catholic fiction. 

The writer who would produce Catholic 
fiction can never have his people without 
free will free choice; can never picture 
his characters entirely rootless; can 
never leave his people citizens only 
one world. may picture them such 
because many people are that way, but 
they must know their plight, they must 
reach out for something better, they must 
yearn for God, the novel the 
great Catholic one. The weakness 
man beyond our judgment; the fight 
wages for salvation not only with 
fiesh and the world but also with prin- 
cipalities and powers, and the force 
evil extremely powerful one. The 
Catholic novelist will know all that; 
will make all that part his Catholic 

was Cardinal Newman who said very 
wisely that literature without sin could 
not true literature because there 
such thing man without sin. 
Then, cannot expect that writer take 
character through the action whole 
story without touching upon some sinful 
actions. Such sins pride, avarice, 
jealousy, and theft not pose much 


problem when novelists depict them. 
sins the flesh that the difficulty 
arises. portrayal avaricious man 
proud man hardly arouses 
readers desire participate such 
vices. Most the time the sins the 
mind can traced without much sense 
appeal. But sins the flesh, the 
novelist confronted with different 
problem. They almost always have 
tendency arouse sense appetites. What 
then the Catholic novelist do? 
Pretend that his characters are not 
bothered with such temptations? Act 
though there were problem connec- 
tion with his characters’ maintenance 
purity and chastity? No. For 
did that, would untrue the very 
humanity portrays. But the problem, 
nevertheless, remains. surely true 
say that sin, matter what kind is, 
whether the mind the flesh, must 
urge over which man has control. 
cannot pictured though circum- 
stance demanded that sin 
cumstances may enter into the picture— 
they are always importance but 
man must always seen possible 
shaper the circumstance, above the 
circumstance, not one over whom the 
circumstance exercises tyranny. Sin must 
recognized sin. Man may shown 
submitting the circumstance; may 
pictured weak enough succumb 
temptation that after all the reali- 
life. But then, man must shown 
bear the brunt his action. There 
terrible justice life just there 
infinite mercy, and the Catholic novelist 
must see both. cannot afford let 
his characters rationalize their actions be- 
yond their own responsibilities. Man 
must objective enough accept the 
consequences his actions, both good 
and bad. 

The great Catholic novelists are those 
who concern themselves with the common 
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problems evil, suffering, the true 
personality man, the nearness the 
remoteness God. Sanctity and damna- 
tion the individual soul have been the 
themes some the greatest Catholic 
novels. The novelist can heighten each 
these themes because creatively 
making story about individual and, 
therefore, may make his subject ap- 
pear the light certain objective 
values which already knows. one 
way, the Catholic novelist has the easiest 
time all, for has values already con- 
ceived and set up. 

There short story included the 
most recent anthology Catholic fiction 
edited Sister Mariella Gable, who, 
believe, has done much make teach- 
ers and students alike evaluate the kind 
fiction being labeled “Catholic.” 
her book, Many Colored Fleece, and 
the title the story Devil the 
Desert.” old missionary the 
Southwest, too stubborn give his 
travels for the conversion souls, too 
much attached his own will even though 
the end his actions good, comes face 
face with death the desert because 
has gone journey when knows 
that really should have sent younger 
man. The devil the form snake 
comes take his life. The talking snake 
tries make the priest despair (alone 
seems be) pointing out his power 
over him. The snake poisonous and 
undoubtedly going bring death 
the old man because the priest far too 
weak save himself. The way which 
the priest meets death, not fearing the 
death the body, only that the soul, 
the crucial point the story. Paul 
Horgan, the author, does not hesitate 
show his character’s imperfections, his 
self-will, but neither afraid por- 
tray the principle Catholicity which 
the old man dies principle old 
the Scripture itself “fear not those who 
would kill the body and then can 
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more harm.” Other stories the same 
volume deal with birth control, race pre- 
judices, the mercy God, and the value 
prayer. They are short stories and 
some not penetrate quite deeply 
into the problems life, but all handle 
Catholic themes well. 

There are four writers who have com- 
manded more attention than any others 
during the past year. Their books have 
been analyzed more carefully and more 
frequently than any other authors who 
seem trying write great Catholic 
novels. These men are Graham Greene 
and Evelyn Waugh, two Englishmen; 
Mauriac and George Bernanos, 
two Frenchmen. Their books are not 
lacking the portrayal sin; their books 
are primarily psychological treatment. 
Room must made college student’s 
reading list for the works such men, 
both because they are Catholic and be- 
cause they are controversial. 

Mauriac’s two novels best known 
the general reader are Viper’s Tangle and 
The Woman the Pharisees. the first 
man fails arrive Catholicity be- 
cause his family which ostensibly 
Catholic shows real sign their 
Faith’s having any influence their daily 
lives. the second, Brigette, the cen- 
tral character, victim pride that 
characterized the Pharisees. She spirit- 
ually proud her own righteousness; 
she lacks the womanly quality sympa- 
thy and the Christian virtue fraternal 
charity. 

George Bernanos takes different ap- 
proach his characters. the only 
one the four contemporary writers who 
tries consistently portray sanctity and 
the effect has those with whom the 
holy person comes contact. Chantal, 
the girl knows the beauty union 
with God; therefore she pure joy. The 
village curé The Diary Country 
Priest struggles with physical pain and 
mental anguish and finally like Curé 
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Ars brings holiness French village 
and himself. 

Evelyn Waugh creates two characters, 
Sebastian who begins drinking un- 
dergraduate Oxford and Julia his sister 
who tempted enter into illicit love 
affair even though she would thereby 
commit grave sin. Brideshead Revisited 
shows how far God will reach out for the 
soul that His. 

Graham Greene has four novels that 
are pivotal our evaluation him. 
The Man Within, the story informer 
trying gain surety and control over 
his passions the love the first really 
good woman has ever known; The 
Power and the Glory, novel centering 
around priest during the persecutions 
Mexico twenty years ago, priest faith- 
less keeping his vows but faithful 
dispensing the sacraments people 
who need his ministerings; The Heart 
the Matter, novel two years ago, por- 
traying Scobie, the man pity and the 
man sin. Love God and fellow man 


exist simultaneously with mortal sin 
Scobie’s soul. strong the question 
what happened Scobie’s soul that 
Evelyn Waugh when asked reporter, 
“Where Scobie?” replied unhesitatingly, 


“In Hell, The portrayal 
torn between pity for others and 
obedience the commandments seems 
the heart the matter. Most 
would probably let Scobie purga- 
tory least, but God, who knows what 
His judgment would be? Just recently 
Greene’s The End the Affair stirred 
critics make themselves heard al- 
most every magazine book section. 
Sarah, the woman the book, passes 
through adulterous affair gain what 
might called almost saintliness the 
end her life. Critics disagree their 
evaluations. Some say that Greene’s 
with evil the result 
“an emotional attachment Protestant- 
ism order maintain artificial ten- 


sion,” that the source the troubled con- 
science Greene’s characters 
struggle between the new paganism and 
Some critics point Greene’s 
writing being “incorrigibly romantic 
toward sin.” Others say the opposite 
when evaluating Greene. pointed 
out some the novelist who goes 
farther than any other writer exploring 
the intimate relationship that exists be- 
tween God and human soul, who 
chiefly interested what makes men be- 
have they do, who gives God’s full 
view all the factors (including God’s 
own) that account for this that action; 
and who knows “the depths created 
relations between the God Love and 
the psychology fallen man.” 

establish norm which the dis- 
agreement critics might dissolved 
would hard accomplish any one 
critic. Such questions what 
depths can human heart penetrated, 
how much man’s secret conscience 
matter material for fiction, where does 
lust end and love begin, how much realism 
can man portray, where does the life 
grace meet the life daily living 
Catholic men and women, how much sin 
can novelist show his characters 
they are remain Catholic all these 
must considered. 

famous Bishop once said his radio 
addresses that the litany God’s forgive- 
ness ran from fallen Magdalens peni- 
tent thieves impulsive denying Peters. 
And the order their importance 
named them, judging that whom most 
forgiven most love lavished. 
Greene pictures men and women who fall 
their weak human nature into one 
those classes, following fairly 
accurate delineation God’s own reach- 
ing out for souls. After all, who can tell 
what the heart man but the Lord 
who created the very heart that either 
loves Him directly flees Him only 

(Continued page forty-two) 
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The Monastery Counterpart the 
Catholic Home 


Rev. Epcar O.S.B. 


TYRO novice, carefully perusing 
the Rule St. Benedict, would 
most certainly struck the fact that 
there are some resemblances between the 
monastic family for which was written 
and the domestic family found under the 
Christian economy. That fact has also 
been quite often alluded to. However, 
detailed analyses the likenesses 
similarities between the two are lacking. 
Such analyses, however, should in- 
terest many, and perhaps genuine 
value some. this that suggested 
the present article which aims pointing 
these resemblances, or, other words, 
indicating some detail how the domes- 
tic families are counterparts each other. 
beginning can appropriately made 
drawing attention the respective 
heads the two groups; that is, the 
monastic and the domestic families. Both 
have the title father and both are said 
represent Christ. Here matter 
very real importance. 

The term “father” has, course, long 
been applied the head the human 
family. But should well note 
that under Christianity took new 
meaning, and that fatherhood itself be- 
came more highly honored and respected 
than had been the case before Christ’s 
coming. The Christian was mindful 
the teaching Holy Writ that all father- 
hood God and that the human father 
the likeness God the Father all 
creation. 

Insofar the monastic family con- 
cerned, find the term “father” 
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“abbot” applied its head the Bene- 
dictine Rule. The term continues use 
Benedictine monasteries this day. 
Europe the more formal term “Lord 
Abbot,” commonly used addressing 
this religious superior. this country 
that more familiar, though redundant 
term, “Father Abbot,” used. 

much greater importance, however, 
than the term used, the name applied 
the heads the monastic and domestic 
families, the startling fact that both 
are said represent Christ their re- 
spective positions. well that 
examine some detail, therefore, the 
bases and the meaning this asserted 
fact. 

Undoubtedly the main basis for the 
assertion, insofar the Scriptures are 
concerned, found St. Paul’s Epistle 
the Ephesians. Speaking there, the 
fifth chapter, the union husband and 
wife Christian marriage symbol 
representation the sacred union 
Christ with His Spouse the Church, the 
apostle the Gentiles makes the point 
that the latter sacred union should 
model for the former. wives,” 
says, subject their husbands 
the Lord, because the husband head 
the wife Christ head the 
Church.” continues: love 
your wives just Christ loved the 
Church, and delivered himself for her 
that might sanctify her.” Speaking 
the great love that should exist between 
the two spouses because this relation- 
ship, Pope Leo XIII clearly makes the 
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point which have alluded; namely, 
that, according St. Paul, the father re- 
presents Christ the home. quote 
his words: ‘Since the represents 
Christ and since the wife represents the 
Church, let there always both him 
who commands and her who obeys, 
heaven-born love guiding both their 
respective duties. For the husband 
head the wife Christ head the 
Church” (Divinae Sapientiae). 

However, the teaching about the priest- 
position the father the home 
indicated not only St. Paul’s Epistle 
the Ephesians, but also alluded 
other parts Holy Writ. Furthermore, 
testified tradition. St. Augus- 
tine, for instance, brings out strikingly 
this view the priestly position the 
father held the early years Christi- 
anity. Speaking one day group 
fathers families, greeted them with 
this salutation: dear 
(Co-Episcopi Mei). Then went 
say them: “‘Each and everyone you 
has the home the bishop’s office see 
that neither his wife nor his son nor 
his daughter, nor even his servant fall 
away from truth. For they are bought 
with great (Sermo XCIL, 
Migne). Clearly the great doctor the 
early Church meant convey these 
fathers that duty the head 
the family actively concerned about 
the spiritual welfare its members; that, 
much the bishop accountable before 
God for his diocesan flock, the father 
accountable for the spiritual welfare 
the members his little sheepfold. 
other words, pastor his flock; 
has priestly duties perform toward its 
members. represents some measure 
the great High Priest Christ. 

St. Benedict made clear his Rule 
that all this was apply also the Ab- 
bot the monastic family. drew his 
ideal abbot from that the ather 
the Christian family. Like the former, 


was, according the Saint, repre- 
sent Christ the monastery. quote 
his unmistakably clear words this re- 
gard: abbot believed hold the 
place Christ the monastery.” And 
again: “Let the abbot, since con- 
sidered represent the person Christ, 
reverence and love Christ.” St. Bene- 
dict had wide knowledge the Scrip- 
tures, and undoubtedly had the fifth 
chapter St. Paul the Ephesians 
mind when wrote this wise manner 
about the superior the monastery. 
all events, have here what undoubt- 
edly the basic principle the well-known 
chapter his Rule “What Manner 
Man the Abbot Ought Be.” 

that the monks are subject him 
Christ. 

But what, precisely, does this imply? 
What does mean say that the father 
the Christian family and the abbot 
the monastery represent Christ? The 
answer must sought the roles por- 
trayed Christ Himself. What are 
they? 

First all, there the fact that Christ 
was called the Father priest. 
fact, was the great and unique 
High Priest. was pastor and 
pontiff. other words, was have 
the care souls. have pastoral 

Now know that Christ shared with 
others varying degrees His offices and 
the powers that went with them. St. 
Paul expresses it, appointed some 
gave the Father,” the head 
His “Family” (Eph. 11) earth, 
ever, also gave special prerogatives 
bishops and ordained priests who were 
placed over portions His flock. Fur- 
thermore, even gave some priestly 
power the laity. They, too, are mem- 
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bers the “Royal Priesthood” (Pet. 
9). This particularly true husbands 
and wives, fathers and mothers who have 
been consecrated through special sacra- 
ment, the sacrament matrimony. 
Through they have been dedicated 
new joint office the Mystical Body 
Christ. They have been given special 
priestly pastoral duties perform 
that church miniature, the Christian 
home. word, they are the 
home like Christ Himself, teacher, media- 
tor, and sanctifier. 

might well point out that both 
father and mother are concerned here. 
other words, what said the father, 
great part least holds true also 
the mother. While the father indeed 
represents Christ, must not over- 
looked that the mother represents the 
Church. And even Christ and the 
Church are one, also husband and 
wife form unity marriage. The two 
have joint pastoral office fill the 
Mystical Body Christ. 

What that joint office Pope Pius XII 
has clearly indicated, least part, 
his Encyclical the Mystical Body. 
points out that the sacrament 
matrimony implies solemn dedication 
the married partners joint 
office the Mystical Body. Here are his 
words: “Through matrimony, which 
the contracting parties are minister 
grace one another, provision made 
for the external and duly regulated in- 
crease the Christian society, and what 
greater importance, for the correct 
religious instruction children, without 
which the Mystical Body would 
grave danger.” 

those words, then, one sees clearly 
indicated one the main priestly offices 
parents, the teaching instructing 
their children the truths religion. 
They must teach their little ones the 
mysteries faith. They must teach 
them the laws God, and their relations 
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with their Creator. Ina word, they must 
make their home school the Lord’s 
service. 

The second pastoral office Christ 
that mediator. This, too, priestly 
office both the father and the mother. 
members the priesthood the 
faithful, representatives, respectively, 
Christ and the Church, they must 
content not only with teaching their 
children the truths religion, but they 
must also serve mediators for them 
with God. they must pray 
for them; they must intercede for them 
with the Almighty. 

Here have, then, another important 
priestly office the Christian parent. 
How highly important may seen 
from the example St. Monica, who, 
because her example, was selected 
the Church the patroness 
Christian mothers. For many years she 
prayed unceasingly for her wayward son, 
Augustine. And, well known, her 
prayers were time abundantly re- 
warded. 

Children need the mediation their 
parents. Good children need their pray- 
ers for protection. sheep” need 
them that they may return the path 
righteousness. Like Monica, all par- 
ents should mediators with God for the 
spiritual welfare their children. 

Finally, there the priestly office 
sanctifier, typified Christ. And this, 
too, pastoral office parents. 
sure, cannot said that fathers 
and mothers transmit supernatural life 
their children. But must, neverthe- 
less, said that they have the obligation 
seeing that supernatural life 
transmitted them. is, for 
the parents bring their children 
Christ, the person the priest, that 
through baptism they may given the 
supernatural life grace; other words, 
that they may made children God 
and heirs His Kingdom. Furthermore, 
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they can unquestionably help their child- 
ren much, they can also help each 
other, working out their eternal salva- 
tion, after they have been made children 
God through baptism. That follows 
logically from the fact that under the 
sacrament matrimony Christian hus- 
bands and wives live constantly 
sacramental state, and result have 
right the graces the sacra- 
ment, both for each other and for the 
children committed their spiritual care. 

Such are briefly the priestly aspects 
Christian parenthood. Obviously, they 
are highly honorable tasks. And, may 
well repeated, they are joint tasks. 
They are imposed the father and 
mother, respectively, representatives 
Christ and His Church. should 
quite unnecessary add that they call 
for genuine holiness life the part 
both parents. 


Spiritual Care the Father 


Now, turn the abbot, the counter- 
part the father the monastic home, 
and, such, the representative Christ 
head. That St. Benedict consider- 
the abbot pastor abundantly clear 
from the terminology uses the Rule. 
Insistently, referring the relations 
the abbot the members the monas- 
tic family, uses such terms 
“flock,” “sheep.” For example, read: 
“Let him [the abbot] imitate the example 
the Good Shepherd.” any other 
shepherd, then, the abbot must feed his 
flock. the representative Christ 
the monastery must provide the mem- 
bers the monastic family with spiritual 
food; must care for their souls. 

Obviously, one implication this 
that must teacher; that, like the 
father and mother family, must 
instruct his monastic children about God 
and the things God. St. Benedict 
clearly implied much when wrote 
his Rule that the monastery was 


veritable “school the Lord’s 
service.” So, too, did imply the 
great care takes explain detail 
how the Opus Dei carried out. 
Moreover, statements like the following, 
found the Rule, show that deeply 
appreciated the great responsibility that 
this and other pastoral duties entailed 
the part the abbot: “Let the abbot 
ever mindful that the dreadful judg- 
ment God account will have 
given both his own teaching and the 
obedience his and again: 
“Let him know that the fault the 
shepherd will imputed any detriment, 
however small, which the Father the 
household may find His sheep have suf- 
fered.” 

The abbot must also, representative 
Christ the midst his monks, 
mediator with God for them. must 
pray for them. must recommend 
them and their needs God. this 
mediation truly effective, must 
himself keep close God; must enjoy 
genuine friendship with the Almighty. 
That say, must characterized 
genuine personal holiness. St. Bene- 
dict insisted strongly this. 
read his Rule: him who elected 
[abbot] chosen because the merit 
have written otherwise. only 
expected that each additional degree 
union his soul with God, each additional 
stride that takes the path virtue 
and holiness, will render the father the 
monastic family more powerful with God, 
more influential and fruitful super- 
natural action the souls his monks. 
course, best, there will limits 
what his mediatorship can accomplish. 
matter what heights sanctity 
may climb, there can never ab- 
solute comparison between his power 
mediatorship with God and that Christ. 
The limits human frailty and finiteness 
must always borne mind. 
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Thirdly, like Christ whom repre- 
sents the monastery, the abbot holds 
the office must assist 
the brethren their work sanctifica- 
tion. Obviously, today, priest 
Holy Orders, has many powerful ways 
the sacraments. can offer the Holy 
Sacrifice the Mass. carrying out 
these and other sacred functions should 
ever mindful his monks. should 
always bear mind that, head the 
monastery, represents Christ, and that 
one Christ’s functions was sanctify. 

Like the Christian father the home, 
then, the abbot represents Christ the 
monastery. Like Him, partakes 
very real sense His offices teacher, 
mediator, and sanctifier. word, the 
two, the Christian father and the Bene- 
dictine abbot, are largely counterparts 
each other. 

Similarly are the homes the Christian 
and monastic families, viewed from the 
standpoint religion, counterparts 
each other. Both are “houses God.” 
There are variety religious services 
and practices that are suited both home 
and monastery. 

St. John Chrysostom referred his 
writings the home the Christian 
family church miniature. St. 
Benedict, speaking the monastery, 
referred the house God. The 
following words St. John Chrysostom, 
for instance, distinguish clearly between 
the church edifice generally understood 
and the “little church” that the family 
home: “Prayer and teaching the church 
They must accompani- 
prayers and reading home; for 
the home little church, ecclesia 
domestica.” should observed too 
that the term “house God,” which St. 
Benedict uses speaking the monaste- 
ry, refers the monastic institution 
such, and not merely the abbey church 
chapel. 
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The official public worship the 
Church; that is, such religious services 
the sacrifice the Mass, the Divine 
Office, the administration the sacra- 
ments, and certain other approved devo- 
tions, normally take place the church 
edifice rather than the home monas- 
tic living quarters. But there are, never- 
theless, many customs and practices 
religious nature that are entirely 
place the domestic hearth and the 
monastery proper. 

should practical value and in- 
terest give some special details this 
connection. Thus, there is, for instance, 
the large field the sacramentals the 
so-called sacraments.” Many 
these are much place both the mini- 
ature Church, that the home, and 
the house God, that the monastery. 
The following are examples: the use 
holy water; making the sign the cross 
before beginning task prayer; the 
use medals; the presence blest evi- 
dences religion, such crucifixes, pic- 
tures, and statues; the ordinary blessing 
the home; the special blessing given 
Epiphany within the Octave the 
Feast; the blessing food for the table. 
again, there are many agricultural 
blessings provided the Church; or, 
the case the more urbanized families 
industrialized monasteries, what might 
called industrial sacramentals. Exam- 
ples the latter are the blessing type- 
writers, autos, printing presses. These, 
too, are place both home and monas- 
tic institution. 

So, too, are there blessings centering 
individuals that are place both. 
Thus, there the blessing for sick per- 
son. Again, there the so-called paren- 
tal blessing. This consists the practice 
the father and mother blessing their 
children, for instance, before they retire 
considerable journey. The equivalent 


a 


expected the monk, whenever leaves 
the monastery journey, and 
also when returns, present himself 
the abbot, his more immediate 
superior delegated act for the abbot, 
petition his blessing. And every eve- 
ning, when the members the monastic 
family have completed compline and 
night prayers the chapel, the last bless- 
ing the day given all assembled 
the abbot. 


Common Family Prayer 


Again, there are variety prayers 
and devotions that are equally appropri- 
ate the monastery and the family 
hearth. Mention might made here, 
for example, prayers before and after 
meals, morning and evening prayers, suf- 
frage for deceased members and prayerful 
remembrance absent ones, the reading 
the Scriptures other religious books 
table otherwise, the observance 
special religious devotions during certain 
months the year various ecclesi- 
astical seasons. Where differences may 
exist regard these practices, be- 
tween home and monastery, they will 
found extent and manner use rather 
than their suitability unsuitability 
for either group. And even though they 


take somewhat different forms the home 


and the monastery, this does not de- 
tract from their general resemblance. 
They still remain great measure coun- 
terparts each other. 

Normally, the monastery has attached 
the monks carry out many the religious 
exercises the day. Similarly, the home 
should have least small altar 
shrine, secluded spot, before which 
the family members can come together 
for prayers and devotions common. 
Here, again, there measure re- 
semblance between the two groups. 

Mention might also well made 
devotions that should assisted 


common family members their 
church edifices. Just customary 
for members the monastic family 
Participate devotions their chapel 
abbey church, should parents and 
children join with each other services 
their parish churches. the monas- 
tery there is, for instance, daily Mass 
known the Conventual Mass, com- 
munity Mass for all the members the 
monastic family. the non-ordained 
monks receive Communion body. 
This may well imitated the Christian 
family, that is, its members, too, should 
assist Mass and receive Communion 
asaunit. Indeed, might well added 
that this practice has been enjoying 
fairly considerable growth recent years. 

Another development, presently show- 
ing some growth and deserving every 
encouragement, the use the part 
the laity certain media.or tools the 
spiritual life that hitherto have largely 
been looked upon rather the exclusive 
property religious and priests, such 
meditation, the particular examen, the 
recitation the Divine Office parts 
thereof, the use the missal, and spiritual 
reading. There seems valid reason 
why these should not place the 
Christian home. That they would con- 
tribute much higher Christian family 
life goes without saying. 

Specifically, too, might mentioned 
here the annual spiritual retreat, the novi- 
tiate, and renewal religious vows— 
all practices common monastic fami- 
lies. with Christian family 
life, these, properly adapted, would un- 
doubtedly also much raise the homes 
our day higher spiritual levels. 
They would make them more distinctly 
counterparts monasteries. 

this regard, too, can said that 
some very encouraging beginnings have 
been made. The renewal marriage 
promises, for instance, the part 
Christian spouses has become fairly com- 
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monplace. Similarly, retreats, conduct- 
for husbands and wives together and 
focusing attention the spiritual aspects 
marriage and Christian family life, 
are showing very appreciable growth. 
too variety marriage prepara- 
tion forums and courses, found today 
all parts the country, contain not 
little that reminds the novitiate 
through which aspirants monastic life 
must pass before they are permitted 
pronounce their vows. 

One could easily develop this subject 
further, showing still other points re- 
semblance between the domestic church 
miniature and the monastic house 
God.* But should more practical 
value point out that spite all pos- 
sible resemblances theory between the 
two types families have been con- 
trasting, there still our day rather 
woeful difference practice. The re- 
ligious practices and customs mention- 
ed, are found much more generally 
monasteries than homes. This sug- 
gests far-reaching field for the family 
apostolate our day. might also well 
suggest that the Benedictine the 
forefront that apostolate. For who, 
better than he, should know how make 
the Christian home counterpart 
the Benedictine monastery? 

“The important thing divine wor- 
ship and the care souls that the 
followers the Gospel seek God the 
recesses good conscience, that they 
respect the majesty God and His law, 
that they penance for their sins, that 
they confess their sins with tears and 
atone for their crimes with works mer- 
cy, that they find grace and live well 
order that they may live forever and 
that happily.” 

Sermon St. Benedict Pope Pius XII 


Many further items could Your 
Home, Church Miniature, publication 
the Family Life Bureau, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference. 
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Medieval Gardens 


popularity gardens the 
Middle Ages has been attributed 

the growing domesticity the period and 
the influence the crusaders, who 
brought back glowing accounts beauti- 
ful oriental gardens. Still more signif- 
icant the development garden art 
was the inspiration which from the 
monastic garden and the symbolism as- 
signed gardens the Church, especially 
her devotion the Blessed Mother. 
Liturgical practices and ceremony en- 
couraged the custom adorning altars 
and shrines with flowers. sense, 
may said that the English garden was 
fostered and preserved the monks 
the Middle Ages. Gardens cultivated 
the Benedictine monks Monte Cassino 
and St. Gall’s were probably the proto- 
type the physic gardens the sixteenth 
century and also the pleasure garden. 
Next the chapel and the chapter 
room, the garden the sacristan and the 
infirmarian were regarded sacred places 
within the monastic enclosure. These 
two spots were symbolic man’s duty 
God and his fellow men. special 
beauty and significance was the sacristan’s 
garden roses and lilies, which was usu- 
ally apart from the ordinary garden. 
The cloistral garden, like the Roman 
atrium, preserved the traditional rec- 
tangular garden the East. fountain 
stood the middle the plot, intersect- 
ing the center, the “O” the garden. 
This symbolic stood for one the 
great O’s the Advent liturgy, radix 
Early the history European 
gardening beauty and symbolism were 
closely linked. Under the influence 
the Franciscan love nature and the 
famed rose garden St. Francis Assisi 
gardens and flower symbolism flourished. 
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Newman and Modern Educational Awakenings 


Ann HENNESSEY 


The fact that the centenary and that the Benedic- 
tine Sisters the United States coincide significant. Nowhere can found more cogent 
defense against materialistic and utilitarian education than Dublin lectures. 
Traditionally the Benedictines have fostered the liberal arts and taught the servile arts and 
crafts, yet always against background the supernatural. 

The Benedictine Sisters America today are confronted with the problem perserving the 


liberal arts and enriching vocational and professional courses their schools. 


Steel and 


have their day, but spiritual and human values are enduring. 


the outstanding lights all 
history, John Henry Newman, was 

many-sided genius. thinker and theo- 
logian, was adept philosophy, his- 
tory, and languages; was command- 
ing pulpit orator; was inspiring 
teacher. His career becomes much more 
important when realize that 
possessed many traits sorely needed 
the world today, especially the educa- 
tional world. Newman was every 
aspect educator. Indeed, may 
have been more, but never less. His 
educational theories can serve needed 
light permeate encircling gloom.” 
Cardinal Newman was man steeped 
the culture the West and realized 
that liberal education vital part it. 
His Idea University truly classical 
statement the liberal arts education, 
yet far too many indiscerning minds 
our times have labeled outmoded. 
Newman’s name will rarely mentioned 
our history philosophy education 
books. Like any classic, the 
University blend the temporary and 
the timeless, but the greater part this 
work abounds principles applicable 
every age only they given trial. 
Much advance his time, Newman 
possessed the gift accurate anticipa- 
tion. His keen mind perceived the initial 
seepage new educational trend, which 


was strike the very foundation 
traditional learning. delivered 
the university lectures between 1852 and 
1856, about thirty years before universi- 
ties began “advance” into era 
change from which they evolved into 
their present condition. the universi- 
ties have more and more forsaken their 
original purpose favor becoming vo- 
cational schools with stunted utilitarian 
purpose, those who still insist that men 
should obtain solid general education 
can fully appreciate the enriching pre- 
cepts Newman. 

According statistics, the American 
people today are the most educated 
populace the world, that is, diploma 
the wall tantamount true educa- 
tion. America has taken pride its un- 
equipped schools. Newman’s day was 
never like this! From external appear- 
ances, then, perhaps best that the 
world has forgotten Newman the educa- 
tor. But has intellectual improvement 
kept pace with the architectural excel- 
lence? the process educating our 
generation clearly mapped out the 
architectural blueprints? 

live age enveloped with mass 
speculation the proper means edu- 
cation. The most characteristic feature 
modern pedagogical thought bewil- 
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derment. That all men should educat- 
one doubts, yet just what implied 
the term education where the sharp 
dissension lies. Today the word “educa- 
tion” embodies many various con- 
The real worth the framed parchment 
lies the type education represents. 

All theories education might re- 
duced four categories, according 
whether ideas, words, facts, things are 
emphasized. The keynote the Scho- 
lastics was thinking.” Dur- 
ing the flourish the Renaissance, the 
watchword was “learning speaking 
writing.” The nineteenth century wit- 
nessed the era facts. The slogan 
our day constantly resounded 
“learning Indeed, ours the 
age when there exists just about every- 
thing anything, but mechanical 
age will not profit being infiltrated 
with mere mechanical minds. 

Anything even approaching the subject 
matter the liberal arts curriculum 
our day has been reduced tidy six- 
man need merely run his finger down the 
advertising columns current periodicals. 
There will find the address for obtain- 
ing the “E-Z Do” six-weeks French 
course. Upon completion the course, 
may sail for France and speak with 
the ease native Frenchman. tour- 
ing has reduced his finances, may re- 
turn begin the “Quick-Wit” writer’s 
course just seven easy lessons and earn 
millions professional writer. 

All such intellectual “snacking” 
utter defiance Newman, who gives 
both teacher and student this warning, 
little, but well,” which means: 

Really know what you say you know: 
know what you know and what you not 
know; get one thing well before you 

second; try ascertain what your words 

mean; when you read sentence, picture 

before your mind whole, take the truth 


information contained it, express 
your own words, and, important, com- 
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mit faithful memory. Again compare 
one idea with another; adjust truths and facts; 
form them into one whole, notice the 
obstacles which occur doing so. This 
the way make progress; this the way 
arrive results; not swallow knowledge, 
but (according the figure sometimes used) 
masticate and digest it. 

Gradually dampering down the liberal 
arts curriculum useless luxury, edu- 
cational institutions the past half cen- 
tury have stressed what they call “the 
utilitarian” “progressive.” Man does 
not need time think did New- 
man’s day. thing good only 
works,” they shout. 

For half century, ever since the ap- 
pearance John Dewey the educa- 
tional scene, American educators have 
constantly come with contradictory 
One professor Columbia University 
(without doubt Columbia stands out 
the most Dewey infected place the 
nation), discussing our American school 
system, well summed present condi- 
tions when recently said: “Here 
America are making one the great- 
est social experiments, perhaps the great- 
est social experiment, the world has ever 
known attempting make education 
universal. don’t know how will 
turn out, and must admit far has 
been failure.” Typical many 
moderns, seems realize neither 
where going nor how about 
getting there. 

Modern educators may take pride 
judging themselves what they are 
going do, but the logical mind can judge 
them justly only what they have done. 
From all results, the type training the 
progressives have offered our generation 
might more aptly termed “regressive.” 
John Dewey died last month, and, further, 
his is, from evidence 
internal awakenings, loosing its tena- 
cious grasp American thought. Yes, 
the progressives have tried foist upon 
mankind their stilted precepts educa- 


tion, and they have failed. America may 
now the threshold new day 
education new us, perhaps, but 
reality Newman’s theory modern dress. 

recent issue The American Mer- 
cury article entitled “Why School- 
teachers Can’t Teach,” Dr. Douglas 
Lawson, associate professor education 
Southern Illinois Normal University, 
delivers condemnation the entire 
system teacher training. particular 
interest his conclusion, based study 
representative group teachers, 
that many them are emotionally im- 
mature. choices books show 
that many them still retain the intel- 
lectual and cultural interests adoles- 
cents.” being asked list the great- 
est books the past thousand years, 
startling number them had selected 
such books Pollyanna, Slim, and Little 
Men! “Certainly,” says the writer, “any 
claim that they had formulated deep edu- 
cational philosophies would 
thetical.” 

teacher training institutions, exact- 
where educational offerings should 
the strongest, the products appear the 
weakest. How can the teacher expect 
give the student what she herself 
does not have? Far too much attention 
has been given methods, methods, and 
more methods. The teacher learns how 
teach reading, yet she herself may re- 
main poor reader; she learns how 
teach arithmetic, yet may not beyond 
the sixth grade level mathematics her- 
self. The realization this fact has 
brought about the initiation the new 
Arkansas Teacher’s Plan backed the 
Ford Foundation which, succeeds, 
may give hearty boost toward putting 
the liberal arts back into the curriculum. 

Newman does not give lengthy disserta- 


tions methods teaching. says 
simply that the teacher must strive first 
perfect herself those qualities she 
expects develop her students. 
Furthermore, according Newman, the 
liberal education the teacher implies 
solid scholarship blended with its natural 
complement, ability teach. good 
teacher the truest sense artist. 
Like the artist, she must have the ability 
mold raw materials. This the foun- 
dation all effective teaching, not 
methods course after methods course. 
Putting this theory into practice, there 
should such thing the concen- 
trated Bachelor Science Education 
known today the vast number 
teacher training institutions. teach- 
cannot very easily teach methods 
her children. all justice, she requires 
solid cultural background order 
impart something them. 

The second half our century wit- 
nessing return realization the 
worth liberal education advocated 
Newman and the part plays de- 
veloping leaders with clear perspective, 
sound judgment, and intellectual ability. 
Recent periodicals have “scooped” ac- 
counts the liberal arts’ foremost con- 
temporary protagonists, Hutchins and 
Adler. Newman’s searching analysis 
liberal arts theory and practice might well 
serve the answer the uncertainties 
modern educators they would but put 
the Newman principles test. When 
the liberal arts are once more universally 
re-established our universities, America 
will have revivified educational system 
that the words Newman more 
successful training, molding, and en- 
larging the mind sends out men more 
fitted their duties...as men 
the world.” 
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Flowers Our Lady 


Combining the knowledge with the flower symbolism the Middle Ages, the 
author evokes veritable Litany honor Our Lady. Mr. Stokes and 
his friend, Mr. Edward McTague, inaugurated this spring Philadelphia 901 


47th St., project called Gardens.” 


They see the garden fertile Christian 


apostolate and special means honoring the Blessed Mother, Patroness the United States. 


OME months ago the pages this 

Review, Sister Ethelburg Leuschen, 
Gardens” (January, 1951), exhorted the 
religious community re-acquire the 
practical habits the arts and crafts 
gardening, which for centuries have been 
one the cornerstones the Benedic- 
tine life but which recently have been 
losing ground before the modern tech- 
niques specialized mass production 
and distribution the fields horticul- 
ture and agriculture. 

More recently Dom Rembert Sorg, 
S.B., his book, Towards Benedictine 
Theology Manual Labor, has pointed 
out the true dignity which manual labor 
stable and harmonious community living. 
exhorted religious communities 
modern industrial America restore 
manual labor its proper place, 
matter principle, before this restoration 
externally and painfully forced cir- 
cumstantial necessity, has been 
war-dislocated Europe. 

While always possibility that 
modern society may suffer complete 
collapse that monastic organization 
will once again called carry the 
light religion and culture new 
tion the social order true principles 
can made short such violent up- 
heaval. But popular social restora- 
tion made, essential that it, 
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too, include its foundation correct 
understanding and utilization manual 
labor. With apologies Father Keller 
might say, “You can change the world 
you restore the dignity and stability 
manual labor your life.” 

Hindered circumstantially from grow- 
ing his own food, weaving his own cloth, 
gathering his own fuel building his 
own shelter, the average modern city 
dweller has difficulty finding just where 
begin such restoration. Yet there 
very small scale and which possesses 
much dignity the largest self-support- 
ing community, namely, gardening— 
any little place, even one flower pot 
tomato plant will for garden. 
sowing and tending just one plant 
one may learn the lessons contained 
God’s ordering nature; and dedicat- 
ing his work God, man may give his 
labor the highest possible purpose and 
dignity. 

paper and especially the es- 
tablished horticulturalist such sug- 
gestion may sound rather naive, but 
reality not. Great numbers “cin- 
der-lot kids” from the cities are seriously 
confused when confronted with the sow- 
ing and tending seeds. Three Christian 
gentlemen and scholars, who were recent- 
approached this subject, remarked: 
understood that there were 
people who were interested the garden, 
but never met one before.” 


wouldn’t know what with them.” bearing names referring Our Lady, 


“Now, don’t bother about and given them the religious days 
One type gardening, which can teach pre-Reformation England. 
the lessons seeding and also has Among the several hundred Flowers 
special devotional appeal, the sowing Our Lady there are number 
and tending “Our Lady’s Garden.” “easy” annuals, suitable for pot window 
Mary-Garden comprised flowers box culture: 
Former Religious Name Present Familiar Name Technical Name 
Our Lady’s Mantle Morning Glory (bush) Convolvulus minor tricolor 
Our Lady’s Earrings Balsam Impatiens balsaminum 
Our Lady’s Pincushion Scabiosa Scabiosa atropurpurea 
Our Lady’s Tresses Quaking Grass Briza maxima 
rect Mary’s Bud Scottish Marigold Calendula officinalis 
nual Mary’s Marigold, dwarf Tagetes 
Our Lady’s Thistle Blessed Thistle Silybum marianum 
Virgin Flower Periwinkle Vina rosea 
Other Flowers Our Lady are commonly cultivated plots gardens because 
their size longer period germination, because they are biennial perennial 
varieties which not bloom until the year after sowing: 
oth, Our Lady’s Mantle Morning Glory (vine) Convolvulus major 
his Our Lady’s Looking Looking Glass Specularia speculum 
city Blue-Eyed Mary Collinsea Collinsea bicolor 
Our Lady’s Delight Pansy Viola tricolor 
Eyes Mary Forget-me-not Myosotis alpestris 
St. Joseph’s Staff Hollyhock Althea rosea 
Our Lady’s Glove Foxglove Digitalis purpurea 
Mary’s Candle Mullein Verbascum thapsus 
ort- Our Lady’s Birthday Flower Italian Aster Aster amellus 
Our Lady-by-the-Gate Soapwort Saponaria officinalis 
Our Lady’s Cushion Thrift Armeria 
Our Lady’s Fingers Honeysuckle Lonicera 
Our Lady’s Keys Cowslip Primula veris 
ant Our Lady’s Laurel February Daphne Daphne mezereum 
Our Lady’s Rue Meadow Rue Thalictrum dipterocarpum 
Our Lady’s Shoes Columbine Aquilegia 
Our Lady’s Thimble Harebell Campanula rotundifolia 
Mary’s Hand Cinquefoil Potentilla nepalensis 
Mary’s Pink Pink Campion Lynchis viscaria 
Mary’s slipper Monkshood Aconitum napellus 
es- Our Lady’s Tears Lily-of-the-Valley Convallaria majelis 
ug- Madonna Madonna Lily Lilium candidum 
Purification Flower Snow Drop Galanthus nivalus 
The iris, the royal lily, the emblem our Lady’s ancestry the royal house 
sly David. Carnations and lilies have for centuries been closely associated with Our 
Lady. Roses, especially, are symbolic Mary religious art, and prayer. 
Even though the gardener pleasing, colorful appearance growing 
receives instruction and joy from the sow- bulbs, annuals from seeds available 
ed: ing and tending Our Lady’s annuals the corner store, but perennials ask for 
flowers, his real testing lies the more: their slower sprouting and growth 
tiate” Our Lady’s perennials. Anyone require the care the good and faithful 


can obtain quick and easy results and steward who willing acquire knowl- 
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edge and the practical habits the arts 
and crafts horticulture. Perennials 
are not for the slothful gardener who wants 
the biggest display with the least work. 
Yet their tending not difficult, their 
principal need being loving and virtuous 
caretaker who assumes his stewardship 
thoughtfully, for the love God and 
His creatures. 

True happiness, peace, and joy the 
garden not come from “hundreds 
blossoms,” “gigantic blooms,” “riotous 
color.” Neither they come from 
scratching some dirt and throwing 
few easy seeds. Rather, they come 
from the devoted tending the good and 
faithful steward, who 
work prayerfully, realizing his dependence 
God’s providence, and who sees its 
fruits God’s artistry and his riches. 

May the undertaking stewardship 
for Our Lady’s Garden bring you the un- 
speakable joy which comes contemplat- 
ing her flowers and thinking back upon 
the deep love which centuries ago moved 
Christian men and women dedicate 
them her. 


GARDENING PRAYERS 


The preface old sixteenth century 
English Gardening book reads follows: 
(We) wish you unto daily prayer, 
and the fruition the Heavenly Para- 
dise; craving the omnipotent God, the 
Guider that gorgeous garden, that 
vouchsafe grant unto you the sweet 
savor His chief fragrant flowers; and 
that His Comfort cleave unto you, 
His Mercy keep you and His Grace 
guide you now and forevermore.” 


“Lord God, hear prayer. The 
Holy Spirit God which hath created 
all things for man and hath given them 
for our comfort, Thy name, Lord, 
set, plant and graft, desiring that Thy 
mighty power they may increase and 
multiply upon the earth, bearing plen- 
through Christ our Lord.” 
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NORMS FOR THE CATHOLIC 
NOVEL 


(Continued from page twenty-nine) 


followed Him. The thread that binds 
the heart Julia Brideshead Revisited 
the Christ who all chaste and pure 
less real because stretches 
thin. novelists like Greene and Waugh 
write society which Catholics are 
minority, there reason why their 
writing less accurate than those who 
live old Catholic heritage. Because 
Greene writes convert all the more 
reason that his people sometimes seem 
burn with the very energy that all-time 
Catholics have often allowed grow cool 
because life has become just daily 
routine. Leon Bloy has said, “Man has 
places his heart which not yet exist, 
and into them enters suffering order 
that they may have existence.” The 
kind suffering pictured the heart 
Scobie, the mind Brigette, the 
soul Julia and Sebastian, produces its 
own fruits which may repellent some 
readers but which are really beautiful 
others. 

Religion has not failed vital force 
the hands the writers just mentioned. 
Rather has been source strength 
them. novelist cannot make what 
does not see. critic cannot hold him re- 
sponsible for picturing just what ought 
seen. critic and reader may hold 
novelist responsible only for portraying 
accurately what does see. Novelists 
looking about them today cannot picture 
religion background for order their 
characters are drawn from life which 
does not make so. Only know 
that love man just the prelude the 
great love God; only they know that 
charity stronger than hate; only they 
see the meaning their poverty step 
toward union with God and not just 
sociological problem about which statis- 


hu 


tics may written; only their sins 
trouble them exceedingly because the 
vast distance between God’s infinite puri- 
and the slightest venial sin; only then 
can novelist write them terms that 
show their charity and their love order. 

Great Catholic novelists care about the 
soul and God. They write the great- 
est theme there the search for reality 
the part the human their 
characters not always reach the Reali- 
would want them secure, can 
blame the novelist much? Rather 
must blame the characters drawn 
they are from our own contemporary 
society, who like ourselves, often must 
just cast ourselves the mercy God 
whom know judges all things with 
full knowledge and with great love. 

One more question remains. Why 
there little great Catholic fiction 
America? Perhaps there are many 
reasons, but surely one them that 
America not have the same cul- 
ture atmosphere the same traditions 
Catholicity that are found England 
and France. Both England and France 
are daughters the Church, although 
one now estranged and the other 
rather wayward. Nevertheless, the back- 
ground the countries more character- 
istically Catholic. The roots Western 
civilization are still there. shall not 
have American literature great Cath- 
olic literature until have greater 


Catholic atmosphere which nearer 
normal for our writers steep themselves 
in. long Catholic life much 
the life minority and long Cath- 
olic Faith and daily living are far apart, 
there will not great Catholic fiction 
here. When come know really 
that the most important all themes 
man and his relationship with God; when 
are tremendously interested becom- 
ing holy, then can expect have 
writers America who will tell our story. 
When Catholics become convinced that 
the real tragedies life are not misunder- 
standing, poverty, sickness, hardships, 
when they know that the only real trage- 
not become saint, then they will 
have great Catholic fiction. For fiction 
great the people who form it, and 
people can the most beautiful God’s 
creatures. 

These are the critical evaluations 
around which discussion will normally 
fall the class where literature being 
taught. Because these values are the 
values life itself seems that they are 
worth while for the student become 
acquainted with. The student class 
will not able answer all questions 
evaluate all things perfectly, but 
has considered the meaning man 
and the place that man has the whole 
picture God’s world, will better 
able answer the questions that life 
will pose him. 
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The Holy Rule and the Promotion Learning 


Sister Feeney, O.S.B. 


all the written documents 
which have influenced the preservation 
books,” writes Father Thurston, “the 
text the Rule St. Benedict the 
most important. Upon this chiefly 
based the love learning distinctive 
the great monastic 


Prescriptions the Rule pertaining 
daily reading and study well 
stability outstanding feature 
Benedictinism were solidifying prin- 
ciples conducive the glory God and 
the advancement civilization. 

The obligatory program reading 
defined St. Benedict was tremendous- 
effective. The legislator refers the 
how, where, and when reading. 
listen willingly holy reading...” 
the enemy the Speci- 
fic legislation made for reading Sun- 
day, during Lent, and various other 
seasons. 

Abbot Herwegen, commenting upon 
the place St. Benedict accords reading, 
upon its implication and prerequisites, 
says: 

St. Benedict considered writing tablet and 
pen indispensable for every monk, cloth- 
ing, shoes and And the ap- 
pointing abbot the primary condition 
that ‘be learned the law God’ and able 
set before his disciples new things and old 
and select the lessons for the liturgy and 
the reading for the table, and direct the 
private studies the brethren, then the 
monastic family should certainly number 
among its members such men could answer 
these cultural requirements.... library 
offered them intellectual nourishment. Its 
existence alone postulates writing-room 
which books were More important, 
however, than the presence learned individ- 
uals the community, for the elevation 
the general formation the monks and for 


their influence Christian culture, was the 
provision that all the brethren without excep- 
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tion had familiarize themselves with books. 

bear mind that ancient times all 

reading was study, will know how 

mate the merit Benedict who gave privi- 

leged place holy reading his Rule. 

That St. Benedict himself fulfilled the 
requirements for the abbot revealed 
examination the sources quoted 
the Rule. That was diligent 
student can gathered from the frequent 
and indirect references makes 
authors and their works. “If St. Bene- 
dict does not mention profane studies 
along with spiritual reading, certainly 
includes them the intellectual work 
the cloister far they are postulated 
the Scripture was famili- 
with Sacred Scripture and with the 
writings those whom calls the Cath- 
olic Fathers. quotes Saints Augus- 
tine, Cyprian, Jerome, and Leo the Great. 
had extensive knowledge monas- 
tic literature including the rules St. 
Basil, St. Pachomius, St. Macarius 
Alexandria, and St. Orsiesius. was 
acquainted with the writings the monas- 
tic circles Lerins, especially with the 
works St. Caesarius Arles. also 
makes allusions pagan authors such 
Sallust and Terence. 


Among the followers St. Benedict 
were learned men. St. Gregory refers 
the Dialogues the noble brothers Gre- 
gory and Speciosus noted for their ex- 
tensive knowledge the profane sciences. 
the realm culture the period from 
the fifth the twelfth century has been 
justly called the “Benedictine Age.” All 
that commonly understood scholar- 
ship, culture, the fine arts, and literature 
was fostered monastic circles. 
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The growth Benedictine monasticism 
meant the growth libraries. Books 
were the instruments whereby the 
edge God and the destiny man 
should brought the unlettered, 
roaming tribes. The monks became 
teachers and bookmakers. Most the 
centers learning medieval days were 
monastic, and the teachers were monks. 
The monastic scriptoria played im- 
portant role. Although the copying 
the Holy Scriptures and sacred litera- 
ture was given preference, reproduction 
profane works was not neglected. 


Monastic Scriptorium 


Each monastic library had scriptori- 
um, where manuscripts were copied 
monks hired clerks trained for the work. 
Monasteries gathered material which had 
been hidden salvaged when ancient 
libraries were destroyed. There were 
different departments the scriptorium. 
The scribe worked according his ability 
either copying, illuminating, trans- 
lating. Some religious houses allowed 
the elder brethren, who were distinguish- 
for their piety erudition, separate 
Although these rooms had con- 
veniences, they were deemed luxury. 

One the characteristics the monas- 
tic scriptoria was the alert watchfulness 
given the supervision and correction 
the manuscripts. recorded that 
Lanfranc, Abbot Bec 1050, was one 
the most vigilant guards the sacred 
literature. Merryweather 
the Middle. Ages says that Lanfranc 
“was deeply impressed with the necessity” 
keeping the writings the Fathers 
all their primitive integrity.” him- 
self “spent much time collecting and 
comparing codices, studying their 
various readings erasing the spurious 
interpolations, engendered careless- 

Numerous names might mentioned 
persons who rendered similar service 


Western culture. Chief among them 
were Bede, Alcuin, Dunstan, and Anselm. 
James Walsh The Thirteenth the 
Greatest Centuries calls attention the 
fact that many monasteries the novice, 
his profession, had present size- 
able volume, copied with his own hand. 
From this fact may gathered how high- 
the duty transcription was valued. 

The eleventh century annals not dis- 
dain note exceptional records among 
the scribes. The labors Othlonus, 
scholar and writer St. Emmeran’s 
monastery, were fabulous, yet was sur- 
passed the monk Jerome, whose 
writings said that wagon drawn 
six horses was not sufficient move them. 
“But neither the one nor the other 
compared Diemudis, devout nun 
the monastery Wessobrun, who be- 
sides writing out clear and beautiful 
characters five missals, with graduals and 
sequences attached, and four other office 
books, for the use the church, adorned 
the library her convent with two entire 
Bibles, eight volumes St. Gregory, seven 
St. Augustine, the ecclesiastical his- 
tories Eusebius and Cassidorus, and 
vast number sermons, homilies, and 
other treatises... 

The contributions the scribe must 
not underrated. Some the scribes 
were veritable scholars, others were less 
learned; yet all helped preserve and 
perpetuate the ancient writings, both pro- 
fane and Christian. 

The scriptoria Benedictine monas- 
teries were the media through which the 
intellectual treasures antiquity were 
handed down posterity. The work 
unassuming Carolingian scribes abbeys 
such St. Gall, Fleury, and Fulda the 
link which unites antiquity with moderni- 
ty. 

The bindings books varied from 
boards fastidiously tooled leather cov- 
ers. Many manuscripts the Middle 
Ages are magnificent the extreme. 
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Some were bound plates gold and 
silver and studded with precious stones. 
Merryweather remarks that Emperor 
Henry 1022, the occasion his 
recovery from illness, presented 
Monte Cassino richly adorned copy 
the Gospels.® 

country more clearly exemplifies the 
fruit the principles laid down St. 
Benedict inculcating respect for books 
and zeal acquiring them than does Eng- 
land. difficult, however, discern 
when, where, and with what integrity the 
Rule St. Benedict was introduced into 
England. likely that St. Augustine 
planted 597 the seeds not only 
permanent Catholicity but also Bene- 
dictine monasticism. When Gregory 
heard that the missionaries whom had 
sent England were prospering, sent 
them, under the leadership Abbot Mel- 
litus, additional laborers and 
necessary for the celebration the Divine 
offices sacred vessels, vestments, church 
ornaments, holy relics, and ‘many books’.” 
These books form the nucleus the first 
national library England and from 
“St. Augustine and his companions began 
teach the 


Booklovers Early England 


the early annals St. Augustine’s 
monastery, Canterbury, one finds the 
names many booklovers. Noteworthy 
that Theodore Tarsus, famous 
Greek scholar, called the father Anglo- 
Saxon literature. Cardinal Gasquet, who 
confirms his information the word 
John Essex Vokes, the last abbot 
St. Augustine’s monastery, says that St. 
Theodore was also the founder the cele- 
brated library 

Other foundations followed that 
St. Augustine’s. The twin monasteries 
Wearmouth and Jarrow were founded 
Benedict Biscop 674 and 684, re- 
spectively. Benedict was the most en- 
thusiastic book collector his age, mak- 
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ing five trips the continent obtain 
books. Benedict was not only book 
collector but also student and abbot 
monasteries which discipline and 
love reigned. acquired knowledge 
not for the sake being wise, but order 
bring profit his own and the souls 
others. 

Bede, pupil Benedict Biscop, had 
access the monastic libraries Wear- 
mouth and Jarrow, the later almost un- 
rivalled England that time.® From 
Jarrow comes the best extant text the 
Vulgate, the Codex Amiatinus, now 
the Laurentian Library, Florence. 

Boniface, 680-754, contemporary 
Bede, lived the other extremity 
England. Educated under the able Win- 
bert Wessex, was well qualified 
spread the Kingtom God Friesland. 
Boniface has been called the father 
the Christian civilization central 
Europe and the founder organized 
monasticism Friesland. ‘The monas- 
says Kurth, were first mesh- 
net moral and intellectual cul- 
ture which was degrees envelop the 
whole that country. 

The letters St. Boniface bear testimo- 
the fact that was lover and col- 
lector books. Many his epistles re- 
veal him either begging thanking for 
books. Merryweather speaks him 
amator librorum. 

Egbert, monk and pupil Bede, 
became archbishop York 732. 
founded the Cathedral school and enrich- 
with great library. Egbert’s 
successor, Albert, contributed valuable 
service learning his generous dona- 
tions the library. was this school 
that Alcuin received his education, and 
later became its master. 780, was 
given charge the library which 
had long been interested. The library 
York was this period “the most 
famous Britain and one the most 
famous 
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probable that Alcuin was monk 
and member the Benedictine Order, 
although historians disagree both 
points. recent work him the 
author says: was neither priest nor 
layman. lived according rule, 
monachus animo: yet was not 
Regular Notwithstanding this 
controversy, evident that his intel- 
lectual inheritance was obtained mainly 
from Benedictine sources. Learning was 
literally handed down from teacher 
teacher: Benedict Biscop Bede, from 
Bede Egbert, and from Egbert 
Alcuin. 

782, Alcuin, the great librarian 
York, the request Charlemagne, 
passed over Frankland and established 
the “Palace School” and the School St. 
Martin Tours. His first task was 
procure books; this accomplished, in- 
augurated reading schools for the laity 
and the clergy. The liberal arts were 
taught the higher schools. The library 
which Alcuin Charlemagne 
made Aachen famous for generations. 

former student, Alcuin writes: 
“How sweet was life while sat quietly 
among the rolls the wise, among abun- 
dance books, among the judgments 
the reverend Fathers! lacked nothing 
which was needed for the life religion 

Along with many other duties, Alcuin 
gave himself with unlimited ardor the 
correction Biblical texts. the occa- 
sion Charlemagne’s coronation, pre- 
sented the Emperor with Bible him- 
self had copied. This manuscript still 
preserved St. Maria’s Rome. 

Alcuin’s pupils came from far and near. 
Rabanus, monk Fulda Abbey and 
afterwards archbishop Mayence, studi- 
under Alcuin Tours 802. was 
not only Alcuin’s most distinguished 
pupil, but became even greater than his 
master. Rabanus once wrote poem 
honor Gerhoch, the librarian Fulda, 


ox 


whom playfully calls 
Allowance may made for the 
exaggerated verse which Rabanus 
praises the librarian, the guardian the 
keys that unlock the wisdom the world. 
The importance Rabanus attached the 
library shows that was influenced 
the example Alcuin who looked upon 
the library indispensable 
school 

Another pupil Alcuin’s Charle- 
magne’s court was the erudite Frankish 
noble Grimald. Although secular priest, 
was made abbot St. Gall 841, 
when Louis marched into Swabia and de- 
posed the abbot. Under Grimald the 
library rapidly grew. his time the first 
catalogue was made. Four-hundred 
volumes were listed; thirty-three these 
were gifts Grimald. 


St. Gall’s Abbey 


The Abbey St. Gall was founded 
the followers St. Columban, and adopt- 
the Rule St. Benedict about the 
year 760. For more than thousand 
years this abbey was famous center 
learning and culture. During the ninth 
and tenth centuries was its zenith. 
The abbey was blessed with series 
noble and cultured abbots beginning with 
Abbot Gozbert, 816-836, who was patron 
the arts and the founder the library. 
the best book published English 
the famous St. Gall Abbey the author 
notes: “The St. Gall scriptorium had 
tradition its own, which had uninter- 
rupted continuity. can often as- 
certained from what model given manu- 
script was copied, because the marginal 
corrections the 

The philologist and the paleographer, 
the historian, the musician, and the litur- 
giologist, all find the Abbey Library 
almost inexhaustibile field for research. 
some respects unrivalled and 
unique. One the most important 
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acquisitions was that Gilg Tschud’s 
library 1768. The Benedictines re- 
tained until the secularization the 
abbey 1805 Napoleon and the popu- 
lar assembly St. Gall. 

Broadly speaking, Anglo-Saxon monas- 
ticism ceased exist after the Scandina- 
vian and Danish invasions the ninth 
century. Historians reckon 943, the time 
Dunstan’s appointment abbot 
Glastonbury, the beginning the 
monastic revival England which was 
last for six-hundred years. 


Dunstan Glastonbury 


The task restoring ecclesiastical disci- 
pline after these barbaric incursions fell 
toSt. Dunstan. abbot Glastonbury 
and later archbishop Canterbury, his 
life was entangled with both political and 
ecclesiastical affairs, which handled ad- 
mirably. possessed many-sided 
genius. was musician, artisan, 
and teacher, and made Glastonbury 
great school learning. 
proclaims him “bibliomaniac.” 
was also skillful writing and illumin- 
ating. One his manuscripts pre- 
served the Bodleian Library, 

Leland, the antiquary, visited Glaston- 
bury Abbey shortly before was dis- 
1539, and was amazed the 
treasures found there. thought 
that the library scarcely had equal 
all England.” 

Culture seemed almost disappear 
from time time England during the 
Middle Ages. France and other coun- 
tries suffered similar fate, yet the dark- 
est hours some scribe, some monk some 
monastery the north the far south 
preserved and communicated culture 
through long, tedious hours manu- 
script copying. 

The last quarter the eighth century 
witnessed Alcuin’s transferring English 
learning and books the continent. Two 
centuries later, during which England had 
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been the scene countless conflicts, Lan- 
franc bore the torch learning and cul- 
ture back England. 

Lanfranc and St. Anselm were not only 
scholars but great teachers. Both were 
abbots the famous Benedictine school 
Bec and later archbishops Canter- 
bury. Lanfranc founded the schools 
Bec and Caen and was responsible for 
the revival learning those parts 
Normandy during the mid-eleventh cen- 
tury. Lanfranc founded libraries, but 
was due the untiring zeal his succes- 
sor, Anselm, that the library Bec 
acquired fame for its collection sacred 
and profane literature. Spiritually and 
intellectually Bec was school learning 
under Lanfranc and Anselm. monas- 
tery had history influence compar- 
able that Bec. Students went there 
from all parts Europe. 

result the Norman invasion, 
William appointed number Norman 
prelates fill the vacant English sees. 
One his first ‘appointments was that 
Lanfranc the see Canterbury 
1070. was succeeded Anselm 
1093. Both men had served Bec when 
was the intellectual mistress northern 
Europe. England these men brought 
deeper and wiser education than they 
found. and books were drawn 
unsparingly from Bec. For from “the 
beginning,” says Dom David Knowles, 
“the great abbots were noted collectors 
books, and the process building 
English libraries continental lines con- 
tinued fifty 

One the most famous book col- 
lectors was Richard Angervyle, or, 
commonly called, Richard Bury, 
1281-1345, Benedictine monk who be- 
came bishop Durham. outstand- 
ing scholar his age, founded the 
Angervyle library Oxford, the first pub- 
lic library England. compiled ad- 
mirable rules for the management the 
library, and appointed five scholars 
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librarians. Although bishop, held 
with equal efficiency high state offices. 
Primarily booklover, wrote hand- 
book, treatise books and 
learning. toured the continent 
search books and had agents constant- 
employed Italy, France, and Germa- 
collecting material. said that 
had more books than all the other bishops 
England combined. 


Wherever went his room was filled with 
books, which piled upon the floor that 
his visitors found some difficulty steering 
clear course.... Nor was selfish his 
pursuit. His aim was raise the intellectual 
standard and provide the necessary material 
for 


himself kept vigilant eye staff 
scribes, illuminators, translators, and 
binders who were employed without in- 
terruption. 

the time when Anglo-Saxon monas- 
ticism was disappearing before the Danes 
England, healthy monastic revival 
was progressing southern France. Its 
rebirth came with the foundation 
Cluny 910. the beginning Cluny 
followed the traditional lines Bene- 
dictine monastery. Later was 
change its aim. study monastic 
life Cluny during the tenth and elventh 
centuries reveals that its library possessed 
remarkable collections Sacred Sciences 
and that its historical section was rich and 
Both ecclesiastical and classical 
historians were represented; among the 
latter were Livy, Sallust, and Josephus. 
Classics the field philosophy and 
literature were found there small 
numbers. 

The library Cluny was for many cen- 
turies one the richest and best all 
France. was storehouse rare 
manuscripts. number these were 
saved 1562 when the Huguenots sacked 
the abbey, only burned 1790. 
few the manuscripts which escaped de- 
struction are now the Bibliothéque 
Nationale and the British Museum. 

The following words from Eyre’s monu- 


mental work European civilization 
seem apropos here: 


The rise Cluny [as center liturgical 
life] was inimical Benedictine schools, 
was every feature the monastic ‘work’ 
opposed formal worship. marks per- 
haps the beginning the period when edu- 
cation passed very slowly out monastic 


the foregoing pages the broad path 
the development Western culture 
during the Middle Ages has been cursori- 
sketched. Critics have stated, and not 
without some justification, that Benedic- 
tines the twentieth century rest the 
laurels won their brethren the ‘Bene- 
dictine Age’. Dom Philibert Schmitz, 
however, says that the Benedictine Order 
has remained faithful its traditions 
scholarship. substantiate his state- 
ment mentions the honor conferred 
the Benedictines 1907, when Pope Pius 
entrusted them the task making 
critical edition that text the Bible 
which had been declared authentic the 
Council Trent. During the past fifty 
years patristic and historical studies have 
been assiduously pursued. The scholarly 
publications inspired the liturgical 
movement likewise indicate that the 
Benedictines are still aware the cul- 
tural heritage which theirs preserve 
and promote.” 


Modern Scholarship 


recent survey fifty-four leading 
Catholic libraries Germany reveals that 
two Benedictine libraries, Beuron and 
Maria Laach, rival one another for first 
place. Each has approximately 120,000 
volumes. Seven other Benedictine libra- 
ries are among the fifty-four 

The American Benedictine Academy, 
established 1947, indicates healthy 
condition scholarship among American 
Benedictines. recent meeting the 
Reverend Quentin Schaut, executive sec- 
retary, commented: “The library section, 
the smallest the Academy, the most 
active and doing work which out- 
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standing contribution. commended 
the wonderful accomplishments Father 
Oliver Kapsner, editor the Benedictine 

Members the Library Science section 
voted, the first meeting held Mor- 
ristown, New Jersey, July, 1948, com- 
pile Union Catalogue Benedictina 
the holdings all the Benedictine libraries 
the United States. 

The catalogue composed author 
part which includes books Benedictines 
all subjects. The subject part deals 
with books about Benedictine topics, not 


necessarily written Benedictines. The 
primary objective the Library Science 
section facilitate research among 
Benedictine scholars. keeping with 
this objective, another project the 
Library section the compilation 
Union List Serials American Bene- 
dictine Libraries. This list will include not 
only Benedictina, but all permanent im- 
portant serial holdings Benedictine 
libraries. This project under the direc- 
tion Rev. Adolf Hrdlicka, librarian 
St. Procopius Abbey, Lisle, Illinois. 
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The Psalms Family Prayer 


parents realized what wonderful 

opportunity they forfeit not teach- 
ing their children pray and what 
genuine privilege their children lose 
not knowing early how speak their 
heavenly Father, they would less ready 
relinquish their duties teachers. 

Fortunately, there are parents who ap- 
preciate the importance their duty 
teachers. Fortunately, too, there are 
parents who teach their children from 
the earliest ages how pray with the 
Church. article Psalms 
(Orate Fratres, vol. 23, 
403) Dorothy Coddington tells her ex- 
perience teaching her children how 
pray the psalms. 

Parents readily agree that children 
should taught simple prayers the 
home, but they will question the judg- 
ment teaching them psalms prayers 
which even adults find hard appreciate. 
They will argue that children, accustomed 
they are the cinema, radio, and tele- 
vision, will never feel home” with the 
foreign phrases songs written thousands 
years ago. Here Dorothy Coddington 
argues that the psalms hold their own 
among children devout Protestants, 
who are much subject the 
influence comic strips and movies, 
newspapers and radios Catholic child- 
ren are. 

Acquaintance with the psalms will re- 
veal that their subject matter offers excel- 
lent prayer material for all age levels and 
for all circumstances and times. Nor are 
they difficult understand and appreci- 
ate. Not without reason did Holy 
Mother the Church adopt the psalms 


her official prayers, and she intends that 
all her members, young and old, use them. 

The psalms express all possible human 
emotions: sorrow, joy, fear, hope, love— 
emotions which children are capable 
adults. There is, then, reason 
suppose that children are unable under- 
stand least parts the psalms. the 
contrary, the psalms appeal children 
all ages because their graphic image- 
ry, simplicity, vividness expression, 
dramatic power; and appropriate prayer 
material may found them for child- 
ren every age level, from pre-school 
age adolescence. 


When Teach Children Psalms 


soon children are ready learn 
any simple prayers, they are ready 
learn parts the psalms. this time 
parents ought select psalms which are 
very simple and which deal with ideas 
close the experience the young child. 
The psalms which speak the marvels 
creation, for example, are particularly 
appealing very young children who are 
usually overpowered the grandeur 
the sun they are fascinated the 
instinctive ways animals. Children’s 
capacities for appreciating the Creator 
are surprisingly great. When small 
four-year-old girl was asked why she 
walked the road cautiously, 
though fearful treading something 
precious, she replied with real conviction: 
“God won’t like step these ant 
When told that did not matter 
much she demolished these insignificant 
little creatures, she promptly retorted: 
“But does! God made them, and 
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loves them!” her own simple way 


this child appreciated and loved even the 
least significant God’s creatures and 
honored them because made 
motif which occurs often the psalms. 
Psalm 103, for example, filled with ad- 
miration for the marvels creation, and 
Psalm asks all the earth adore Cod 
and praise Him, its Creator. 

What better prayers could one find 
than apt portions psalms, teach 
child love and respect for his Creator? 
And could not parts these psalms 
learned when the child taught the 
story the creation for the first time? 

Children who learn parts the psalms 
prayers need not experience the pain 
having discard these prayers, they 
their joys, their belief the Easter 
Bunny Santa Claus, even the simple 
prayer rhymes which they quickly out- 
grow, and which very soon fail satisfy 
their needs. The psalms will furnish 
them with prayer material for life time, 
and the small portions which they learn 
childhood will not need discarded 
they grow older. Their appreciation 
for them will deepen with age, just their 
appreciation for musical score art 
piece deepens they mature and acquire 
adult sense values. Thus, for 
example, Psalm 103, which may mean 
more small child than song praise 
the Creator the world, might, with 
more mature comprehension, under- 
stood song praise the new crea- 
tion the Holy Spirit. 

great importance the child’s early 
years are the many helps and suggestions 
will get from hearing his parents’ con- 
versations about God, the soul, heaven, 
Frequent mention these 
will acquaint the child early with the 
ideas upon which must build his pray- 
life. fact, these ideas are fundamen- 
tal his prayer life, which can begun 
soon sees relationships between 
these ideas. When for example, 
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expresses amazement and wonder the 
immensity the starry sky the 
richness brilliant sunset, parents 
would well seize the opportunity 
tell him about God, the Creator 
these beauties, and teach him prayer 
which can express his awe and ad- 
miration and love verse from 
Psalm which would appropriate 
ejaculatory prayer teach the child 
prayer praise the King all crea- 
tion is: Lord, our Lord, how wonderful 
thy name all the This verse 
not difficult for child understand 
prayer may say whenever sees the 
golden sunset, the starry sky, pretty 
bird, lovely flower, anything beauti- 
ful, will soon know from memory 
and use habitually. And how well 
portion Psalm 46, song praise 
the King all nations, would lend itself 
use ejaculatory prayer praise: 


Clap your hands all people 
shout God with the voice joy 
For the Lord most high terrible, 
great king over all the earth. 


Such passages are sure safeguard against 
sentimentality the prayers children. 
Too frequently children’s notions God 
are disgracefully “washed-out,” they 
think God only someone very “‘dear,” 
“sweet,” “lovely,” unless they are 
taught that mighty, powerful, 
terrible God. 

Parts many psalms furnish excellent 
material for prayers praise God for 
all His gifts. Psalm 35, for example, ex- 
tolls the mercy God; Psalm shows 
the exalted Christ the cross King 
all nations; Psalm song about 
Christ, who comes rule the earth; 
Psalm 106 sings Christ’s goodness; 
Psalm 110 glorifies the Redemption; 
Psalm 112 honors the Redeemer’s mercy; 
Psalm 137 shows Christ’s mercy sin- 
ners; Psalms 145-150 are typical songs 
praise God for His greatness and for 
His generosity man. Perhaps Psalm 


the 
the 
unity 
rayer 
ad- 
from 
lasa 
crea- 
lerful 
verse 
stand 
tisa 
the 
retty 
mory 
itself 
raise: 


ainst 
dren. 
God 
they 
erful, 


for 
hows 
King 
bout 
arth; 
ness; 
tion; 
ercy; 
for 
salm 


112 could learned heart entirely, 
for short. that way the child’s 
appreciation for would more easily 
deepened later when prays 
sings the framework Sunday 
Vespers, where its function song 
praise both significant and unmistak- 
able. 


Prayers Time Trouble 


There are times every child’s life 
disturbed, need, lonely, perhaps ill. 
Not having the perspective adult, 
the child might readily exaggerate his 
difficulties, unless taught develop 
sane Christian attitudes toward them. 
Nothing will help him much prayer 
see his little trials the right light, 
and again the psalms will furnish him 
with excellent prayer formulae for every 
possible adverse circumstance. When 
small pre-school child was troubled with 
real anxiety about her illness, her mother, 
comforting her, told the child that God 
would not neglect forget her, because 
took care all things, even the 
weakest, tiniest little bird. evening 
the relieved child prayed the following 
with great confidence: “God bless mom- 
and daddy and brother Jack, and 
please, God, make your sick little birdie 
well soon.” plain see how easy 
would have been for that mother 
teach that child the comforting words 
Psalm 22, “The Lord shepherd: 
want for nothing. This verse and 
similar ones from other psalms could 
inspire the child with real trust God 
time suffering. fact, all Psalm 
22, with its child-like expressions con- 
fidence, might well committed 
memory the child early age, be- 
cause every verse represents aware- 
ness God’s fatherly care over His 
children. 

Other psalm verses appropriate teach 
the child confidence and resignation when 


suffering include the first verse 
Psalm 26, which perfect prayer 
trust: “The Lord light and sal- 
vation: whom shall fear?” 


Psalm 30, which shows Christ our 
consolation tribulation, can also 
used prayer trust time trouble: 


thee, Lord, flee for refuge: 
let never confounded: 
deliver thy justice! 

Bow down thy ear me, 

and make haste rescue me! 


fact, all Psalm filled with gems 
trust God. 


Sorrow for Sin 


Another experience every child has 
sooner later life that sorrow for 
sin. Children things they know they 
ought not do. Their sense right and 
wrong tells them quickly and clearly that 
they ought not pilfer, quarrel, lie, 
cheat; and when they do, their consciences 
rebuke them. Thus, sorrow for wrong 
done, sorrow for having offended God, 
can instilled children very early 
age. When child, caught doing some- 
thing wrong, offers won’t 
indicates that knows has done 
presents itself the parent for mak- 
ing the desired impression regarding the 
gravity ofsin. verse from 
psalm would teach the child that his 
sin has offended God, his kind bene- 
factor, and that must ask forgiveness 
from Him. 


Have mercy me, God, according thy 
mercy 

according the multitude thy tender 
mercies 
blot out sins! 


The first verse Psalm 50, prayer 
confidence the help the crucified 
Savior, particularly appropriate 
prayer sorrow for sin, and verse four 
prayer amendment: 


Lord show thy ways 
And teach thy paths. 
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Likewise, verse five from Psalm one 
child could easily recall and say when- 
ever has done anything wrong. The 
child may taught say any these 
simple psalm verses night when re- 
tires. Thus will learn the habit 
making act sorrow for the sins 
each day habit should retain 
throughout his life. What better ejacula- 
tory prayer could one teach child 
keep him mindful his sins, well 
the infinite mercy God, than these 
psalm verses? these Psalm 
56, which begins: 

Have mercy me, God, have mercy 

shadow thy wings seek refuge 

till disaster passed. 
were taught understand the 
“shadow thy the outstretch- 
arms the crucified Savior the 
cross, the child would have enviable 
appreciation the graces daily re- 
ceives because the death Christ. 
longer would regard the death 
Christ fact quite remote from him, 
but the source the graces enjoys 
here and now, from day day. Other 
psalms with fine portions prayers 
penitence are Psalm 66; Psalm 70, song 
hope; Psalm 73, prayer for mercy; 
Psalm 79, cry the Good Shepherd; 
Psalm 87, prayer sorrow and hope; 
Psalm 101, with its sincere 


Lord, hear prayer 
and let cry come unto thee. 


Psalm 106, song hope God’s abid- 
ing care; and Psalm 129, cry from the 
depth sinfulness. 

The last psalm mentioned 
memorized entirely with profit even 
child. Full hope for mercy, all sor- 
row for sin ought be, this psalm one 
which the child will meet frequently 
grows older. understands even 
little early age, will never 
confused about its being used such 
extreme times the prayers for de- 
parted soul and the Divine Office for 
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Christmas. will know that God’s 
infinite mercy, which came 
Christ’s birth, precisely what ask 
God for the departed soul. will 
learn early that the mercy God the 
greatest hope every human being and 
that the Church constantly mindful 
this fact her liturgy. 


Any Need 


psalm verse which will serve 
excellent prayer any need, spiritual 
temporal, the classic first verse 
Psalm 69: 


God, come assistance 

Lord, make haste help me. 
Knowing the value this verse cry 
for help, the liturgy employes the 
beginning every prayer hour, many 
Mass texts, and other liturgical services. 
call upon God for help, recognize 
one’s constant need for assistance, 
wholesome and humbling attitude for 
Christian cultivate. child 
say this aspiration frequently during 
the day, and particularly when tempted 
Mother the Church suggests. 


Thanksgiving 

family there are always things for 
which thanks must given God. 
When little baby brother arrives, when 
sister receives her first Holy Communion, 
when the family receives special spiritual 
temporal blessings, there good 
reason for gratitude. But also for the 
many small favors each single day the 
child must grateful, lest become 
indifferent them take them for 
granted. Every day enjoys life, 
health, parents, home, friends, the 
beautiful world around him, along with 
the countless graces the Redemption. 
For all these ought daily thank God. 
Many psalms furnish appropriate pray- 
ers thanksgiving, as, for example, 
Psalm 115 with its profound, yet simple 
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What shall render the Lord 

for all the things has given me? 
Psalm 117, which says sincerely 
and simply: 

Give thanks the Lord for good; 

for his mercy endures forever. 
The first three verses Psalm 134 and 
many verses from Psalm 146 are also apt 
prayers thanksgiving. Psalm 116, 
being short, could used its entirety. 
were added evening prayers each 
day thanksgiving for the day’s bene- 
fits, the child would quickly cultivate 
sense habitual gratefulness God. 
Such attitude keeps the child mindful 
his creaturehood and his dependence 
God. 


Psalms for Various Occasions 


Aside from the method teaching 
children portions psalms ejaculatory 
prayers praise, sorrow, petition, and 
thanksgiving, possible teach him 
psalms for various occasions. For 
example, parts Psalm 62, 47, 92, 
107 could serve morning prayers, 
while parts Psalms 70, 90, 133, 138 
could well used night prayers. New 
adjustments are not necessary for the 
child later when meets these same 
psalms the framework the Church’s 
official morning and evening prayers, 
Lauds and Compline, becomes 
acquainted with them early childhood. 


Again, certain psalms, like Psalm 
and parts Psalm 26, 33, 41, 83, and 112 
might used preparation for Holy 
Communion. They would make better 
preparation, sure, than that which 
most prayerbooks have offer. The 
first verses Psalm 33, extolling the good- 
ness God shows becoming our food, 
are verses the early Christians sang going 
and coming from Holy Communion: 


will bless the Lord all the time; 

Magnify the Lord with me; 

together let extol his name. 


There are also psalms which are par- 


ticularly suited for the reception the 
Sacrament Penance. Parts the 
penitential psalms, Psalms 31, 37, 50, 
101, 129, and 142 are obviously suitable 
for this purpose. 


Psalms for Various Times 


Still another way teaching children 
psalms encourage them recite 
each day psalm especially characteristic 
the spirit the current season the 
Church year. Perhaps this could done 
evening prayer time. During Advent, 
for instance, Psalm 95, which speaks 
about the coming Christ, Psalm 97, 
which has the same theme, could used. 
The coming Christ mentioned them 
refers the coming Christ judg- 
ment, for which Advent prepares us. 

During the Epiphany season some 
parts Psalm 71, treating Christ the 
King the world, might suggested. 
Short portions like verses 8-14 verses 
15-19 could prayed, the entire psalm 
seems too long. 

Psalm 90, which the Christian soul 
expresses trust Christ for help against 
Satan, well suited Lenten prayer, 
while Psalm 21, which Christ and His 
members cry for deliverance their ago- 
ny, could selected for Passiontide. 

Eastertide finds fine Easter song 
parts Psalm 117, with its memorable 
conclusion: 

Give thanks the Lord, for good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
Verses 5-9 and 19-25 will make excellent 
Easter songs. 

During Ascension and its Octave Psalm 
serves appropriate prayer, and 
children will enjoy the forceful expressions 
joy their first verses. 

Psalm 47, suitable for Pentecost, extolls 
the greatness God His gifts, especi- 
ally the gift the Holy Spirit. During 
the season after Pentecost Psalm 94, 
which praise the Shepherd the 
Church, who leads our heavenly 
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home, perhaps the most fitting because 
the idea the Parousia strong, 


For Special Events 


Special events are never rare fami- 
ly. There are always anniversaries and 
celebrations. For these, too, proper 
way celebrating sing psalms. 
For the blessing the Christmas tree 
Psalm traditionally used. For the 
blessing the home Epiphany day 
Psalm isin order. For the celebration 
the renewal Baptismal vows Psalm 
112 might used, while Psalms 83, 33, 
might well commemorate the anni- 
versary first Holy Communion. 
the time the death the anniversa- 
Psalm 129 excellent. 

These examples could multiplied, 
there are many times when only commun- 
prayer adequate expression the 
joy the family experiences the sor- 
row feels. Prayer like this can 
much knit family into praying unit, 
and having prayed together one, the 
family will more apt work together 
one. 


How Pray the Psalms 


difficulty can present itself 
parents, they teach children simply 
pray the psalms Jesus, was cus- 
tomary the piety early Christianity. 
Already understanding Jesus from the 
stories His birth, life and death, child- 
ren will ready receive the idea 
praying Psalms Him. personal in- 
timacy with Jesus will easily color their 
psalm-praying, which would impos- 
sible were they pray psalms God,” 
whom they have only confused 
vague notions. Therefore, where the 
psalmist mentions God (or the Lord), and 
mentions Him already the first line 
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all but the 150 psalms, the word 
may substituted understood. 
the ejaculatory prayer God, come 
assistance; Lord, make haste 
help me,” the child might say: Jesus, 
come help; Jesus, hurry and 
help me.” 

best not use too stilted 
difficult translation the psalter. The 
new 1945 translation, approved Pope 
Pius XII, perhaps fine translation 
one can find. 


only important that the child 
understand what prays. Mere memo- 
rization words phrases rote will 
fail accomplish lasting good. Such 
procedure would foster only dislike for 
the psalms and psalm-praying, for what 
children understand they love and ap- 
preciate, and what they fail understand, 
for that they lose interest. Any the 
psalms can made meaningful child- 
ren, parents could only convinced 
the great benefits brings both them 
and their children. 


word might added about singing 
the psalms. Whenever possible, singing 
psalms should encouraged, the 
psalms, intended for the singing voice, are 
more easily remembered when they are 
sung. They are also more meaningful 
when sung. not difficult introduce 
children either the second the eighth 
psalm tone, both are comparatively 
simple. These melodies are 
and will stay with them after few repe- 
titions. 

From the examples 
given here, one another, given fair 
trial, ought work out practically. Re- 
gardless what plan parents employ 
acquaint their children with the psalms, 
they will find that teaching their 
children psalms, they, too, will arrive 
real and lasting appreciation and 
love for these gems prayer, for the 
spirit Christ them. 


a 

Ar 

q | 


With Other Benedictine Sisters 


BETHLEHEM, CONNECTICUT 


the feast St. Patrick the first 
piece equipment for the new bakery 
was installed, electric mixer. The 
bakery, under the patronage St. Eliza- 
beth Hungary, will housed the 
same building with the new dormitory. 

Two new novices have been recently 
admitted the novitiate: Sister Ozanne 
Yonkers, N.Y., Dec. 10, and Sister 
Prisca Rochester, N.Y., April 23. 
Sister Michael Rochester, N.Y., and 
Sister John Evanston, pronounced 
first vows April27. The Rev. Vincent 
Donovan, O.P., chaplain, presided. 


Because the Catholic church Beth- 
lehem only mission, the nuns Regina 
Laudis have arranged instruct the 
children the vicinity the monastery, 
who come them each Saturday for 
Catechism and Scripture lessons. week- 
class Gregorian music has also de- 
veloped from the group children which 
assembled last Advent practice for the 
second annual Christmas songfest the 
creche. The group numbers 30, and 
composed both Catholic 
Catholic children from six thirteen. 

May the chaplain, Father Dono- 
van, flew Copenhagen, Denmark, for 
two-month lecture series invitation 
the Most Rev. Theodore Suhr, O.S.B., 
Bishop Copenhagen. 


Bismarck, 


June reception will welcome five 
into the novitiate. They are 
Dolores Barnard, Elaine Sanborn, Wanda 
Ayers, Josephine Doll, and Marguerite 
Zimmer, who entered the Convent the 
Annunciation postulants Dec. 

The Sisters staffing Riverdale Hospital 


have moved nearby Garrison, where 
38-bed hospital was formally opened 
Feb. 12. Sister Andriette Rohrenback, 
superior and administrator Garrison, 
also supervises the Riverdale Hospital, 
temporary structure erected the Army 
Corps Engineers, staffed present 
lay nurses. 

Rev. Mother Ethel St. Bede’s Priory 
visited Bismarck March. She was 
accompanied Sister Thomasella, who 
now working the laboratory Gar- 
rison Hospital, together with Sister Hy- 
acinth, also St. Bede’s. 

May Rev. Mother Rosamond, 
Mother President the Congregation 
St. Benedict, stopped for few days. 
Accompanied Sister Myron, she was 
returning St. Paul from Tacoma. 


new booklet entitled “More Precious 
than Diamonds” issued from the press 
and the Divine Indwelling. 

the feast St. Scholastica ten 
novices pronounced temporary vows and 
received the following names: Sister Alma, 
Sister Madonna, Sister Caritas, Sister 
Regis, Sister Eymard, Sister Bede, Sister 
Alcuin, Sister Pius, Sister William, and 
Sister Basil. They represent the arch- 
dioceses Chicago, St. Louis, and Wash- 
ington, D.C., and the dioceses Des 
Moines, Columbus, Omaha, Pueblo, and 
Boise. 

Six young women were vested the 
habit and white veil the novice Feb. 
21. They were Agnes Mohr New Ulm, 
Minn.; Mary Paula Thompson Shackel- 
ford, Mo.; Rainalda Igoe St. Louis, 
Mo.; Dawn Vercellino Chicago, 
Cecilia Sixta Kansas City, Kans.; and 
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Julia Ann Wolbert Tucson, Ariz. 
the same day Sister Dorothy Kordick and 
Sister Grace Cunniff pronounced perpe- 
tual vows. 

The Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Service 
was carried out for the first time the 
motherhouse Clyde and the three 
branchhouses Mundelein, Tucson, and 
Kansas City. 

The communities Mundelein, Tuc- 
son, and Kansas City produced combin- 
total thirty-six million altar breads 
during the past year. number class- 
from various schools the vicinity 
have visited the altar-bread department 
Kansas City. 

Tucson the Sisters spent the spring 
months making First Communion veils, 
totaling nearly one thousand. 

Construction has been begun reser- 
voir Clyde with capacity one mil- 
lion gallons, which hoped will allevi- 
ate the threats water shortage experi- 
enced the past. 

Clyde May 24, five Golden Jubi- 
larians renewed their vows ceremony 
witnessed seventy-five relatives and 
friends. these Sister Bibiana and 
Sister Angela are the Clyde communi- 
ty; Sister Coletta from Mundelein, and 
Sister Laurentia and Sister Ursula are 
from Tucson. The Right Rev. Stephen 
Schappler, O.S.B., Conception Abbey 
officiated the ceremony, assisted 
the Rev. Linus Kipping Springfield, 
the Rev. Walter Heeney, O.S.B., and 
the Rev. Edward Malone, The 
celebration included program honor 
the jubilarians. 


Sister Catherine has completed work 
for Master Science degree Gonzaga 
University Spokane, Wash. 

March the new 40-bed hospital 
Jerome, Idaho, opened. Two days 
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previously, Mother Eugenia accepted the 
keys from the president the board for 
the Jerome Memorial Hospital, which has 
been renamed St. Benedict’s Hospital. 
Under the direction Sister Martina, 
superior, patients and personnel were 
moved from St. Valentine’s Home and 
Hospital Wendell the Jerome hos- 
pital. 

The first class Practical Nursing was 
conducted Our Lady Consolation 
Hospital, Cottonwood, this year under 
the direction Sister Alberta, R.N. 


Covincton, 


Sister Miriam Annunciata and Sister 
Mary Irmina attended the sessions the 
Association American Colleges, which 
convened Washington, D.C., Jan. 8-10. 

Curriculum Construction, held Feb. 22-23 
Bellarmine College, Louisville, Ky., 
were Sister Irmina, Sister Bernarda, Sis- 
ter Julitta, Sister Mary Elizabeth, Sister 
Teresita, Sister Marcella, and Sister 
Celeste. 

Ten novices were received March 21: 
Miss Martha Schmeing, Sister Leo Marie; 
Miss Rita Maloney, Sister Michelle; Miss 
Sue Rust, Sister Paul Marie; Miss Gerry 
Porter, Sister Martin; Miss Shirley 
Pinto, Sister Florence; Miss Rose Ann 
Duncan, Sister Laurene; Miss Mary Carol 
Hellman, Sister William; Miss Mona Lee 
Rinear, Sister Georgine; Miss Henrietta 
Simon, Sister Luke; Miss Marilyn Thiel, 
Sister Marita. the same day four 
Silver Jubilarians renewed their vows. 

The Foreign Language Conference, held 
Louisville, Ky., April 24-26, was at- 
tended Sister Carmella and Sister 
Mary Samuel, the former giving paper 
the topic: Third-Year Stu- 
dents for Reading Latin Poetry.” 

meeting the Church Related 
Societies Kentucky, held Center Col- 
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Col- 


lege, Danville, April 26, Sister Irmina and 
Sister Celeste were among the delegates 
from Villa Madonna College. 


Others attending educational confer- 
ences were Sister Hilda, Sister Aileen, and 
Sister Judith, who attended both the 
Association Secondary School Prin- 
cipals the NEA, which met Cincin- 
nati February, and the Southern Asso- 
ciation Secondary School Principals, 
which met Louisville, Ky., April. 

the annual convention the Cath- 
olic Hospital Association the United 
States and Canada, which met Cleve- 
land, Ohio, May 26-29, were Rev. Mother 
Domitilla, Sister Callista, and Sister 
Mary Pacella. 


MINNESOTA 


Within the last four months, the Col- 
lege St. Scholastica has set ad- 
visory board composed fifteen mem- 
bers: thirteen lay men and women repre- 
senting the professional, educational, and 
business groups northern Minnesota 
and the Alumnae the College St. 
Scholastica, and two faculty members. 
The purposes this advisory board are: 
advise with college officials matters 
relative the growth the college and its 
relation the community; advise re- 
garding ways and means for improving 
public relations and securing adequate 
and dignified publicity; advise con- 
cerning financial matters. 

The cornerstone the new St. Joseph’s 
Hospital now under construction 
Brainerd, Minn., was blessed the Most 
Rev. Thomas Welch, D.D., Bishop 
Duluth, and laid Sunday, June 15. 

During the months April and May, 
faculty members the College St. 
Scholastica have been active regional 
and national groups. Sister Maureen, 


professor psychology, discussed 
chological Principles for Teacher 


Religion” the National Conference 
Christian Doctrine Chicago, and 
Retarded Child the Catholic Home” 
the National Catholic Family Life 
Conference Columbus, Ohio. Sister 
Digna, who was instrumental initiating 
Cooperative Study for Catholic Women’s 
Colleges, was named national chairman. 

Mother Athanasius, president the 
college, Sister Rose, dean, Sister Ray- 
mond, professor religion, Sister Alouse, 
instructor English, and Sister Ruth, 
assistant principal Cathedral High 
School, attended the National Catholic 
Educational meeting Kansas City 
April. Sister Digna, professor psychol- 
ogy, panel the Co- 
operative Study Catholic Women’s 
Colleges. 

Several members the faculty have 
had articles published recently. 
May Not Forget the Others” Sister 
Joselyn, professor English, was pub- 
lished the April issue America. 
“Why These Languages?” Sister Lu- 
cille Corinne, head the department 
modern languages, was published the 
Catholic School for May. “The 
Coenzyme System Normal 
and Tumor Tissues,” Sister Petra and 
Sister Agatha, Cancer Research depart- 
ment, was published the National Can- 
cer Research, June, 1952. Two publica- 
tions Sister Alcuin were 
Technology” Minnesota Medicine, 
cial organ for the Minnesota State Medical 
Association, and “About Medical Tech- 
nology” the American Fournal 
Medical Technology, both April numbers. 
Sister Brigetta had article entitled 
Contact School with Home” 
published the Catholic Educator for 
January, and Sister Lawrence regular 
contributor Catholic Action articles 
national publication for children call- 
Hi. 

Sister Rosalia, supervisor the Duluth 
Diocesan schools, was selected one 
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fifty supervisors attend Workshop 
Language Arts St. Louis University. 
Sister Agatha will represent the college 
the North Central Workshop the 
University Minnesota, June 16-July 11. 
She will evaluate the counseling program 
the college terms the replies re- 
ceived from the alumnae who have gradu- 
ated between 1941 and 1951. Sister Ray- 
mond will return the Catholic Universi- 
teach the summer session. 

the University Minnesota, Sister 
Mary Charles, instructor elementary 
education, received her Master Arts 
degree education. She was pledged 
Lambda Theta, national honor society. 
Sister Joselyn has completed year 
toward her doctorate Fordham Uni- 
versity. 

Sister Theofreda, assistant the de- 
partment nursing the Catholic Uni- 
versity America, has returned St. 
Mary’s Hospital, where she will coordinate 
clinical instruction. Sister Rita Marie, 
formerly assistant the dean the school 
nursing the Catholic University, has 
been appointed director nursing educa- 
tion. Sister Helen Clare working 
her Master’s degree nursing the 
Catholic University. Sister Loretta, su- 
perintendent St. Mary’s Hospital, gave 
paper the convention the American 
Hospital Association the topic, 
May Have Enough Schools Supply 
the Demand for Medical Record Librari- 
ans.” Sister Loretta also lectured the 
students the nursing department 
the University Minnesota Hospital 
Administration. She presented paper 
the regional meeting the Catholic 
Hospital Association the topic “Me- 
dical Audit.” This paper was later pub- 
lished Hospital Progress. Sister Loretta 
has completed her term this year presi- 
dent the Duluth Health Council. 
Sister Mary Arthur was elected vice- 
president the Duluth Health Services. 
Sister Vivian participated panel 
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sponsored the Conference Nursing 
Service St. Louis, and presented 
similar panel the director nursing 
the University Minnesota. Sister 
Bernarda member the Duluth com- 
mittee for the study nursing 

New opportunities offered the sum- 
mer session include Ascetical Theology 
the Rev. Michael Marx, O.S.B., Un- 
derstanding Poetry Sister Joselyn, 
and workshop the laguage arts direct- 
Mrs. Perva Hughes, professor 
education and demonstration teacher 
the Kansas State Teachers College, Pitts- 
burg. 


Eau 


ceremony profession with the 
Bishop the diocese pontificating was 
held the priory April for Sister 
Catherine Gebhard, who made triennial 
vows. Another profession ceremony will 
held July 11, when Sister Monica 
Mai will make triennial vows, and 
August 15, when Sister Clarita Selz will 
make triennial vows. 
Meyer Jim Falls, Wis., will receive the 
habit June high Mass celebrated 
the pastor the parish, the Rev. 
Richard Lang, O.M.I. the conventual 
Mass July 11, Sister Athanasia Dierk- 
hising will publicly renew her vows ob- 
servance her Silver Jubilee. 

The school dedicated St. Patrick 
Onalaska, Wis., was opened Feb. with 
three Sisters and enrollment 
children. 

Sister Mary Hyacinth, member the 
American Association Nurse Anesthe- 
tists, attended the meeting the Up- 
per Midwest Hospital Conference St. 
Paul, Minn., May 15, where she read 
paper “The Adrenal Pituitary Stress 
Mechanism and Some Associated Physi- 
ological Changes Important the Anes- 
thetist.” 

Sister Verona has been selected 
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committee the National Art Associa- 
tion work with group developing 
curriculum for the primary division. 
This project will conducted Viterbo 
College LaCrosse. Sister Helen Claire 
will join that faculty for the summer 
teach Latin. Sister Laurice will return 
College St. Scholastica Duluth 
continue her work instructor Gre- 
gorian Chant. Members the com- 
munity will engaged summer ses- 
sions, either teachers students, 
two graduate schools and eight colleges. 
More than Sisters will staff religious 
vacation schools the diocese. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


Two distinctive features the Holy 
Week services St. Scholastica’s this 
year were Tenebrae English and the 
Holy Saturday Midnight Vigil service. 

The Rev. Raban Hathorn, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad’s Abbey, will return teach 
chant during the summer and conduct 
course based Marmion’s Christ 
His Mysteries. the chant course, special 


emphasis will placed upon the chant 
the Divine Office. 


Fifty Sisters from the community will 
attend summer sessions the following 
colleges and universities: Mount St. 
Scholastica College, Atchison, Kans.; 
Marymount College, Salina, Kans.; In- 
carnate Word College and Our Lady 
the Lake College, San Antonio, Texas; 
Notre Dame University, South Bend, 
Ind.; St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo.; 
College St. Teresa, Kansas City, 
College St. Scholastica, Duluth, Minn.; 
the American Conservatory, Chicago; and 
the Catholic University, Washington, 
D.C. 

The Most Rev. Albert Fletcher will 
officiate the investiture postulants 
the habit June 24, the traditional 
reception day. 

Sister Loretta, subprioress and mathe- 


matics teacher the Academy, and Sister 
Stanislaus, artist and former teacher 
art, are observing the Golden Jubilee 
profession July 31. 


ARKANSAS 


Members the community participat- 
Rosary Crusade Rally which 
the Rev. Patrick Peyton, originator 
the “Family Theatre,” was the principal 
speaker. The Blessed Sacrament Church 
Choir, under the direction Sister Modes- 
ta, furnished the music for the occasion. 
Artistic stage decorations, featuring the 
motto, “The Family That Prays To- 
gether Stays Together,” were made 
Sister Bernardina. 

The new addition St. Bernard’s Hos- 
pital nearing completion, and will 
dedicated July. 

addition the Novitiate Library 
Holy Angels Convent was made recent- 
through the kindness St. John’s Uni- 
versity Library, Collegeville, Minn. 


ANGEL, 


new building under construction 
Mount Angel Women’s College will pro- 
vide administration offices, class rooms, 
libary, and assembly room for future 
college classes. 

Sister Carol and Sister Annette attend- 
the annual music conference the 
University Oregon School Music, 
Jan. 18-19. 


Aspirant, postulant, novice, and scho- 
lastic participants panel religious 
vocations St. Benedict’s Academy pro- 
vided realistic demonstration ideals for 
student body some 600 girls. Mother 
Dolores concluded the panel with timely 
address. 

The first annual diocesan business con- 
test held throughout the Pittsburgh 
diocese during the past semester brought 
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honor St. Benedict’s Academy. The 
commercial teachers, Sister Hildegarde, 
Sister Amelia, Sister Benigna, and Sister 
Mary John received special commenda- 
tion for the achievements their students. 

the Altoona diocese, St. Benedict’s 
Grade School Carrolltown won first 
place for the second year the Dramatics 
Tournament. The teacher this group 
Sister Angelica. 


St. MINNESOTA 


January 13, New Prague Communi- 
Memorial Hospital was dedicated 
the Most Rev. John Gregory Murray, 
Archbishop St. Paul. This 42-bed 
hospital the eighth opened the 
Sisters St. Benedict years 
hospital service. 

Construction was recently begun 
addition the Nurses Home St. Cloud 
Hospital. 

Abbess Augustina Wihermueller St. 
Walburga’s Convent Eichstatt visited 
St. Benedict’s March. Her visit co- 
incided with the 90th anniversary the 
death Mother Benedicta Riepp, who 
came from St. Walburga’s and 1857 
came the present site the Convent 
St. Benedict. Mother Benedicta’s 
grave the convent cemetery here. 

Sunday, March 16, the Honors 
Convocation the Omega Chapter 
Delta Epsilon Sigma, national Catholic 
honor society, Miss Betty Schneider, 
national director Friendship Houses 
and alumna the College St. Benedict, 
was inducted member. the cere- 
mony Mother Richarda, president the 
college, presented Miss Schneider with 
full-tuition scholarship for four years 
granted the student her choice. 
This grant was given recognition 
Miss Schneider’s work for interracial 
justice. 

new priory being established the 
diocese Seattle, according announce- 
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ment early May. Thirty-five volun- 
teers have been appointed members 
the new priory, which will have its mother- 
house Tacoma where Benedictine Sis- 
ters have taught since 1892. Arrange- 
ments for the new priory’s establishment 
have been made Mother Rosamond, 
Mother President the Congregation 
St. Benedict. This the third new 
priory founded four years the 
motherhouse St. Joseph. 


Sr. Marys, County, PENNSYLVANIA 
St. Mary’s Catholic High School, St. 


Marys, Pennsylvania, staffed Benedic-. 


tine Sisters, emerged from revaluation 
the Middle States Association, Feb. 
24, with over-all rating “Good.” 
The school was commened for its diversi 
fied course studies, the flexibility 
offerings, and its excellent industrial arts 
program, this being the only Catholic High 
School the state with such vocational 
department. The school also received 
high rating for its library and guidance 
services, religion, and social studies. 
Equally commendable were the spirit 
loyalty and cooperation among the stu- 
dents and the friendly pupil-teacher re- 
lationship. 

Rev. Mother Augustina, Lady Abbess 
St. Walburga’s Convent 
interrupted her itinerary visit the first 
American foundation Benedictine Sis- 
ters, St. Marys, April 4-5. 


singular privilege came Sacred 
Heart Convent when the Most Rev. Am- 
leto Cicognani, apostolic delegate the 
United States, visited the community 
March 26. The Archbishop was wel- 
comed with the official liturgical reception 
guests, the chanting the Laudes 
Hincmaro acclamations. Sisters from the 
convent and Sacred Heart Hospital, stu- 
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dents Mount Marty College and High 
School, and visiting clergy and laity took 
part the reception. 


Rev. Mother Jerome, president 
Mount Marty College, and Sister Teresa, 
instructor English, attended the Na- 
tional Catholic Educational Association 
meeting Kansas City, April 15-18. 

St. Mary’s Hospital, Pierre, which 
conducted the Yankton Benedictines, 
was emergency center during the early 
April flood disaster that area. Coast 
Guard helicopter provided door-to-door 
service for many the flood victims who 
could reach St. Mary’s other means. 


Sister Beata, principal Trinity High 
School, Hartington, Nebr., received 
all-expense-paid round trip Valley 
Forge and its historic environs one 
the national Freedoms Awards for 1952. 
The award was merited because out- 
standing contributions freedom which 
the school had made through its bulletin 
board display for the preceding year. 


Contracts are being let June for 
new chapel St. Mary’s Hospital, Pierre, 
and for diocesan home for the aged, also 
Pierre, which will built the diocese 
and staffed Sisters from Yankton. 


unique event took place May 
when the sacrament Extreme Unction 
was administered Sister Rhabana 
public ceremony the Bishop Marty 
Memorial Chapel after the conventual 
high Mass that day. Sister Rhabana, 


who ninety-four years age, received 
the sacrament her own request and the 
plan have administered the chapel 
was approved the Most Rev. William 
Brady, Bishop the diocese. ex- 
planation the ceremony accompanied 
its administration and thus served 
means instruction and edification. 

Twenty postulants will received into 
the novitiate and twenty novices will 
make temporary vows the investiture 
and profession ceremonies June and 
29. The class make final vows num- 
bers nine, and there are four golden 
jubilarians and seventeen silver jubi- 
larians. 

feature the summer session 
Mount Marty College course Sac- 
red Scripture the Rev. Bernardine 
Shine, O.S.B., St. Meinrad’s Abbey. 
Father Bernardine will also conduct three 
retreats for the Sisters early June. 

Sisters doing graduate work this sum- 
mer include Sister Natalie and Sister 
Celeste, Marquette University; Sister 
Marie and Sister Brian, St. Louis Uni- 
versity; Sister Laurina and SisterJeanette, 
Catholic University America; Sister 
Thaddea, Sister Eustella, Sister Laeticia, 
Sister Gladys, and Sister Dolorita, Uni- 
versity Nebraska. 

Mother Jerome will deliver paper 
the annual Liturgical Workshop which 
meets Cleveland late August. Her 
topic Role the School Cre- 
ating the Easter Spirit.” 
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Donnelly College Kansas City, Kans., 
was accredited the State Department 
Education and the University Kan- 
sas January, 1952, its third year 
operation two-year college. Sister 
Jerome Keeler dean Donnelly Col- 
lege. 

January saw the publication Contes 
Comedies, collection short stories 
and comedies contemporary French 
authors for use high-school and college 
French classes. The compilation the 
joint work Sister Jerome and Undine 
Livaudais Fitzgerald, and published 
Harper and Brothers New York. 

Three Colorado girls entered the novi- 
tiate January. They are Margaret 
Montoya, Wheat Ridge, Adelicia Lopez, 
Aguilar, and Elizabeth Cogan, Buena 
Vista. 

Forty Hours devotion was held 
Mount St. Scholastica Jan. 18-20. The 
Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S.B., was cele- 
brant the solemn high Mass, which 
opened the devotion. was assisted 
the Rev. Kieran O.S.B., 
deacon; the Very Rev. David Kinish, 
S.B., subdeacon; Frater Gabriel Eckart, 
master ceremonies. The Acad- 
emy students formed the procession. 
the solemn high Mass the third day, 
Father Francis was assisted the Rev. 
Damian Boeding, O.S.B., deacon; Father 
David, subdeacon; and Frater Brian 
Kelly, O.S.B., master ceremonies. The 
Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
officiated the closing ceremonies with 
solemn Benediction following the pro- 
cession. Father David was presbyter as- 
sistant; the Rev. Martin Taylor, O.S.B., 
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deacon; and Father Francis, 
College juniors and seniors formed the 
procession. 

The feast St. Aelred, Jan. 12, 
patronal feast the Rev. Mother Alfred 
Schroll, was observed solemn high 
Mass the St. Scholastica Chapel. 
Father Francis was celebrant the Mass. 
The student group greeted Mother Alfred 
the eve her feast, the academy pre- 
senting choral reading the life St. 
Aelred, written Sister Paula Howard. 

Kramer, head the education depart- 
ment the college, Sister Mary Austin 
Schirmer assumed full-time responsibility 
the department for the second semester. 

The Most Rev. Edward Hunkeler, 
Bishop Kansas City Kansas, was 
celebrant pontifical high Mass the 
Feast St. Scholastica, Feb. 11, the 
St. Scholastica Chapel. The celebration 
the feast was transferred from Feb. 10, 
which was Septuagesima Sunday. Officers 
the Mass were follows: Father Da- 
vid, presbyter assistant; the Rev. Edwin 
Watson, O.S.B., and Father Kieran, 
deacons honor; the Rev. Bertrand 
Noue, O.S.B., deacon the Mass; Father 
Martin, subdeacon; Father Francis and 
Frater Gerard Senecal, O.S.B., masters 
ceremonies. 

Sister Florence Feeney, college libra- 
rian, attended meeting the executive 
council the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion held Rosary College, River Forest, 
Ill., early February. 

Mother Adelaide Rabida, O.S.B., St. 
Scholastica Convent, Chicago, and Moth- 
Vincent Hamilton, St. Walburg 
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Convent, Elizabeth, N.J., visited the 
Mount enroute San Diego, where they 
held visitation. Mother Alfred joined 
them Colorado late February, and 
with them made visitation missions, 
including both Chicago and Atchison 
Benedictines, the Denver and Pueblo 
dioceses. 

Sister Eva Halasey’s “Canticles the 
Incarnation” appeared the Catholic 
Educator for February. 

The state board the Kansas Unit 
National Catholic Music Educators Asso- 
ciation met the college Feb. 22. 
Sister Celine Goodwin, state president, 
called the meeting formulate tentative 
plans for the state convention held 
the Mount during Thanksgiving vaca- 
tion. Sister Geraldine Jacobs mem- 
ber the advisory board. Diocesan 
presidents who attended were Sister Doro- 
thy, St. Mary College, Xavier; Sister 
Gabriella, Marymount College, Salina; 
and Sister Athanasius, Catholic High 
School, Wichita. Members the clergy 
present were the Very Rev. Msgr. 
Brown, Belleville; the Rev. Herman 
Koch, Kansas City; the Rev. Quintin 
Malone and the Rev. Arthur Barth, 
Wichita; the Rev. Anselm Llewellyn, 
§.B., Atchison; and the Rev. Donald 
Goens, Waverly. 

Sister Helen Sullivan and Sister Jean- 
ette Obrist attended the 37th annual 
meeting the Kansas Section the 
Mathematics Association America 
Bethany College, Lindsborg, March 29. 

Mother Alfred and Sister Augusta 
Parle made trip California during the 
week March 7-15 the interests 
new Benedictine foundation there. Paro- 
chial schools Baldwin Park and Azusa 
mark beginnings the archdiocese Los 
Angeles, where the new motherhouse will 
located. 

solemn high Mass marked the feast 
St. Benedict March 21. Father 
Francis was celebrant the Mass and 


Father Bernard preached the sermon for 
the occasion. 

Accompanying the student delegation 
the spring congress the Central Mid- 
west Region the National Federation 
Catholic College Students were Sister 
Imogene Baker and Sister Audrey Aaron. 
The congress convened Sacred Heart 
College, Wichita, 

The annual diocesan music day was 
held Atchison April 30, with all Atchi- 
son and neighboring parochial schools 
participating. Mount St. Scholastica 
Academy and Maur Hill also joined the 
Mass and the program. The latter event 
was held the Mount auditorium. Sister 
Celine was general chairman, with Father 
Anselm directing the combined choir. 

Attending the pontifical Mass celebrat- 
Abbot Cuthbert mark the Golden 
Jubilee St. Benedict’s Parish Kansas 
City, Kans., were the following from 
Mount St. Scholastica: Mother Alfred, 
Sister Augusta, Sister Stella, Sister Rose, 
Sister Lucina, Sister Ambrose, Sister Flo- 
rence, Sister Mary Michael, and Sister 
Clarita. 

Holy Week services Mount St. Scho- 
lastica were carried out full liturgical 
splendor. Celebrant the solemn high 
Mass Palm Sunday was Father David, 
assisted Father Bertrand, deacon; 
Father Kieran, subdeacon; and Frater 
Jude, master ceremonies. The Passion 
was chanted Father Theodore, Father 
Aloysius, and Father John. Father Da- 
vid was also celebrant the Mass 
Holy Thursday, with Father Kieran, 
deacon; Father Bertrand, subdeacon; and 
Father Harold, master ceremonies. 
Abbot Cuthbert sang the Pontifical Mass 
Good Friday. Father David was pres- 
byter assistant; Father Gilbert and Father 
Arthur, deacons honor; Father Edwin, 
deacon the Mass; Father Martin, sub- 
deacon; Father Harold and Frater Ger- 
ard, masters ceremonies. Frater Ken- 
neth was crucifer for the procession. 
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Chanters the Passion were Father The- 
odore, Father Aloysius, and Father 
Eugene. Holy Saturday Father Fran- 
cis was celebrant, with Father Martin, 
deacon, Father David, subdeacon, and 
Father Harold, master ceremonies. 
Father David was celebrant the solemn 
high Mass Easter Sunday, and preached 
the sermon. Father Edwin was deacon, 
Father Kieran, subdeacon, and Frater 
Leonard, master ceremonies. Father 
David officiated solemn Vespers the 
afternoon, assisted Father Edwin, 
Father Kieran, and Frater Leonard. 
Alternate cantors were Frater Camillus, 
Frater Fidelis, Frater Kevin, and Frater 
Marcellus. Brothers from the abbey 
were servers throughout the week. 

Sister Imogene, dean the college, and 
Sister Mary Austin the education de- 
partment represented Mount St. Scholas- 
tica the 57th annual meeting the 
North Central Association Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, held Chicago, 
April 24. During this week also they 
attended meeting the Midwest 
regional section the National Catholic 
Educational Association. 

Father Francis, Sister Agnes Claire 
Schroll, and Sister Maurine Sullivan ac- 
companied faculty-student delegation 
the Kansas State Conference Reli- 
gion and Politics Manhattan, April 3-5. 

Attending the annual meeting the 
American Catholic Philosophical Associ- 
ation Cleveland, April 17-18, were Sis- 
ter Dunstan Delehant and Sister Helen 
Sullivan. They also stopped Chicago 
for the NEA sponsored National Con- 
ference Higher Education. 

Sister Teresa Ann Doyle participated 
panel discussion the New Criticism 
the annual meeting the Kansas Asso- 
ciation College Teachers English, 
held Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
April 18-19. She was accompanied 
Sister Scholastica Schuster. 

Accompanied Mother Adelaide 
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St. Scholastica Chicago, Mother Alfred 
made visitation tour Benedictine 
communities the Congregation St. 
Scholastica Louisiana, Alabama, and 
Oklahoma. This trip was made between 
April and May 

Benedictine visitors the Mount dur- 
ing Easter week included the Right 
Baldwin Dworschak, O.S.B., abbot St. 
John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minn.; Mother 
Athanasius and Sister Raymond St. 
Scholastica Duluth, Minn.; Mother 
Amelia and Sister Immaculata Sacred 
Heart Convent, Lisle, Sister Martha 
Maria, Sister Annunciata, and Sister Cor- 
nelia, St. Walburg Convent, Eliza- 
beth, N.J. 

The annual meeting the National 
Catholic Educational Association, held 
this year Kansas City during Easter 
week, gave opportunity for many Sisters 
Mount St. Scholastica attend. 
several schools the vacation was extended 
attend. 

Sister Jerome, dean Donnelly Col- 
lege Kansas City, Kans., participated 
panel discussion the Deans and 
Registrars section the National Cath- 
olic Educational Association, April 19. 

new venture Sister Lillian Muell 
was the composition lyrics for the 
Gilbert Comedy, “Engaged.” They were 
set music student Mount St. 
Scholastica College, Miss Isabel Fritz 
Maplewood, N.J., and the play was pro- 
duced Students Mount St. Scholasti- 
tica and St. Benedict’s colleges April 
27-28. 

Dom Aelred Graham, O.S.B., Prior 
Gregory’s Priory, Portsmouth, R.I., was 
guest Mount St. Scholastica May 

May Mother Alfred announced 
the appointment Sister Maurus Wempe 
Secretary the Council. Sister Maur- 
was principal the parochial school 
National City, Calif., the time 
her appointment, returning Atchison 
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Alfred assume her new duties June. The Grail Press, St. Meinrad, Ind., 
ictine The annual community retreat, June commemorative booklet. 

St. 410, was conducted the Right Rev. The annual Corpus Christi procession 
and Aidan Williams, O.S.B., former abbot followed conventual solemn high Mass 


Michael’s Abbey Belmont, England, o’clock June 12. The Very Rev. 
now St. Gregory’s Priory, Portsmouth, David Kinish, was celebrant; the 
dur- More than five hundred Sisters Very Rev. Conrad Louis, deacon; 


Rev. were the convent for this retreat. and the Rev. Felix Nolte, O.S.B., sub- 
St. Sister Ethelburg, moderator the col- deacon. The Rev. Angelus Lingenfelser, 
other lege Confraternity Christian Doctrine, O.S.B., was cross-bearer, and brothers 
St. spent the second week June Loretto the abbey served. 
other Heights College, Denver, Colo., parti- Although more than 200 Sisters the 
acred cipating workshop the Confre- community enroll classes Mount St. 
artha ternity. Scholastica for the summer session, many 
The American Benedictine Review pub- enroll other colleges and universities 
lished Cancer Problem” the late for graduate work and special training. 
Sister Anthony Payne the winter Sister Jerome returns Catholic Univer- 
ional number. Sister Anthony had prepared sity Washington, D.C., join the 
held this paper for presentation the Science teaching staff for the summer session. 
aster meeting the American Benedictine the same university students are 
Academy Latrobe last August, when Sister Mary William, Sister Paula, and 
she was prevented death. Sister Noel. Sister Rose Angela and 
nded Catholic School Fournal carried poems Sister Vera are continuing graduate work 
Sister Antoinette April and June Immaculate Heart College Los An- 
issues, poems also The Little Missionary geles. the Chicago Art Institute are 
Col- for December, January, March, May, and Sister DePazzi, Sister Jeanne Marie, 
June, and poem Manna. article Sister Egberta, and Sister Gratia, while 
and Manuscript Writing Sister Agnese Sister Suzanne studying the Kansas 
appeared the March issue Catholic City Music. Sister 
School Fournal. Roberta and Sister Huberta are studying 
Introduction the Philosophy library science Rosary College, River 
Natural and Mathematical Sciences, pub- Forest, and Sister Malachy and Sis- 
were lished June Vantage Press Inc., ter Scholastica are studying speech 
St. New York, the work Sister Helen Northwestern University. 
Sullivan, head the mathematics depart- Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
ment the college. intended Sister Constancea, Sister Celeste, Sister 
text book the philosophy Irma, and Sister Liguori are continuing 
science. work, while Sister Mary Richard and Sis- 
Sister Gonzaga Engelhart translator ter Margaret Mary are newly enrolled 
Spring and Harvest, account nine there. St. Louis University claims Sister 
was hundred years the Convent St. Wal- Andrea, Sister Brigida, Sister Juanita, 
burg, Eichstatt, Bavaria, originally writ- Sister Mary Faith, and Sister Mary Paul. 
aced ten German nuns that convent. Five graduate students the University 
mpe St. Walburg’s Eichstatt the cradle Notre Dame are Sister Aelred, Sister 
great family Benedictine Sisters Rosaria, Sister Francita, Sister Leander, 
the United States who celebrate their first and Sister Terrance. 
centenary this country 1952. The The largest group goes Creighton 
tanslation was published this summer University Omaha, Nebr. Included 
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this group are Sister Fara, Sister Placi- 
da, Sister Simplicia, Sister Julitta, Sister 
Mary Cyril, Sister Dolorita, Sister An- 
nette, Sister Fabiola, Sister Mary Grego- 
ry, Sister Mary Philip, Sister Clarissa, 
Sister Theresita, Sister Agnes, Sister Mary 
Austin, Sister Rosetta, Sister Damian, 
Sister Mary Pius, and Sister Emerich. 


the new San Diego College for Women, 
the following are enrolled: Sister Agnella, 
Sister Edna, Sister Irmaline, Sister 
Mary Hope, and Sister Callista. Sister 
Geraldine, Sister Charitas, and Sister 
Rosina are studying the Paul Christi- 
ansen Choral School Denver. 


OBITUARY 


Sister Mary Mechtildis Schmucker died 
Feb. St. Bernard’s Hospital, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. She was years age, 
the last remaining member the group 
Benedictine Sisters received Mount 
St. Scholastica after the dissolution 
their convent France the French 
government 1904. Born Stetten, 
Wiirttemberg, Germany, July 17, 
1863, she had entered the convent 
Flavigny sur Moselle France July 
1883. Sister Mary Mechtildis made 
her religious profession this convent 
1886, remaining there until she came 
Mount St. Scholastica Atchison. For 
many years after her reception the 
community, Sister Mechtildis served 
sacristan and seamstress. Her funeral 
was held Feb. from the Choir Chapel, 
following Office the Dead and Requiem 
High Mass. 
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Sister Eleanora McNally died suddenly 
June 18, the age 85. Her death, 
which had not been preceded any ill- 
ness, was attributed heart failure. She 
had been member the community 
Mount St. Scholastica for years. Born 
Mary Ellen McNally, Sept. 27, 1866, 
St. Patrick’s parish, south Atchison, 
she received the name Sister Eleanora 
after her entrance into the novitiate Nov. 
1887. She made profession May 
1889. Since 1931 she had been stationed 
the motherhouse, having taught the 
parochial schools Kansas, Nebraska, 
Iowa, and Missouri previous that time. 
She survived one brother, James 
McNally Atchison. Her funeral was 
held June 21, with the Office the 
Dead and Requiem High Mass the St. 
Scholastica Chapel. 
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Book Reviews 


Introduction the Philosophy 
Natural and Mathematical Sciences. 
Sister Helen Sullivan, O.S.B., Ph.D. New 
York: Vantage Press, 1952. Pp. 396. $3.75. 


College students specializing mathe- 
matics and the natural sciences under 
existing programs study are often ob- 
liged devote much time these sub- 
jects, which require intense application 
for their mastery, that they are some 
danger acquiring narrowness view- 
point hardly keeping with the aims 
education. The study his- 
tory, literature and theology certain 
extent redresses the balance, but these 
cannot supply the place philosophy. 
Among the important services performed 
for the students science and mathe- 
matics that part philosophy which 
inquires into the nature human 
knowledge and evaluates its various 
forms, the determination the import 
which the sciences have knowledge 
acertain kind differing from other kinds, 
and their relation with the rest our 
knowledge. This the concern the 
philosophy science, relatively new de- 
velopment within the last seventy-five 
years, which owes its origin the first 
place the reflections scientists and 
mathematicians themselves. Valuable 
many their insights were, these men 
were often hampered their inadequate 
and faulty philosophical equipment, with 
the result that some their conclusions 
were misleading even false. only 
rather recently that Catholic philosophers 
ave begun interest themselves 
these same problems with the aid the 
tradition stemming from 
St. Thomas Aquinas. Among the few 
important Catholic names this field are 
those Professor Maritain, Bishop 
Sheen, and Canon Renoirte Louvain. 

older generation belonged the 
French Catholic physicist and historian 
science, Pierre Duhem, who contri- 
buted articles the Catholic Encyclope- 
dia, and besides his monumental historical 


works wrote sort classic its kind: 
Theorie Physique, which one may re- 
gret one has thus far translated into 
English. 

Sister Helen Sullivan’s 
courageous pioneering effort give 
the philosophy science rights citizen- 
ship the realm Catholic college edu- 
cation. seventeen chapters, each pre- 
ceded resumé and followed sug- 
gested readings, topics for discussion, and 
questions, she presents book 
primarily serve guide for reading 
course,” with enough material for one- 
semester course three hours for full 
year. After chapters concerning the 
starting point the philosophy science, 
the hierarchy the speculative sciences 
based the traditional scholastic doc- 
trine the three degrees abstraction, 
the relation the knower the objects 
knowledge, theories nature, scientism 
and mathematicism, separate chapters 
deal with the physical sciences, the bio- 
logical sciences, and mathematics. These 
are followed chapter devoted the 
study space, time, and motion, and 
another acquainting the student briefly 
with contemporary schools thought 
concerning the foundations mathema- 
tics. The last four chapters elucidate 
some the characteristics science 
(contingency, necessity, causality, verifi- 
cation, certitude, truth), discuss the value 
science and the role the student 
the liberal arts the world modern 
science, and make plea for “wholeness 
integrity view.” extensive bibli- 
ography books and articles and index 
are provided. 

The student who exposed the kind 
reading course which this book makes 
possible will enabled understand 
better what the nature human 
knowledge, how the kinds knowledge 
differ from each other, how they are re- 
lated, particular what the value 
the natural and mathematical sciences, 
not the practical utilitarian sense— 
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which obvious enough since applied 
science has revolutionized human life— 
but the theoretical sense, exhibiting 
the scope well the limitations the 
various natural and mathematical scien- 
ces man’s never-ending effort cope 
with the confusing richness the world 
our experience. 

St. Thomas attributed man natural 
though inefficacious desire for the posses- 
sion God, desire which Christian 
revelation assures finds fulfillment 
through the free gift and generosity 
God. chief sign intimation this 
desire for God man’s unquenchable 
thirst for knowledge. distinctive 
merit this Introduction the Philosophy 
Natural and Mathematical Sciences that 
the student’s attention ,and that shows 
him clearly the basis principles why 
scientific knowledge severely Jimited, 
why some the most important truths 
for human life escape the range science 
and must therefore sought from 
philosophy and above all from theology, 
the queen all the sciences. 


Rev. Ernest Kilzer, 


Law, Liberty, and Love: Study Chris- 
tian Obedience, Foundation European 
Civilization. Columba Cary-Elwes, Monk 
Ampleforth. With preface Professor 
Arnold Toynbee. London: Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1950. Pp. 256. 10s 6d. 

its own admission, this volume has 
practical goal. writer has felt 
impelled,” reads the introduction, “to 
make his contribution the restoration 
the good life Europe... examin- 
ing without any spirit antagonism 
controversy the principles law, liberty, 
and love, they emerge the Gospels 
and the remainder the New Testament, 
the early Church, the Benedictine 
centuries and after” (p. do- 
ing, the writer hopes make obedience 
ecclesiastical authority less repellent 
the modern Western mind, brought 
upon the dogma private judgment and 
the sanctity the human conscience” 
(p. 16). 

this sanctity the human consci- 
ence and the primacy love Dom Co- 
lumba hopes find common ground with 
the Protestant mind. All must admit, 
says, that true love should grounded 
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reason. Now ecclesiastical law can 
way conflict with love under- 
stood, since but the truth-judgment 
upon conduct the Church which Christ 
instituted guard His revelation from 
When love, then, finds ex- 
pression obedience authority, its 
obedience way opposed liberty, 
Rather, willing obedience free 
one, for what willingly given 
freely. There find liberty” 


Points interest abound this study, 
One the earliest the contrast drawn 
between the primarily ascetic use obe- 
dience Eastern monachism and the 
link between love and obedience which 
central Benedictine thought. Dom 
Columba writes: 

St. Benedict... has...extended the opera- 

tion our love over wider area our life 

than was normally envisaged perhaps the 

Fathers the Desert. For them love for 

God meant the love prayer: they went 

the desert search that quiet and abstrac- 

tion from earthly things order find God 
himself their souls. St. Benedict did the 
same; and his monks seek God himself. 

But over the everyday activities monk, 

now extends the mantle love, for has 

explained that the rule and the voice the 
superior are indirectly the voice God. 

Therefore they can obeyed from love. 


St. Benedict therefore may said have 
added the Eastern ideal contemplative 
love which never abandons the love 
obedience, active love, and thus set his 
monks upon trail practical activity for the 
benefit the Church and all mankind 
which little dreamed (pp. 92-93). 

But Dom Columba not narrowly 
partisan his own founder. For him St. 
Francis Assisi “the supreme example 
those who know how combine both 
spirit and letter, law and liberty, love and 
obedience” (p. 146), while the Ignatian 
ideal obedience one the chief fac- 
tors the rally Catholic forces after 
the rise “autonomous man” the time 
the Renaissance and the Reformation. 
This “study idea which has mould- 
civilization” (p. 15) concluded with 
consideration the social teaching 
the recent Popes and the doctrine the 
Little Flower. 

While the author’s style writing 
occasionally calls for better integration, 
sets forth his thesis persuasively. 
one which individuals 
would wise heed: the heart 
the Christian way life, expressed it- 
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self obedience, and obedience expressed 
action. was thus that western 
Christendom was made and unmade. 
Love, like light lamp, having been 
snuffed out, our feet stumble the dark- 
ness” (p. 15). 

Sister Dunstan Delehant, 


Pioneer Days Idaho County. Volume II. 
Sister Alfreda Elsensohn, 
Edited Eugene Hoy. Illustrated from 
hotographs. Idaho: The Caxton 
Printers, Ltd., 1951. Pp. 618. $10.00. 

the second volume Pioneer Days 
Idaho County, Sister Alfreda Elsen- 
sohn has continued her intensely scholar- 
treatment the history Idaho 
county her own native state. This 
second book, strengthened both value 
and interest wealth first-hand 
source materials, definitive work. 

Divided into three major parts, the 
book treats geographical, historical, 
and cultural features Idaho County 
which make that section the northwest 
important the whole picture the ad- 
vance civilization under the domina- 
tion the settlers the nineteenth cen- 
tury. The rivers, the mountains, the 
forests, and the Indian trails are all de- 
scribed detail. Thorough investigation 
and much research the writing about 
this frontier region evidenced through- 
out the book. 

Several outstanding features Pioneer 
Days Idaho County need noted. 
Besides the fact that the whole work 
almost exhaustive its treatment, special 
notice must made the extensive use 
quotations either from the journals 
the area, from people who lived there 
the pioneer days, 
documents. Such first-hand accounts 
make the history area come alive 
while one reading it. The section 
the Nez Perce Indians unusually valu- 
able, tracing does the gradual con- 
version Indian lands into places 
settlement and the relentless movement 
toward reservations for the once proud 
owners the lands Idaho. The Nez 
Perce, tribe named Lewis and 
Clark even though there assurance 
that piercing noses was ever practice 
with them, are shown Sister Alfreda 
among the most intelligent the 
ndians and have very high social 


morality. The sections dealing with 
their religious practices and their customs 
are among the most interesting the 
book. 

That Idaho County still somewhat 
pioneer land evidenced the con- 
vincing contemporary accounts travels 
and expeditions along the rivers famous 
since Nez Perce days, journeys pack 
train into the less accessible mountainous 
areas. regional piece writing 
special interest those who live the 
section Idaho described, Pioneer Days 


the first volume, Sister Alfreda proves 
that her own state there material for 
the scholar’s search and beauty for the 
author’s pen record. 


Sister Scholastica Schuster, 


The Ascent Truth. Thomas Merton. 
New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
1951. Pp. 342. $3.50. 


The Ascent Truth the task Thomas 
Merton sets himself define the 
nature the contemplative experience, 
show something the necessary 
ascesis which leads it, and give 
brief sketch mature contemplation” 
(p. 12). The book, accordingly, divid- 
into three parts: Cloud and the 
Fire”; “Reason and Mysticism St. 
John the Cross”; and “Doctrine and 
Experience.” 

Part concerned with establishing 
basic concepts and exposing errors: illu- 
sions resulting from excessive reliance 
the senses the one hand and defiance 
reason the other; the baselessness 
modern unbelief; learning the lesson 
detachment; various manifestations 
false mysticism; darkness and light 
St. John the Cross; the doctrine 
analogy; the passage from faith spirit- 
ual understanding. 

Part after discussing the theolo- 
gical training St. John the Cross the 
author takes intellectualism and 
mysticism; the role reason the life 
contemplation; the psychology 
ascetics and their aberrations; the part 
played the Gifts the Holy Ghost; 
the role intelligence the prayer 

Part III devoted examination 
the relation reason revealed 
truth and ecclesiastical authority; the 
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darkness faith and the certitude 
faith; the loving knowledge God; com- 
plete purification the soul; and pene- 
tration into the mysteries Christ. 

This summary the content the 
book may suggest that leaves little un- 
said the subject. does, indeed, 
contain great deal, but makes pre- 
tensions being exhaustive. Toward 
the end the volume the author modest- 
declares his purpose have been 
bring the frontier the Promised 
Land and view its landscape from the 
wrong side give clear 
and concrete idea the prelude 
mysticism....” (p. 286). 

accompany him his journey 
get the impression that has been 
here before. leans, rightly, sound 
authorities St. Gregory Nyssa, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, and above all St. John 
the Cross; among the moderns, 
Maritain. These are reliable 
But Merton not merely quoting. His 
pages are stamped with evidence that 
knows what talking about. They re- 
veal firm grasp scholastic philosophy 
and sharply-defined theological knowl- 
edge. Only occasionally does one hesitate. 
For instance, declaration like that 
ascribed (without reference) St. John 
the Cross about the formal seeking 
pleasure “for its own sake not 
necessarily being formally sinful” (p. 169) 
might well carry footnote prevent 
its becoming entangled with condemned 
(cf. Denzier-Umberg, 1158, 

9). 


this book Merton emerges with 
disciplined style marked clarity, force, 
grace, and beauty. One good thing after 
another springs the eye: modern 
American city not altogether propi- 
tious place which try love God. 
You cannot love Him unless you know 
Him. And you cannot come know 
Him unless you have little time and 
little peace which pray and think 
about Him and study His truth” (p. 4). 
Some would regard that excellent 
passage for religious superiors ponder. 
Another: recapture something the 
calm and the balance that ought always 
ours, and understand that life 
far too great gift squandered 
anything less than perfection” (p. 10). 

English this clean-woven sort pre- 
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dominates the book. But there are 
areas richer texture. Take 
reading the lives the saints and 
the experiences the mystics, some 
people become convinced that the mysti- 
cal life must something like Wag. 
nerian opera. Tremendous things keep 
happening all the time. Every new mo- 
tion the spirit heralded thunder 
and lightning. The heavens crack open 
and the soul sails upward out the body 
into burst unearthly and splendid 
light. There comes face face with 
God, the midst huge 
flying, singing, trumpet-playing saints 
and angels. There eloquent ex- 
change views between the soul and 
God operatic duet that lasts least 
seven hours, for seven mystical num- 
ber. All this punctuated earth- 
quakes, solar and lunar eclipses, and the 
explosion supersubstantial bombs. 
Eventually, after brief musical preview 
the end the world and the Last 
Judgment, the soul pirouettes gracefully 
back into the body and the mystic comes 
himself discover that surround- 
the hushed, admiring circle fel- 
low religious, including one two who 
are surreptitiously taking down notes 
the event view some future process 
canonization” (p. 185). little long 
for quotation, but pretty good! 


The Ascent Truth has down-to- 
earth quality that makes most instruc- 
tive reading. Witness the author’s acute 
understanding the psychology 
mystics and their tangential swervings. 
Father Louis (to use his religious 
name) keeps his feet the ground all 
the way. the same time there 
range vision that sweeps unlimited 
vistas. This book ought bring the 
doctrine disseminates into the market- 
place, any rate into the marketplace 
those who have least modicum 
religious seriousness about themselves. 
What name could attract wider circle 
readers than that Thomas Merton? 
And that wide circle readers might find 
difficult find better qualified guide. 
Not the least impressive fact about the 
book that the achievement one 
relatively young religious life. Single- 
ness purpose pursued without inter- 
ference, perhaps that the answer. 


Rev. Quentin Schaut, 
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Catholicism and the World Today. Dom 
Aelred Graham, Prior St. Gregory’s, Ports- 
mouth, Rhode, Island. New York: David 
McKay Company, 1952. Pp. xiii, 234. $3.00. 
Dom begins his book with the 

statement, one who chooses think 

about the modern world will deny that 

Catholicism presents with problem, 

rather with series problems.” 

These problems reduces two: 

Basic and the “Individual 

the Community?” They vary with the 

group: good pagans, secularists, human- 
romanticists, agnostics. With 
regard the first problem, the author 
lists three basic alternatives, ineluct- 
able either/ors, but the one which calls 
the question questions, compared with 
which all others are trifling importance 
this: Does there exist creator God 
whose providence extends end unto 
end mightily and orders all things 
does there not? (pp. 


and 34). 


Sympathetic explanations, not specific 
directives, are given toward the solution 
the problems for each group. The 
author stops for most necessary and 
well-expressed explanation natural 
law the basis morality all political 
and social institutions, and the criterion 
which they are judged. deal- 
ing with the problem the Church’s 
authoritarianism, quite naturally enters 
his answer Blanshard’s attack the 
Church’s power. 


essays understand the mental 
milieux into which the Church’s teaching 
carried; for, Church has 
one all-embracing task: that testifying 
and portraying Christ the world.” 
Recently the Catholic reading public has 
been made aware this need. One part 
Pére Daniélou’s Salvation the 
Nations deals with the Islamic mentality 
that must receive the Word. Rosalind 
Murray’s Further concerned 
with the English pagan” whom 
the Word must brought. And now 
this study presents both the Protestant 
and the pagan milieux into which Christ 
must come. 


Dom Aelred reminds the reader that 
the Protestants, knowing about the In- 
carnation, are closer than any other 
group. aware the aspects 
the Church which repel bewilder our 


ee 


“separated brethren.” From his treat- 
ment the latter, can readily see 
that for him the accent 
Having pointed out the misunderstand- 
ings, urges form the Catholic 
view that looks not for sudden recruitment 
large numbers converts, but for 
humble sharing the Truth. 


Although the Catholic reader will some- 
times meet herein pages material which 
knows well, those same pages will 
also frequently encounter penetrating 
asides which must pause acquiesce 
their truth. For instance, when Dom 
Aelred speaks altar and throne rela- 
tionships, says, the Church’s na- 
tive genius sit any and every 
form temporal 147). 
Dealing with the inner citadel the in- 
dividual, remarks: “We forget that 
because the personality God’s most 
evident handiwork, constituted 
that may enter free and full communion 
only with its author” (p. 47). Again, 
“This enterprise [the building the 
Church, the Mystical Body Christ] 
what constitutes the only genuine 
progress mankind” (p. 72). (Italics are 
the reviewer’s.) 


With its sure, direct, center-of-the- 
target ideas, clothed crisp, original dic- 
tion, Catholicism and the World Today 
makes satisfying reading, particularly for 
the two groups whom directed: 
Catholics and those non-Catholics who 
think the Church’s claims suffi- 
cient import read about, “if only 
pronounce them exorbitant, specious, 
menacing, merely absurd.” 


Sister Mary Fanice Egan, 


Les XII Degres commentaire 
ascetique sur chapitre Vile Régle 


saint Benoit. Par Dom Jean Mon- 
léon, Paris: Editions Source, 1952. 
Pp. 334. 


Both his preface (p. and the 
beginning his attractively presented 
treatise (p. 29), Dom Monléon great 
pains make clear what understands 
the all-important underlying division 
St. Benedict’s development the vir- 
tue humility. While not departing 
radically from other modern commenta- 
tors (e.g. Huillier, Explication ascétique 
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Paris, Retaux, 1901. 195-308, and the 
anonymous Summarium theologiae asce- 
ticae, Bahia, Brasil: (Typographia Bene- 
dictina, 1926, 77) the marked emphasis 
this division, which sort skeletal 
support the whole work, not without 
merit and interest. 

The first section, which identified 
with the Holy Rule’s first degree 
humility, deals exhaustively with the 
question reverence toward God (pp. 45- 
105). Such reverence, which the virtue 
religion operation, obviously basic 
any workable concept monasticism. 
series short chapters, each con- 
taining adequate material for day’s 
mental prayer (there are seventy-two 
them the entire work, averaging about 
four pages each), the fear God, the 
shunning forgetfulness serving Him, 
the dread punishment, the sin Adam 
and its consequences felt us, eternal 
life, the Omnipresence God, and God 
offering sanctuary for the soul, are 
presented sort broad, practical 
commentary St. Benedict’s thought. 


The second division (pp. 107-159), 
more closely allied the usual ascetical 
concept humility than are the other 
sections, deals with the mastery the 
will, and the conquering man’s inclina- 
tion seek his own excellence. This 
effort comprises the next three steps 
St. Benedict’s ascent humility: the 
second, prohibiting the following one’s 
own will; the third, submission the will 
one’s superiors obedience; and the 
fourth, steadfastness purpose, regard- 
less the difficulties encountered. 


Dom Monléon justly places heavy 
emphasis this section, because humili- 
is, ultimately, nothing other than 
restoring the right order man 
through complete subjection both his 
lower and his higher nature God. This 
largely the work the will, the striving 
for perfect obedience, fostered and nourish- 
with consistently practiced self-ab- 
negation. 

The third group ideas (pp. 161-212) 
centers the enlightenment the intel- 
ligence attained self-knowledge. This 
humble acknowledgment unworthiness, 
indispensable for progress monasticism, 
achieved complete frankness 
recognizing one’s faults and confessing 
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them (fifth degree humility); being 
convinced that one incapable great 
works (sixth degree) and placing others 
before oneself (seventh degree). 


Such contributing factors the mani- 
festation conscience, the general rela- 
tion one’s Abbot, discretion, the 
ness accept the most humble works, 
and distrust self are examined with 
searching care, and their contribution 
the perfection the monk’s service 
God made clear. 


The longer final section (pp. 213-321) 
treats exterior humility: action, 
following the common life (eighth grade); 
speech, not talking too readily (ninth 
degree) nor too much (eleventh degree); 
and one’s general attitude, suppress- 
ing laughter (tenth degree) and seri- 
ousness conduct (twelfth 
This section the commentary offers the 
least chance for originality presenta- 
tion and scarcely differs from traditional 
expositions the subject. 


Aside from the welcome accorded 
any thorough treatment fundamental 
principles monastic asceticism these 
days when intense activity tends com- 
plicate the established tradition the 
service God the religious life, several 
distinctive features make the present 
work attractive. Dom Monléon brings 
his task extensive acquaintance with 
the Fathers the Church, and has, con- 
sciously, imitated their style writing. 
His equipment includes 
monk’s reflection Holy Scripture, 
which employs excellent advantage 
his explanations. His writing has 
that tantalizing quality the Gallic bril- 
liance mind that seems, despite its per- 
ennial novelty, fall into pattern: the 
reader goes over paragraph chapter, 
stops mental protest what seems 
broad generalization, thinks the 
matter through and collates with known 
expressions the same thought, only 
conclude, after examination 
tion, that once again the author has touch- 
the very heart the matter. This 
trait coupled with clever method 
pressing the full meaning out phrase, 
examining from several angles, inviting 
the reader reconsider the passage, now 
stressing this word, now concentrating 
another facet, until new light has been 
thrown the whole problem hand. 
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Less appealing are what seems 
overstressing individual effort, 
the unconscious playing down humili- 
ty’s social import; the frequent passing 
opportunities showing how 
monasticism’s humility make its dis- 
tinctive contribution the spiritual life 
the Church her present struggles; 
and tendency needlessly academic 
and too little engaged with asceticism 
jts more restricted connotations, the 
sense too little application the prin- 
ciples the ideal environment which 
monastic humility practiced. 


Rev. Bernard Sause, 


Order. Compiled and edited Francis 
Powers, C.S.V. Westminster, Maryland: The 
Newman Press, 1952. Pp. 245. $3.50. 


Our Bishops Speak. Edited Raphael 
Huber, O.F.M. Milwaukee: Bruce, 1952. 
Pp. 402. $6.00. 


Father Powers has given valuable assis- 
tance the social sciences compiling 
the most significant papal pronounce- 
ments the political order from the 
time Leo XIII that the present 
pontiff. are arranged topically for 
ordered presentation. While the edi- 
tor does not pretend have included 
every statement made, yet has 
sufficiently large sample give 
ciples this field from the lips the 
popes themselves. 

Often teachers find themselves hard 
pressed for just such sufficiently com- 
prehensive survey teachings the 
social order that obviates the need for 
exhaustive digging. Then, too, individ- 
ual speeches letters the Holy 
Fathers bearing social matters have 
often eluded discovery the inquiring 
student, thus leaving valuable area 
information unexploited. Father Pow- 
ers has remedied these deficiencies with 
relatively small volume that consti- 
tutes invaluable reference its field, 
one that could even serve nicely text 
ina course the Catholic theory state. 

less valuable than the textual con- 
tent the Table Documents which 
the titles public papal utterances are 
chronologically arranged. The English- 
anguage sources are cited, any, where 


the complete text the statement may 
found. (The editor himself alludes 
the potential danger reading isolated 
statements out context). Also, forty- 
odd references for supplementary readings 
are cited case one many wish pursue 
any particular subject area more ex- 
haustively. 

Father Powers some other enterpris- 
ing social scientist would perform 
further service issuing small supple- 
ment this volume periodically order 
make available the latest papal state- 
ments rapidly changing social con- 
text. Also, the usefulness this com- 
pilation suggests the need for similar 
work the economic order. 


opportune companion piece, also 
documentary, that every librarian will 
want her shelves, one published 
this year containing statements social 
problems the American Hierarchy 
(1919-1951) entitled Our Bishops Speak, 
edited Rev. Raphael Huber, O.F.M. 
is, fact, authoritative and inter- 
esting application papal teachings 
problems peculiar the United States 
over the past thirty years. Some the 
documents contained herein are taken 
from the archives the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference and are published for 
the first time. include pastorals 
and annual statements the hierarchy 
the United States well resolutions 
episcopal committees and communica- 
tions the administration board the 


N.C.W.C. 


sampling the contents reveals 
references such problems the de- 
pression the 1930’s, the use increas- 
ing leisure time, the Negro question, 
federal aid education, compulsory mili- 
tary training, disarmament, and birth 
control. These subjects read like his- 
tory crisis points our own genera- 
tion, political, social, and moral. 

reading through these statements, 
one indulges speculation the de- 
gree success that might have attended 
solution our national and international 
problems had the bishops’ position 
through the years been that our govern- 
ment. For instance, nothing strik- 
ing them the unreconcilable oppo- 
sition any move which tended 
strengthen the hand the Soviet Union 
world affairs. Consistent reference 


Page Seventy-five 


= 
has 
per- 
the 
apter, 
seems 
nly 
reflec- 
This 
of 
hrase, 


the mutual animosity between Christi- 
anity and atheistic communism, between 
democracy and Marxian totalitarianism 
characterizes particular statements. Fac- 
ism and communism are condemned 
the same breath less than month before 
Pearl Harbor made the latter our “ally.” 
November 18, 1945, almost two years be- 
fore our own government publicly recog- 
nized it, and almost before the ink was 
dry the armistice, the bishops bitterly 
assailed Russian policy 
Europe together with the vacillation 
the United States with reference it. 
The condemnation, course, was based 
the usual, accurate information avail- 
able the Church from behind the Iron 
Curtain. But even more surely, was 
based the conviction that the under- 
lying philosophy communism, exposed 
well Leo and Pius, would surely 
express itself ruthless deeds. Prompt 
action our own government those 
days 1945, before stripped ourselves 
our best bargaining point with the 
Soviet military power, might have salvag- 
much from the debacle that now our 
post-World War 

the positive side, the bishops have 
moved along with what are considered 
many the more progressive currents 
American thinking. The best answer, 
perhaps, our Blanshardian critics and 
their charges Catholic reaction the 
support the bishops the American 
labor movement and the vigorous defense 
strong United States internationalist 
foreign policy. 

Fathers Powers and Huber have con- 
tributed significantly scholarship 
adding these books the growing bulk 
readily available material with which 
Catholic apologists may parry the thrusts 
critics and launch the counterattack. 


Edward Henry 


Beyond Humanism: Towards Philosophy 
Catholic Education. John Julian Ryan. 
York: Sheed and Ward, 1950. Pp. 193. 


This slender volume fourteen chap- 
ters and four appendices has great deal 
thought-provoking material between 
its rust-colored covers. holds many 
challenges habitual ways thinking 
that the reader catches himself wondering 
how many educators Catholic college 
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faculties especially really want 
beyond humanism their way looking 
their various fields study. 


Secularism taken first, and its in- 
sidious tentacles are observed squeezing 
the spiritual artery that flows through 
physics and psychology, poetry and 
politics and leaving only the letter 
religion. 

The author then proceeds make some 
nice distinctions between intellectual curi- 
osity and studiousness; between coddling 
and college training; between bookishness 
and broadly realistic achievement. 


The writer has refreshing concept 
the function the liberal arts. One pro- 
skilled the fundamental knowledges re- 
quired for the arts Christian living, 
one must have leisure master them, 
liberally, free from pressure. The con- 
cept liberal education lost, asserts 
Mr. Ryan, when there emphasis col- 
lege upon semesters and marks. The 
“Catholic college liberal arts... 
which are learned the arts conducting 
and sacramentalizing civilization” (p.30). 


Specifically, says: 


must give the notion that are 
primarily concerned with training the facul- 
ties the student making him exercise 
them liberal because useless subjects and 
making him “learn” principles the 
vague hope that will then able find 
himself and his place chaotic world, 
through applying the principles has memo- 
rized with kind instinctive rightness 
tact. must learn give mental calis- 
thenics about the same esteem that given 
the physical trainers physical calisthenics. 
For, just physical trainer would consider 
man all-round athlete who had merely 

racticed the essential movements all ath- 
etes and memorized books hygiene, but 
had seldom played football, baseball, basket- 
ball, must not consider man 
liberal artist who has merely practiced the 
mental movements all the arts and memo- 
rized the scientfic principles underlying them, 
but has seldom tried act ethician, 
priest the common priesthood (p. 45). 


And further: 


The training for skillful making must not 

allowed interfere with the training for ruler- 

ship; any more than the training for rulership 

must allowed interfere with that skill- 

ful making (p. 46). 

The student’s curriculum, according 
Mr. Ryan, should planned make 
him expert: Catholic, knowing 
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and living his religion thoroughly; 
young, scientific artist, having first-hand 
experience sciences; imbued with the 
morale necessary for performing the feats 
required him hero helping “re- 
deem the time.” These standards imply 
anew view the teacher one qualified 
“assuming his students into their bet- 
art whether not possesses 
Master Arts degree; and teacher 
the love wisdom, with without the 
degree Doctor Philosophy. must 
true “psychiatrist, Christian healer 
the soul” fact, which the author 
admits, St. Thomas suggested long 
time ago. 

Many those who align themselves 
under the liberal arts banner come for 
particular castigation the chapter 
“The Cultivation Practicality.” The 
central idea seems found the 
words: 

What mainly required here that teach- 
ers philosophy take some craft range 
crafts, and that craftsmen and teachers 
crafts turn take This 
venture would soon produce enough teachers 
the philosophy craftsmanship meet 
our needs (p. 110). 

defining the position the fine arts, 
Professor Ryan takes sidewise thrust 
the doddering formal discipline theory: 

Just the geometrician can present hypoth- 

esis, figure, and systematic elucidation 

proof that hypothesis, can the 
great artist present situation, plot, even 

musical idea hypothetical case and show 

how its inner logic hypothesis 

accordance with which one may learn 
understand actual human life terms ideal 

human life. (p. 145). 

And again, puts reasonable 
emphasis doing reminding the 
that appreciation results from 
craftsmanship rather than from the re- 

The appendices reveal that the author’s 
purpose provide for Catholic institu- 
tions interpretation, and perhaps 
corollary, that presented Harvard, 
his alma mater, General Education 
Society. displays clear under- 
standing the educational situation and 
analyzes tersely. 

Catholics will appreciate the writer’s 
insistence living the liturgy. But 
ought not hope any more popular 
with the general liberal arts population 


than surgeon usually with the patients 
who owe their recovery him human 
nature being what is. Nevertheless, 
the teacher philosophy education 
should have Beyond Humanism within 
easy reach his daily lecture file. 


Sister Anne Cawley, O.S.B. 


The Life Mary Seen the Mystics. 
Compiled from the Revelations St. Eliza- 
beth Schoenau, St. Bridget Sweden, 
Ven. Mother Mary Agreda, and Sister Anna 
Catherine Emmerich. Raphael Brown. 
Foreword Rev. Edward Ryan, 
Milwaukee: Bruce, 1951. Pp. xiv, 292. $3.50. 


Fatima thirty-five years ago our 
Blessed Mother appeared three children 
urging them pray the Rosary and 
tell others pray it. the occasion 
her last visit, October 13, 1917, she 
identified herself saying, the 
Lady the Rosary.” 

pray the Rosary con over, 
decade decade, trilogy five-act 
dramas, the life Mary with Jesus. 

this book the author takes 
chronological order the fruit the super- 
natural meditations (i.e. revelations) 
four holy friends the Blessed Virgin and 
makes them into smoothly connected 
narrative her life beginning with God’s 
preparation Sts. Joachim and Anna. 

the foreword the volume Father 
Ryan gives some useful direction for the 
most profitable reading the work. 
concludes his remarks with these 
words: 

While some persons may, doubtless, wish that 

the readers this book will remember every 

page the prudent warning sounded the In- 

troduction that the work read 

religious novel and not fifth Gospel, 

nevertheless many Catholics and non-Cath- 
olics too will very thankful for this pleasing 
compilation vivid narratives the Blessed 

Virgin’s life seen by” four great mystics 

the Church. 

The excellent introduction supplied 
Father Brown contains documented 
study the mystics whose revelations 
are used. unity the work main- 
tained reserving the end the 
chapters some especially valuable quota- 
tions from the original sources. 

One phase the book which will 
interest all Sisters, but especially all 
Benedictines, the part selected from 
the writings St. Elizabeth Schoenau; 
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partly because St. Elizabeth was herself 
Benedictine, and partly because the 
revelations concern the prayers our 
Blessed Mother retirement the 
Temple, leading life resembling that 
religious. 

Besides offering aid meditating 
the mysteries the Rosary, the life 
St. Joseph, and the early development 
the Church, the compilation could 
help artists who are searching for ideas 
for pictures St. Joachim, St. Anne, 
St. Joseph, the Holy Family, for 
Christmas cards, and scenes from the 
home and the life Mary after the 
Ascension. 

Writers plays for radio and television 
programs such those produced 
Father Peyton would also profit 
reading this book. 

Apart from its value source 
spiritual development The Life Mary 
Seen the Mystics will afford much 
enjoyment both Catholic and non- 
Catholic readers. 

Sister Mary Charles Walsh, 


The Heart St. Therese. Abbé André 
Combes. Translated Mother Mary St. 
Augustine. New York: Kenedy Sons, 
1951. Pp. 196. $2.75. 

the publishers tell introducing 
Abbé Combes the English-reading pub- 
lic, St. Thérése herself inspired him with 
his unique vocation-within-a-vocation, 
his scientific exploration the secret 
the soul-life the little Carmelite whom 
Pope Pius has called the greatest saint 
modern times. 

1943 the catholique Paris 
had created for the distinguished scholar 
chair History Christian Spirituali- 
ty. While teaching course compara- 
tive mysticism, detoured temporarily 
(he thought) the modern period 
investigate the spiritual doctrine St. 
Thérése, whose canonization had stirred 
the whole world. Though hardly 
suspected the time, this was, put 
later, embark immense ad- 
venture.” was curious, then intrigued, 
then possessed the wonder Thérése’s 
holiness. installed himself near the 
Carmel Lisieux, where examined the 
original unedited documents according 
his method. The 
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universally familiar texts began reveal 
unsuspected treasures. new Thérése, 
true Thérése, emerged from his findings, 
and succession books issued from his 
typewriter. Abbé Combes now 
nized the top ranking scholar St. 
Thérése, and even the Holy Father has 


conferred special blessing his works, 


translation Amour Fesus cher 
sainte Thérése, this second book Abbé 
Combes’ studies, the result retreat 
preached the Carmel, guardian the 
his own preface the author gives the 
gist his scope: “to reveal something 
the ‘beauty hidden’ the soul 
Thérése her incomparable love 
Jesus.” 


The central element the love-relation 
between Our Lord and the saintly Car- 
melite Lisieux developed its essen- 
tials with the original and penetrating 
style the author used his introductory 
volume entitled The Spirituality St. 
(The third volume: Thérése 
and Suffering has just appeared.) 
concentrates the decisive graces 
that are bestowed Thérése their 
chronological order, makes the reader 
grasp that the Saint “by reducing her 
spiritual life this intensive program 
(to love Jesus more than has ever been 
loved) rediscovered the essence religious 
life, which is, all things considered, noth- 
ing but entire adherence the heart 
Jesus Christ.” 

Particularly enlightening the chapter 
treating the trial that generally 
termed spiritual aridity, and the form 
which attacked Thérése. Commenting 
the words, “If seems forget me,” 
the Abbé says, “The real reason is... 
that Jesus, the Incarnate Word, waiting 
and preparing for His turn, holds out 
His hand her from sheer loving kind- 
ness.” the way she met this trial, 
Thérése laid the foundation her sancti- 
and became the patroness “little 

She the living realization the pro- 
gram that love Jesus wants 
loved, must oppose conscious 
and deliberate barrier either the in- 
terior inrush Love the demands 
brotherly charity.” doing, she 
lives child God; “but there are 
children God save and the Son, 
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and the Son’s right alone define 
the childlike character this behavior.” 
Thus Thérése understood spiritual child- 
hood and her relations with Jesus wise- 
blended mystical love with heroic 
asceticism. The clarity this point does 
much introduce the Thérése. 

With only few suggestive, compara- 
tive quotations, the author indicates that 
Thérése has received the mission con- 
vince souls the basic conviction that 
Teresa Avila handed down through 
the French Carmelites, namely, that the 
one thing necessary assure the worth 


human life really love Jesus 
Christ. 

Throughout the book the author’s pre- 
cision the choice and application 
quotations and whole-hearted apprecia- 
tion the holiness under his study win 
the reader’s confidence. These qualities 
pave the way for the fulfillment the 
author’s prayer “‘that those who read 
carefully may obtain truer understand- 
ing and more fervent participation 
the only love that can content man’s soul 
and God’s Heart.” 

Carmelite 


Benedictina Current Literature 


The apologetics “Why” leaflets pub- 
lished the Benedictine Fathers 
Benet Lake, Wisconsin, are deserving 
wide circulation. They are published 
monthly sections. The subscription 
price $1.00 year the United States; 
special quotations bulk orders 
more copies week. Subjects re- 
cent issues include Lady Montser- 
rat,” “St. Benedict and St. Scholastica,” 
Scholastica), and Divine Office.” 
The leaflet Montserrat carried the in- 
formation that the Abbey’s famous Choir 
School (for boys) was the only choir out- 
side Rome which was invited there 
take part the celebration which ac- 
companied the definition the dogma 
the Assumption Our Lady 1950. 
Further, the solemn ceremonies for the 
closing the 1952 International Congress 
took place Montserrat. 

For the first time 400 years, the 
ancient formula for the Consecration 
Virgins was used the ceremony which 
took place this year St. Mildred’s 
Abbey, Thanet, England, the Feast 
Scholastica. 

his book School, Dom 
Hubert Van Zeller Downside has re- 
vealed that ‘Hugh Venning,’ the pseudon- 


ymous author The End, apocalyptic 
novel published few years ago, was none 
other than Dom Hubert himself! 


The June 1952, issue the San Diego 
Southern Cross carried item about the 
recently deceased Rev. Basil Odermott, 
Conception Abbey, Conception, 
Missouri. Having attained the age 95, 
was the oldest Benedictine priest 
the world, and had offered Holy Mass 
almost until the day his death. The 
item further stated: 

Noted for his great learning and piety, 
Father Basil had specialized Church liturgy 
and rubrics and composed the Ordo for priests 
the Middle West, and the Ordo for religious 
orders. had Conception Monastery 
one the most complete and authentic litur- 
gical libraries the world. 

article The Catholic Herald for 
December 1951, entitled “Of Course, 
Only Layman,” Bruce Marshall 
speaks his mind quite plainly. says 
(in part): 

not without significance that almost 
the only church Paris which the whole 
congregation behaves with circumspection 
the Benedictine Abbaye Sainte Marie 
the rue Source; and noteworthy that 
one the few churches Catalonia not burnt 
the anarchists during the civil war was 
the Abbey Montserrat, although the re- 
prieve may have been granted account its 
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architecture rather than its liturgy, 
perfectly prepared believe that Spain 
even the Benedictines can bad boys too. 


His closing words are: 

perhaps the clergy will forgive 
suggest that the remedy quite simple: the 
attachment every seminary the world 
son St. Benedict. 

The Apostolic Constitution Sponsa 
Christi November 21, 1950, seems 
indicate that the Holy See desirous 
that European Nuns engage more widely 
active work principally that 
teaching. The modification strict en- 
closure European Nuns and the en- 
couragement apostolic labor heart- 
ening the Benedictine Sisters the 
United States who this year enter upon 
the second hundred years teaching, 
nursing, and other active work the 
service Christ and His Church. 


The Right Rev. Abbot Butler Down- 
side Abbey delivered May 21, 1952, 


the second the four special lectures ar- 
ranged the Newman Association 
London mark the hundredth anniversa- 

his address the Abbot called atten- 
tion the fact that Newman his 
celebrated discourses says nothing about 
the influence government education, 
This influence, says Abbot Butler, which 
important today, came with uni- 
versal compulsory education 
financial provision for this education 
the State. What the government pays 
for controls. This difficulty might 
have been avoided if, paying 
for the education the children the 
poor, the State had insisted wages 
being adequate.” 


The Abbot Downside also contribut- 
valuable critical review The 
the Church George Salmon, 
D.D., The Tablet, May 10, 1952. 


WHO AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Vincent Edward Smith, Ph.D., philosopher and scientist, editor New Scho- 
lasticism. the philosophy staff the University Notre Dame, his recent books 
are Idea Men Today and Footnotes for the Atom. 


Roy Deferrari, Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D., educator, scholar, and writer, Executive 
Secretary the Catholic University America. The author score books and 
articles, recently edited the Philosophy Higher Education and Guidance Catholic 
Colleges and Universities. 


Sister Olivia Gowan, O.S.B., R.N., M.A., Dean the School Nursing the 
Catholic University America. The editor Studies Nursing Education, she 
frequent contributor nursing journals. Under her direction Miss Dorothy Crowley 
prepared her article “Benedictines Nursing.” 


Rev. Edgar Schmiedeler, Ph.D., Director the Family Life Bureau the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference and associate editor the Family Digest. 
the author Marriage and the Family and numerous pamphlets the family 
and rural life. 


Ann Hennessey, A.B., Oblate St. Benedict, was graduated from Mount St. 
Scholastica College, Atchison, Kansas, May. Her home Kansas City, 


John Stokes, Jr., the father three children, convert. received training 
professional and industrial management Harvard and Lehigh Universities and 
St. Joseph’s Industrial College Institute Industrial Relations (Philadelphia). 
rently active the field producer goods, associated with the Food Machinery 
and Chemical Corporation. 
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Sister Margretta Nathe, O.S.B., M.A., Dean Residence the College St. 
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota. She received her degree from the University Toron- 
and teaches the department German. 


Rev. Ernest Kilzer, Ph.D., Chairman the Department Philosophy 
St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota. 


Rev. Quentin Schaut, O.S.B., M.A., Executive Secretary the American Bene- 
dictine Academy, studied Harvard. teaches the department English 
Vincent College, Latrobe, Pennsylvania. 


Rev. Bernard Sause, Ph.D., J.C.D., Professor Canon Law and Liturgy 
St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, the author number liturgical works 
and the School the Service. 


Edward Henry, M.A., instructor political science and economics Mount St. 
Scholastica College, Atchison, Kansas, graduate St. John’s University, College- 
ville, Minnesota. pursued graduate study Harvard and the University 
Chicago. 


All other contributors are members the community Mount St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kansas. 
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